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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Very solid work on a variety of stories.  The editing is also pretty good.  I found very few grammar mistakes.  One was "Hats on, Hats off" where you said, "its not often you'll get someone to admit THEY--"  Should be get PEOPLE to admit they, or get someone to admit he or she wasted.  Nice use of humor in the  piece, though.  I really liked the Pitsenbarger story.  You interviewed many sources and wrote it well.  Full of emotion, and compelling details to keep readers glued to their papers.

Judge #2 Comments:

Writer has the makings of becoming a very strong story teller/reporter. The articles, one at a time: Hero: Well done -- short, but to the point. It was a good message presented in interesting terms. Hats: Is "stepping up to the plate" the latest Air Force recruiting catch phrase? Read  this one in the commentary category. IFAM: Not bad. A little too technical in spots. What is Maddock's title? The next to last graf would have been a better ending. Warriors: Routine change-of-command story. What service is Shelton? PJ: Very good story -- well told. Where is Pitsenbarger Sr. from?

Judge #3 Comments:
AIR FORCE LOSES A FRIEND, A HERO

INVOLVING YOURSELF IN A COLUMN IS TRICKY BUSINESS.  IF IT INTRUDES ON THE STORY YOU ARE TELLING, IT CAN BE DISTRACTING, LIKE AN UNWANTED INTERRUPTION. IS PIECE SUFFERS FROM THAT AS WELL AS THE UNANSWERED QUESTIONS SUCH AS WHY DIDN’T HE KNOW HIS DAD.

NICE TOUCHES OF HUMOR.  I’M CURIOUS WHETHER THE LT. IN DISTRESS HAD HER HAT ON.

HATS ON, HATS OFF

HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. (Night Flyer News Service) – It’s not often you’ll get someone to admit they NEED AGREEMENT IN NUMBERS WITH SOMEONE WHICH IS SIGNGULAR   wasted government time while at work.  I’m stepping up to that proverbial plate THIS IS A CLICHE BUT I DON’T THINK IT PART OF ANY PROVERB and saying, yep, I wasted nearly an hour of the taxpayers' money the other day.


Surely, I thought to myself, if the Air Force had rescinded the wear-the-hat-outside rule I’d have seen a blurb or two somewhere – Air Force Press Service, an email from the first sergeant, a post-it note attached to some policy letter.  But, I was beginning to think I was the last one to be read in A QUAINT WAY OF SAYING SOMETHING—SO QUAINT IT STOPS THE READER, WHICH IS NOT GOOD on this important uniform change.

That’s when I decided before I stopped one more person about their missing top cover, I’d better spend a little quality time on the Internet. PUNCTUATION UPSCREWED IN LAST SENTENCE Checked Air Force Link, DOD Link, Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force’s home page, SEMICOLON I even pulled down a copy of Air Force Instruction 36-2903 (35-10 to those still clinging to the good ‘ole days).  Not one mention, not one idea about a phase out for hats or a total abolishment of those pesky hair-messing gadgets.  After nearly an hour of search engines and find-it buttons, I gave up.  

A lieutenant had pulled her car into the median and appeared to be having tire trouble.  Right behind her, an airman noticed the distress and pulled in to offer assistance.  (The non-hat wearers in the bunch may want to sit down for this next part.)  The airman gets out of his car, WITH his hat already on, walks over to the lieutenant and, no kidding, SALUTES!  Off base, in the midst of morning rush hour traffic, in uniform he has his hat on and renders the proper military courtesies!

IFAM HONES SPECIAL TACTICS SKILLS FOR OPERATORS 

STORY TELLS OF AN IMPORTANT PROGRAM, BUT ITS VIEWPOINT IS ALMOST ENTIRELY FROM THE SERVICE PROVIDERS MOUTH.  DON’T GET A SENSE OR FEEL FOR WHAT IT IS LIKE TO BE IN THE PROGRAM—THE TRAINEE QUOTES ARE PRETTY VAPID.  WRITING IN OK ON FUNDAMENTALS BUT ANY QUOTES ARE NOT REALLY INFORMATIVE.


"The course is designed to familiarize PJs and Controllers with the Special Tactics core missions," said Mr. STYLE  Ron Childress, IFAM course director.  "We're not here to decide if they have what it takes to be a PJ or Controller; they've already proven that by graduating the tech schools." 


"Now that they have their beret, we want to take them as close to the edge as we can get in the Special Tactics arena," said Mr. Childress who is also a retired Combat Controller.  "The object is to teach them those lessons here, so they're better prepared to take on real-world missions when they get to their Special Ops units."


"It's a great course and really shows you how a Special Tactics team operates," said Airman Bowser, a Combat Controller who will be assigned to the 22nd Special Tactics Squadron at McChord.  "I'm anxious to learn all they have to teach me so I can be more compatible with my team. IFAM is pulling all the information together so I can hit the ground running." AVOID SELF-SERVING, POLLYANNA QUOTES.  THEY ROB A STORY OF CREDIBILITY

WARRIORS GATHER TO WELCOME NEW CINC

A BASIC CHANGE OF COMMAND STORY, BUT IT LACKS ANY DESCRIPTION OF THE COLOR OR POMP SURROUNDING THE EVENT, AND IT INCLUDES SOME MEANINGLESS QUOTES.


The secretary said he is confident in General Holland's ability to lead the Quiet Professionals. SELF-SERVING SINCE HE HAD A MAJOR HAND IN NAMING HIM, AND FRIGHTFUL IF NOT TRUE.  IN OTHER WORDS, AN INANE QUOTE

PJ COMMUNITY REMEMBERS FALLEN HERO, FRIEND

GOOD JOB IN GETTING HISTORY STORY STARTED WITH PRESENT SCENE, AND THEN CLOSING IT THAT WAY.  RETELLING THE PITS STORY IS DONE EFFECTIVELY.  IT IS A LONG STORY AND WOULD HAVE BENEFITED FROM GOING THROUGH IT CAREFULLY AND TAKING OUT LESS IMPORTANT QUOTES AND INFORMATION.

The choppers launched that afternoon, vectored in on the American forces and went in.  On scene, "Pits" volunteered to go down the line and administer emergency treatment to the most seriously wounded, and to assist with the extraction JARGON—RESCUE OR REMOVAL IS WHAT IT WAS, NOT A TOOTH JOB   of wounded soldiers.

