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Blaze Busters

Firefighters from the 407th Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron extinguish a burning truck at the motor vehicle compound Oct. 8. According to Group
Safety officials, the fire apparently started in the engine compartment before consuming the front half of the truck. No one was injured in the incident.

- .
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Rusty Schmidt

Tallil units film messages for NFL games

By Master Sgt. Don Perrien
407th AEG Public Affairs

During Veteran's Day weekend, NFL
teams will honor men and women in the
armed forces serving in support of Opera-
tions Enduring and Iragi Freedom by broad-
casting their greetings and support to audi-
ences nationwide during the league’s
scheduled games Nov. 14.

The project is part of an aggressive com-
munity outreach program conducted by
CENTAF PublicAffairs.

“The benefits of a program like the Na-
tional Football Leagueplanistwofold,” said
1st Lt. Jamie Humphries, NFL greetings
project coordinator. “The first is the fact
that our deployed people get a shot in the

arm by directly participating in one
America'spremiere sporting events.

“Thesecond isAmerican citizensarevery
supportiveof our military forces,” hesaid. “ Vi-
sual greetingsfrom our deployed membersen-
hance that relationship and allow people to
see and identify with our men and women in
uniform.”

Unitsat Talil Air Basearetaking partinthe
project by filming their greetingsthisweek.

“1 felt happy to represent my group and
theAir Force,” said 1st Lt. lan Swayze, 407th
AEG anti-terrorism and force protection of-
ficer. “1 think we did pretty well, and | didn’t
stutter too much —Go Giants!”

Tallil units are scheduled to film atotal of
11 greetings through Sunday.

The greeting featuring the entire 407th Air

Expeditionary Groupisscheduled to befilmed
tonight before combat bingo in the Big Top.

Participating in this high-visibility project
hasbeen apositive experiencefor people, both
infront of and behind the camera.

“The project has been enjoyable because |
now have a better understanding of the work
it takes to produce an NFL game from a be-
hind the scenes perspective,” Lieutenant
Humphries said. “Thefact that the NFL has
gone out of its way to support our deployed
peopleto thisextentisrewarding in itself.”

“My husband filmed (a greeting) with his
unit in Baghdad, and | wasin one here,” said
Airman 1t ClassTiffany Egelston, 407thAEG
Command Post controller. “I told my family,
andit’'sgoing makethem watch football —just
so they can see us.”
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By Col. Wade Johnson

407th AEG commander

The mission of operating and maintaining
acoalition airfield at Tallil Air Baseis hard
work, it'sthe reason we're all here. Many
of uswork long hours and irregular shift
to accomplish our individual mission tasks

However, there are still a number of op-
portunities people can take advantage of dur-
ing their time here to improve themselves and their

Expeditionary Group.

Exerciseisagood example. A daily exercise regi-
men can help relieve stress as well as improve your
physical conditioning. Don’'t go overboard and try to
do too much too soon, but setting aside a few hours a
week for exercise while you’ re here can be agood way
to make a positive change in your lifestyle.

Another positive change involves tobacco use. |If
you currently smoke, chew or dip, our Life Skills sec-
tion offers tobacco cessation classes to help break the
habit.

Commander’s Corner

military career while deployed as part of the 407th Air | |

People deployed here can also work toward their Com-
munity College of the Air Force degree, or other education

program by taking CLEP, DANTES and other courses
through our Learning Skills Center.

The mission comes first, but if you have some free
timewhileyou're hereat Tallil —1 encourage
you to take this opportunity to improve your-
self.

For our new arrivalsto Tallil, | alwaystake
the time to make a point about safety each
week in this column. This week, | want to
| take a moment to talk about vehicle safety

L;_':";lf' and base speed limits.
i W While many of us have been here at least a
month now, everyone both new and experienced, must be
aware of the traffic safety rulesin place at Tallil. However,
I’ve noticed more than afew vehicles driving at an exces-
sive rate of speed around our base.

The speed limit on Tallil is20mph/32kph. It doesn’t increase
on paved roads, or away from tent city. Excessive speed isone
of the most common factors in vehicle accidents. Don’t en-
danger yourself or the lives of others by ignoring the speed
limit. Buckleup, and drive safely while you' re here at Tallil.

Tallil Talks ...

Master Sgt.

Senior Airman
Elmer Smiga, Gloria Ivwurie,
407th ECS. 407th Group Saff:
“I"'m studing for the E-5 “I"'mreadingmy Bible
testing cycle, and more, working out, eating
researching online right and studying.”

schools to finish my
bachelor’s degree.”

What are you doing to improve yourself during
this deployment?

Saff Sqt. Master Sgt.
Ima Missingpart, Jeannie Staunton,
439th POL.: 407th ESVS

“I"mworking with new
units and taking on
additional responsibilities
whilel’m deployed.”

“1"mworking towards
completing my Course 12
requirements, taking two

CLEPtestsfor college

credit and working out

every day.”

EDITORIAL STAFE

= Col. Wade Johnson
The Tallil Times  commander, 407th AEG
Master Sgt. Don Perrien
Editor/Chief, Public Affairs

graphs unless otherwise indicated.

The TALLIL TIMES accepts stories, photo-
graphs and commentaries, which maybe sub-
mitted to the PA staff located in the group head-
quarters building or can be sent directly to the
newspaper at tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf. af.mil

Deadline for publication is 2 p.m. Thursday
before the week of publication. For more infor-
mation, call 459-0002, or e-mail the staff.

This funded newspaper is an authorized publi-
cation formembers of the U.S. military services over-
seas. Contents of the TALLIL TIMES are not neces-
sarily the views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Govern-
ment, the Department of Defense, or the Department
of the Air Force.

The contentis edited, prepared and provided by
the Public Affairs Office of the 407th Air Expeditionary
Group. All photographs are U.S. Air Force photo-
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IN BRIEF ———

Off Duty Education

The Learning Skills Center here at
Tdlil Air BaseoffersCLEP, DANTES,
Excelsior, CDC,ACSC, SOS, Air War
College Testing and other off duty
education opportunities. Their office
islocatedin Bldg I-1, the brown Conex
acrossfromthe Cyber Café& Library.
Hoursof Operationare8am. to 8 p.m.
Monday through Saturday. For more
information, call at 459-1212.

Romanian Army Day

Air Force personnel at Tallil have
beeninvited to competein the Roma-
nian Army Day Coalition Competition
Oct. 11-25. Eventsinclude volleyball,
a 10K run, ping-pong and chess. To-
day isthefinal day toregister by call-
ing the Hot Spot staff at 459-0305.

Stop Smoking Classes

Life Skillswill be conducting asix-
week smoking cessation class start-
ing today. Classes will run approxi-
mately one hour. Call 459-0320, or
stop by the Life Skillstrailer with any
questions.

Reflective Belts

Air Force personnel assigned to
the 407th Air Expeditionary Group
must wear their reflective beltswhen
outside Tent City during hours of
darkness or reduced visibility. This
includesuniforms, PT gear or civilian
dress. Personnel who need reflective
belts should contact their unit’s sup-
ply representative.

BX/PX Inventory Closure

TheTallil Air Base Main Post/Base
Exchange will be closed Nov. 15 for
inventory. The store is scheduled to
reopen with its normal operating
hoursNov. 16.

Badge wear

Per 407th Air Expeditionary Group
policy, everyone must display their
restricted area badges when in Tent
City.

Learning leadership lessons

By Lt. Col. Greg Vaughn
407th ELRS Commander

Having had the privilege of being asquad-
ron commander for over six yearsnow, | must
say leadership isatruelearning experience.

Over the course of an individual career,
you have the opportunity to perform in a
variety of |leadership positions. One of the
thingswe learn isthereis not aone sizefits
al answer for every situation. The events
of the past three years, and the challenges
we've faced as a nation and as
servicemembers, areaprimeexample.

The next few paragraphs relate some of
themoreimportant things| feel I’ velearned
about leadership. The list is by no means
complete. As we continue in our careers,
there will be many more opportunities to
learn; and the list will grow based on our
own experiences.

L eadership is about learning the value of
teamwork. In many situations, responsibil-
ity for successfully accomplishing a task
restswith multiple unitsall pursuing acom-
mon goal.

A prime example of thisisthe deployment
of AEF 1-2 and the re-depl oyment of AEF 9-
10. This achievement would not have been

possible without the teamwork of many
people in many different organizations all
working toward the same goal .

Leadership isabout learning how to fos-
ter aclimate of enthusiasm and creating an
environment where good ideasflourish. En-
thusiasm is contagious and will quickly
spread throughout an organization.

Leadership is learning that change is
constant. Whether driven by external or
internal influences, we must adopt a con-
tinuous improvement mindset from both
an individual and an organizational per-
spective.

The environment in which we operate is
constantly changing, and to be successful we
must be ready to adapt to remain effective.

This requires constantly examining our
processes and asking ourselves, “What is
working well, what do we need to change
and what needs to be left alone.”

Finally, leadership isabout learning from
mistakes. No matter how much you try to
avoid them, occasiona mistakeswill and do
happen.

It is the lesson you take away from a
mistake that matters most, because mistakes
provide aval uablelearning opportunity for
usall.

ST s f

Hapel Sandbaggers

Members of the local Focus 56 enlisted support group volunteer their time Wednesday morning to help
sandbag the exterior of the Oasis of Peace Chapel here in Tallil's Tent City. The members of the group,
representing the base’s mid-grade NCOs, support a number of volunteer activities around the base.

" Photo by Staff Sgt. Maria Bare
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Malicious Logic

Viruses, spyware, unauthorized software can ‘bug’your comput

By Senior Airman Pei-Chieh Buster

407th ECS Information Assurance Manager

Your computer starts to run alittle weird.
You notice the drive light blinking when you
aren't doing anything and the system seems
alittledow. Inthemiddleof writinganimpor-
tant document your system suddenly reboots
for no reason.

At first you may shrug it off, but then you
noticeastrange programinyour ‘ Start’ menu.
There is a possihility your system has been
infected with avirus—or maybe even hacked.

Unfortunately, if you did not prepare in
advance for such an incident, you are prob-
ably finding out at this point that your
Workgroup Manager may have been on to
something when they asked you to update
your antivirus software and make surethat all
security patches installed were up to date to
eliminate those pesky vulnerabilities.

So what do you do now? Since you cannot
turn green and burst out of your clothes, like
the Incredible Hulk, and go on arampage until
you' ve found the perpetrators, you will have
to settle for the help and support provided by
your friendly neighborhood Information As-
suranceoffice.

If you think your computer may have been
infected with avirus, you need to take action
immediately.

Your initial reaction should be to discon-
nect your computer from the network by un-
plugging the network cable from the back of
your system. Thiswill prevent your system
from spreading the possibleinfection to other
computers on the network.

Next you need to contact your WM or Sys-
temAdministrator for assistance; sincethere-
sponsihility of recovery will shifttothem. You
should feel confident that you have done the
right thing. These expertsarefully trained to
handle any maliciouslogic incident, and pro-
tect your system using the most up-to-date
antivirus software available.

New viruses are discovered amost dally
and most antivirus software vendors release
updates at | east weekly to protect against new
threats. Itisyour responsibility to make sure
the most up-to-date antivirus signature files
are on your system.

r system

Photo by Staff Sgt. Maria Bare

Members of the 407th Expeditionary Communications Squadron install new computers at the Cyber
Cafe here at Tallil Air Base. Personnel who use government-owned computers are reminded not to
install unauthorized software on their machines to help prevent the spread of malicious logic.

AccordingtoAFI 33-202, Computer Secu-
rity, al DoD information systems and net-
worksshould haveimplemented the approved
antivirus software.

Remember that one of the easiest things
you can do daily to protect yourself against
virusesisto just use alittle bit of common
sense. If you were downtown shopping and
a stranger handed you a suspicious |ook-
ing package, chancesareyou wouldn’t open
it.

Thisis exactly what you are doing any-
timeyou open an e-mail or attachment from
an unknown or un-trusted source. A red
flag should go up anytime somebody you
don’t know sends you an email with some-
thing really interesting to look at, like the
new Britney Spears video.

Chances are that it's infected with a vi-
rusthat could potentially bring our network
to acrashing halt. Think of your computer
as a doorway to our network. If you open
the door to anyone who comes snooping
around, you are inviting the bad guys in
and asking them to do us harm.

You must use the same caution when
browsing theInternet. You may think it'sokay
to download “free” software off the Internet,
but this software usually comes with aprice.
You might get more than you wanted.

Some “freg” programs, such as chat soft-
ware and games, often cause security prob-
lemsfor your system and the network. They
caninfect your computer with viruses, or even
open security holes in the base firewall that
can potentially allow unauthorized users ac-
cess to the base internal network.

Consult your WM or System Administra-
tor and applicable AFls before placing any
software on agovernment-owned computer.

So remember to take afew secondsevery
day to make sure your computer has the
most current antivirussignaturefileinstal led.
Contact your WM or System Administrator
immediately if you notice anything suspi-
Cious on your system.

Findly, use ahit of the common sense we
all had issued to us when we joined the Air
Force and think before you open attachments
or download software from the Internet.
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Uniform board alters pattern on ‘blue’ BDUs

By Tech. Sgt. David A. Jablonski

Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Based onfeedback from
thesx-monthweer test, Air Force Chief of Saff
Gen. John P. Jumper decided to expand the
current test program to include a pixelated ti-
ger-striped pattern in anew color scheme on
the proposed utility uniform.

Theexpansion doesnot involveafull test;
instead, there will be alimited production to
test pattern and color, said Senior Master Sgt.
Jacqueline Dean, the uniform board superin-
tendent.

“The color scheme is only one of many
improvementswearetesting,” Sergeant Dean
said.

A small, select group of testers will wear
the newest pattern. The solid tiger-striped
pattern with its dominant blue overtones is

gone. The latest pixelated test pattern has a
more subdued color scheme and is not nearly
as distinctive as the one unveiled at the start
in August 2003; yet it provides the distinc-
tivenessAirmen haverequested, officiassaid.

“We have sufficient input from Airmen
throughout the Air Force to ensure that our
uniform decisionsare ontarget with regard to
wear, ease of maintenance and fit,” Sergeant
Dean said. “We kept hearing throughout the
test that Airmen loved the wash-and-wesr fea-
tureand thefit. Thedesign of theuniformwill
essentially stay the same, with minor modifi-
cations based [on] the wear-testers' recom-
mendations.”

Generd Jumper will announcethefina de-
cisionsregarding the new utility uniform once
the test data are analyzed and presented. De-
termination is expected within the next two
months, officialssaid.

The new design represents a uniform
that could be universally wornin all envi-
ronments, Sergeant Dean said. The unique
fit and design will remain the same, asAir
Forceofficialssaid they want adistinctive
uniform for Airmen that fits better and is
easier and less expensive to maintain.

“There really wasn't much that Air-
men didn’t like about the design of the
uniform,” she said, basing her comment
on the large volume of feedback the
board received via e-mail, surveys, fo-
cus groups and online questionnaires.
“Wereally did capture what they needed
and what they wanted.

“The chief of staff listened to the Air-
men,” Sergeant Dean said. “We asked what
they wanted inauniform, what they needed
inauniformand, asaresult, thisisexactly
what we' regetting.”

AETC civilians test new

AF-wide finance system

Civilian employees in Air Education
and Training Command will soon begin
testing a new finance system. It allows
employees a chance to get answers to
their leave and earnings statement ques-
tionswithout calling or visiting acivilian
personnel office.

The AETC test will last two pay peri-
ods, and officials plan to launch the sys-
temAir Force-wideon Dec. 15.

SmartDocs, anew Defense Financeand
Accounting Service program, will be
tested with AETC civilian employees
starting with the Oct. 20 pay period, said
Maj. Eric Bradshaw, AETC financial ser-
vices division’s finance branch chief.

One or two days before payday, civil-
ian employeeswill receive an e-mail link-
ing to the new online leave and earning
statement, SmartL ES. Linkswithinthesys-
tem provide more information via drop-
down boxes, Major Bradshaw said.

“If you haveaquestion about pay, leaveor
just about anything, you can just click oniit,”
hesad.“ Somelinksasosgnify achangefrom
theprior LESand provideaside-by-sidecom-
parison between (Satements).”

AROUND YOURAIR FORCE

The program’s intent is to add conve-
nience to the end user, the major said.

“People won't need to make as many
calls to the civilian personnel or base fi-
nance office because they can get the an-
swersfor themselves,” hesaid. “They also
no longer have to wait for their LES to
comeinthemail; thelink to their LESwill
bedelivered to their e-mail box before pay-
day.”

One SmartLESwith activelinksand the
last four static nonlinked statements will
eventually be available through
SmartDocs.

SmartDocs uses the myPay global ad-
dresslist, so users must be registered with
myPay and have a correct e-mail address
in the myPay system to receive the
SmartLES link, Major Bradshaw said.
(Courtesy of AETC News Service)

William Tell competition

returns after eight years
TheAir Force'sfirst William Tell air-to-
air competition in eight years takes flight
at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., Nov. 8 to
19.
William Tell 2004 will test aircrew per-
formanceintheair dominanceand air sov-

ereignty missions, while eval uating weap-
ons use and the tactics used. The meet
also includes weapons loading, mainte-
nance and weapons' director competitions.

The two-week event will showcase the
air-to-air capabilities of F-15 Eagle units
representing four major commandsand the
Air National Guard. Participating unitsare:
— Air Combat Command: 71st Fighter
Squadron from the 1st Fighter Wing here.
— Air Education and Training Command:
95th FSfrom the 325th FW at Tyndall AFB.
— Air National Guard: 123rd FSfrom the
Oregon ANG's 142nd FW at Portland.
— PacificAir Forces: 19th FSfrom the 3rd
Wing at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska.
— U.S. Air Forcesin Europe: 493rd FSfrom
the48th FW at Royal Air Force L akenheath,
England.

Thisyear marksthe 50th anniversary of
William Tell. The competitionisnamed af-
ter the legendary Swiss archer and was a
biennial competition that encouraged the
most challenging air-to-air scenariossince
1954. The meet was placed on hold for the
past eight years because of military opera-
tions tempo and contingency require-
ments.

(Courtesy of ACC News Service)
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TranS|entAIert keeps TaII|I s aircraft moving along

By Senior Airman
Christopher Blakowski

407th EOSS

Whether it'sagiant C-5 cargo aircraft or
asmaller C-21 transport, there's one group
of people who are ready to assist Tallil’s
transient aircraft of every shape, size and
type — the Transient Alert staff.

“Our missionisto keep theairfield open,
and keep the airflow moving,” said Lt. Col.
Charles Steeves, 407th Expeditionary Op-
erations Support Squadron commander.
“Transient Alert plays a vital role in this
mission.”

Hereat Talil Air Base, the T/A team con-
sists of six maintenance personnel. Each of
theAirmenisfrom adifferent base and bring

aunique set of skillsfrom different types of
aircraft.

Asnew membersof theteam arrive, they
receive acrash course and are trained to do
ajob they have never done before. Many
of the personnel have fighter backgrounds,
but now they find themselves working on
non-fighter aircraftincluding C-130's, C-17's,
Army fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters—
even former Soviet-bloc and Iragi aircraft.

“We'reall crew chiefs, and we can do it
al,” said Master Sgt. Dave Mendez, Tran-
sient Alert maintenance superintendent.
“The team’s main responsibility is to en-
sure aircraft that transit Tallil receive the
service they need to keep the mission mov-
ing,”

On the flightline, T/A personnel like to

use the word “catch” when they describe
working aircraft becauseit involvesawide
range of potential tasks. Some of theduties
include marshalling and parking aircraft, re-
fueling the aircraft, and arranging passen-
ger pick-ups and crew transport. The T/A
team services commercial passenger and
cargo aircraft aswell as distinguished visi-
tors.

Working with so many different airframes,
organizations and military servicesis one
of the challengesfacing the T/A team.

“Wetackle anew situation every timean
aircraft transits this base,” said Tech. Sgt.
Kevin Lane, 407th EOSS. “Werely on di-
plomacy and problem solving skillsto get

See T/A TEAM, page 7
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T/A Team____

Continued from Page 6

the mission done. Thisisthe key to our
section’s success.”

The challenges facing the T/A team
don’t just begin and end on theflightline.
At most bases, each member belongsto a
maintenance squadron. At Tallil, they fall
under the Operations Support Squadron.
However, they’ve turned that possible
problem into an advantage.

“Everyone at Tallil works hard to pro-
vide the necessary support for the T/A
team to do their job effectively and safely,”
said Sergeant Lane. “This greatly en-
hances operations on the ramp. Things
would not run as smoothly as they do
without this support.”

Working with such avariety of aircraft
often resembles putting together a puzzle
for the T/A team. But it's a puzzle they

solve effectively almost every day.

The team works directly with aircraft
and aircrew members from around the
world. The T/A team coordinateswith up
to 10 separate Tallil agencies in many
cases to keep aircraft moving.

“We effectively manage aircraft on the
ramp for download and upload of cargo
and passengers.” says
Senior Airman Tanya
Jesser, 407th EOSS. |
“We also have to fig-
ure out how to accom-
modate other arriving
aircraft to fit around
those already on the
ground.”

For arriving air-

l“-_-ll‘--_-'
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won't catch and try to fix, for that matter,”
said Staff Sgt. Joseph Zepeda, 407th EOSS.
“If an aircraft breaks on our ramp, we are
thefirst peopleto dig in and see what the
problemis.”

According to the six members of the T/
A team, they fix the problem on the spot
nine times out of 10 and keep the aircraft
onitsmission. But with
few parts and limited
tools, sometimes the
team works maintenance
1 miracles to get the air-
craft ready to fly.

To the team, this job
is extremely satisfying
at the end of the day.

“Sending people on

crews, the key to the
Transient Alert team's
success is the ease in which they handle
maintenance iSsues.

“There isn't an aircraft out here we

Transient Alert

their journeys home and
getting theairlift whereit
needs to be has got to be one of the most
fulfilling things we do out here,” said Se-
nior Airman Michael Hamm, 407th EOSS,

Photo by Staff Sgt. Maria Bare

Members of the Transient Alert team assigned to the 407th Expeditionary Operations Support Squadron hook up an auxiliary power unit to an aircraft
arriving here at Tallil Air Base, Iraq. The men and women of the T/A team work with up to 10 different Tallil-based units to service transient aircraft.
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DEET firstline of defense against insects

By 1st Lt. John Fage

AF Reserve Command Public Affairs

ROBINSAIR FORCE BASE,
Ga. — Whether hiking in the
woods at home or serving inthe
sands of the Middle East, Air-
men need a repellent to shield
themselves from biting insects.

Theactiveingredient in most
skin-applied repellents is com-
monly referredto asDEET. Itis
amust on almost every deploy-
ment checklist and for good rea-
son. It protects servicemembers
on the ground from mosquitoes,
deer ticks, biting flies, chiggers,
fleas and other insects.

“Insect bitesare apainful nui-
sance and may even be asource
of disease,” said Mgj. Martin
Alexis, bioenvironmental engi-

neer for AFRC headquarters
here.

“DEET serves as afirst line
of defense against biting insects
and other vector-borne dis-
eases.

Vector-borne infectious dis-
eases continue to emerge and
strengthen because of changes
in public-health policy, said of-
ficialsat the Centersfor Disease
Control and Prevention in At-
lanta. As these diseases evolve,
they become | ess susceptible to
insecticides and drugs.

While all Airmen should use
DEET, not al do, officialssaid.

Some people are skeptical
about using it, wondering how
something that repel sinsects can
be a good thing to put on their
hands, arms, faces and necks, es-

pecially when deployed and
showers can belimited.
“Maybeit’s sticky or uncom-
fortable,” Major Alexissaid.
Airmen risk contracting dis-
eases such asmalariaand leish-
maniasis if they do not protect
themselves, he said.
"Deploying personnel are
supplied with three containers
of DEET,” said John Depew, 78th
Logistics Readiness Squadron
assistant installation deploy-
ment officer here. “One comes
with their A-bag, and their units
supply two additional contain-
ers. They can obtain more con-
tainersoncethey arein theater.”
DEET was developed by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
in1946.
The human body emits car-

bon dioxide and that iswhat at-
tractsmany insects. It actslikea
homing device, guiding mosqui-
toes to their dinner. DEET dis-
rupts an insect’s ability to de-
tect carbon dioxide.

According to studies in the
New England Journal of Medi-
cine, DEET-based repellents pro-
vide longer protection from in-
sects than repellents without it.

The Consumer Specialty
ProductsAssociation lists some
important tips to keep in mind
whenusing DEET:

e Always follow instructions.
* Do not soak clothing or bedding
with DEET-based repellents.
e Themore DEET inthe product,
the longer the protection lasts.

 DEET-based repellents should be
applied to exposed, unbroken skin.

Col.

Wade Johnson,

New ESFS
Commander

407th Air

Photo by Staff Sgt. Maria Bare

Expeditionary Group commander
passes the 407th Expeditionary Security
Forces Squadron guideon to Lt. Col.
Chuck Douglass, while Lt. Col. Stan
Contrades, outgoing ESFS comander
looks on during a ceremony held
Tuesday at the Security Forces
Compound. The 407th ESFS s
responsible for protecting the facilities
and personnel deployed here to Tallil Air
Base, Iraqg.
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407th AEG Warrior of the Week
A1C Phillip A. Sweet

Unit: 407th
Expeditionary
Security
Forces
Squadron
Home unit:
4th Security
Forces Squad-
ron, Seymour-
Johnson AFB,
N.C.

Why other warriorssay he sawarrior: “Positiverole-model
Airman! Hand-picked for squadron’s elite Quick Reaction
Force—provides heavy weapon security and special tac-
tics for visiting dignitaries and unannounced threats to
Tallil’ssecurity. Volunteered precious off-duty timetotrain
with the team. Provided security on his off-duty time for
Operation Reachout, where ESFS membersgo “outsidethe
wire” and provide food, water, and other essentialsto |local
Bedouins.”

Most memor ableAir Force experience: “ Graduating from
Air ForceBasic Training.”

Hobbies: Watching the Yankees win and backpacking in
Colorado when | get the chance.

Wild Iraqi Safari

Arabian Camel

/ ”/7/77/ Y9//%;

KNOW WHAT THIS 1S? Each week, the “Tallil Times” staff takes
a photo from around Tallil AB. If you can identify the object or item,
shoot us an e-mail at: tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. with
“Identify This” in the subject block. The winner receives a prize
and gets their name printed in the Tallil Times. Congratulations to
Senior Airman Erin Brooke for correctly identifying the photo in last
week’s newspaper of the computer mouse wheel.

Just outside the Tallil inner perimeter, herds of
domesticated camels roam around, seemingly
undisturbed by the military vehicles zooming past
them. People in this region have kept camels for
thousands of years for transportation, milk, meat,
wool and hides.

The species of camel found here is Camelus
dromedarius, the one-hump dromedary or Arabian
camel. They stand up to seven feet tall at the hump,
weigh over 1,500 pounds, and can live to be 40
years old. Known as the “ships of the desert”, cam-
els can carry almost 1,000 pounds of cargo 25 miles
in a single day. The camel’s shaggy fur comes in a
variety of brown colors, from creamy white to al-
most black. Camel hair is used worldwide for high-
quality coats, rugs, and artists’ brushes.

Two popular myths surround camels: that they
have a very nasty temperament, and that they store
water in their humps. Camels are actually fairly
good-tempered, patient and intelligent animals; oth-
erwise, they would not have been such a popular
choice as livestock.

Camels store fat in their humps, not water. When
food becomes scarce, a camel can use this fat for
energy. When the fat is used up the hump will flop
over and hang down the camel’s side, but a few
days of food and rest will restore it to an upright
hump. A camel can go up to seven days with no
food and water, and can lose a quarter of its body
weight without serious effects. When they do reach
water, stand back; a thirsty camel can drink as
much as 21 gallons in ten minutes!

Column and photo courtesy of Maj. Sharon Spradling,
407th Expeditionary Medical Group.
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Base populace puts
talent on display

Eleven actsvied for fame, fortune
and the coveted title of Tallil Idol at
the basewidetalent show held inthe
Big Top Sunday night.

Acts from Air Force and Army
unitsdazzled the audience, and even
occasionally impressed the so-called
celebrity panel of experts who
judged the event.

More than 200 Soldiers and Air-
men from across Tallil Air Base at-
tended the event as Jack R. Denny
(pictured at top) from Altus, Okla-
homa took home the title of Tallil
Idol.
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OUT AND ABOUT

Worship services

Worship is at the 407th Air Expeditionary Group Oasis of Peace Chapel,
unless otherwise noted. The chapel is open 24 hours a day for prayer and
reflection. For details on worship opportunities, call 459-0006.

Sunday

8 am. Roman Catholic Mass

9:30 am. Traditional Protestant service
10 am. LDS sarvice a the Army’s
ReligiousActivity Center

12:30 p.m. Air Force/Army Gospel
service in the Big Top

6 p.m. Contemporary choir rehearsd

7 p.m. Contemporary worship service

Monday

6:30 p.m. Gospel service prayer timein
the chapel resource trailer

6 p.m. Roman Catholic Mass

6 p.m. Experiencing God Bible
Study in the Chapel Annex

7:30 p.m. Gospel chair rehearsd in the
Big Top

Tuesday

7:15p.m. Chrigtian Leadership Biblestudy

8 p.m. Christian Descipleship Study. Call
Marine Staff Sgt. Ross Hrynewych a

Thursday

6:30 p.m. Catholic choir
rehearsal

7:30 p.m. LDS study in the
Army Religious Activity
Center

7:45 p.m. Gospel service Bible
study

Friday

11:45 a.m. Islamic prayer at the
BX/PX, cal 833-1154 for info

6 p.m. Roman Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Gospel choir
rehearsal

Saturday
6 p.m. Vigil Mass
7 p.m.
Contemporary
choir rehearsal

%:30 p.m. Arovnd the World in 80 Pays

AT THE
MOVIES

Big Top Movies
Saturday
3:30 p.m. Raising Helen
6 p.m. First Davghter

Sunday

6 p.m. Spiderman 2

Monday
9 p.m. @arden Stafe

Tvesday
9 p.m. White Chicks

7: 30 pm. Two Brothers

Wednesday

5 p.m. Paparazzi
7: 30 pm. Garfield

Thursday
5 p.m. Dodgeball

459-0761 for details.

Wednesday

5 p.m. Catholic Choir rehearsal

6 p.m. Roman Catholic Mass

7:30 p.m. Protestant Choir rehearsal
8 p.m. Purpose Driven Life Study in
the chapel annex

ESVS Presents oo
Just for fun N/

Tonight, Bingo, ,\

7:30p.m.intheBig :
Top; country Tuesday, Dominoes, 8

. musicat 8:30 m.
~ pm. .
) Wedneday,
Saturday, Cribbage at Pinochle, 4
8 p.m.; Saturday Nite Club p.m.; Hearts, 8
Mix at the Big Top, 8 p.m. p.m.; Spades,
midnight
Sunday, Jenga, 8p.m.
) ) Thursday
Monday, BidWhist,8pm.  gpgl, 8p.m.

7:30 pm.  Without A Paddle

Cricket Movie Theater

Viewer’'s Choice
Everyday at 2, 4, 6 and 10 p.m.

Today

Noon, Manchurian Candidaie
8 p.m., Chroniclesof Riddick
Midnight, Manc. Candidate

Saturday

Noon, Dodgeball

8 p.m., Suspect Zero
Midnight, Dodgeball

Sunday

Noon, Raising Helen

8 p.m., First Daughter
Midnight, Raising Helen

Monday
Noon, Around the World
In 80 Days
8p.m., Spiderman 2
Midnight, Around the World

Tueday

Noon, Garden State

8 p.m., Garden State
Midnight, Garden State

Wednesday

Noon, White Chicks

8 p.m., Two Brothers
Midnight, White Chicks

Thursday

Noon, Paparazzi
8p.m., Garfield
Midnight, Paparazzi

Oct. 22

Noon, Dodgeball

8 p.m., Without A Paddle
Midnight, Dodgeball
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Dodgeball:
The Movie

Senior Airman Melissa
Gridley, 407th ECS, films
participants in the
October Dodgeball
tournament held Sunday
in the Tallil Tent City Big
Top. More than 20 teams
from three nations
entered the event.

In the finals, ELRS#2
defeated ECES#1 to win
the $200 first prize
offered by the Top 3.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Maria Bare

SPORTSSHORTS

(For moreinformation on these events, stop by Muscle Beach or Sports Day Oct. 23.
call the staff at 459-0136) The 407th Expeditionary Services Squadron is host-
ing aa Sports Day Oct. 23. Eventsinclude a 5/10K run
Fitness classes and 2-mile walk, 3-on-3 Basketball, pullups, horseshoes,

volleyball, situps, pushups and dodgeball. The winners
of last month’s event were the Civil Engineers.
Unit Sports Representatives should call the
Muscle Beach staff at 459-0136 to sign up.

The Muscle Beach staff runs awide variety of
fitness programs, including upper body circuit
training, lower body circuit training,
Pilates and aerobics. Why not stop by
thefitness center to see what they have
to offer?

Proper attire
Muscle Beach customers are reminded that
desert camouflage uniformsaren’t allowed inthe
facility while working out or participating in any
sporting events.
Only proper fitness attire can be worn whilein the
fitnessfacility.

Volunteers please

The Muscle Beach staff needs help
with events on the calendar. Stop by and
talk to astaff member if you' reinterested
in hel ping out during your off-duty time.

Painters needed Incentive programs begin

TheMuscle Beach staff islooking for The Muscle Beach staff has numerousfitness
talented artists to help decorate their gym facilities. If you can incentive programsincluding a 300-mile cycling club and Fit
draw, paint, or just help out, contact the Muscle Beach staff at 459- to Fight. For moreinformation on how to become part of these
0136 to volunteer. programs, stop by Muscle Beach and talk to the staff.



