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Dispatch Inside
A  I  R  L  I  F  T

Family: Our foundation – military and personal – supporting each other – inseparable in the fight.

Leaders speak to ATA
CSAF, CENTCOM,
AMC commanders
praise air mobility
BY CYNTHIA BAUER
AIR MOBILITY COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Military and civilian, active duty,
Guard and Reserve, and contractor
representatives, almost 3,000
strong, met in Nashville, Tenn.,
Nov. 7-10 for the 34th gathering of
the Airlift/Tanker Association.

The theme of this year’s conven-
tion:  “Our People at War.”

The agenda included three key-
note speakers and 34 professional
development seminars.  Seminar
topics ranged from missions in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom
to the future of air mobility.

Gen. Tommy Franks, commander
of U.S. Central Command, deliv-
ered the first keynote speech on
Enduring Freedom Thursday
evening.

He came to the convention to
personally thank those responsible
for airlift and air refueling.  He also
came to say that the United States
is in the Global War on Terrorism
until the war is won.

“We’re going to go where we have
to go, we’re going to stay there as
long as we have to stay, as long as it
needs to go on,” Franks said.

The general talked about the
success of the United States in
bringing down terrorists.  He asked
the audience, “Did airlifters and
transporters do this?  Oh, yes.”

Franks recalled landing in Souda,
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BY 2ND LT. ROBERT NICHOLS
437 CS

Almost 43 miles of fiber-optic
cable will be installed to roughly 135
facilities on Charleston AFB through
August to meet new network needs
and upgrade the base communica-
tions infrastructure.

According to Tech. Sgt. Fil Rowley,
437th Communications Squadron
project manager, the Combat Infor-
mation Transfer System will im-
prove fiber-optic cable infrastruc-
ture and networking equipment to
meet current and future network
requirements.

“That means Charleston’s com-
munication customers will have
fast, reliable connectivity to the
base’s unclassified network,” said

Rowley.  “It will give users near-
instantaneous access and informa-
tion transfer.”

In addition to new networking
equipment, the upgrade will also
include advanced training for the
communications squadron network
technicians who maintain it.

“The end result will be highly-
trained technicians and adminis-
trators working on a system that
will increase availability of re-
sources for the customer,” said
Tech. Sgt. Jesse Humberd, 437 CS
network manager.  “The goal is to
eliminate down time for the cus-
tomer.”

According to Rowley, the $9.5 mil-
lion project will keep network ser-
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