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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

A nice variety of stories here that appear to be full and complete.  MANY sources for each story, and that establishes thoroughness and credibility in the minds of readers.  Some of the stories are long, but they are easy reads as the writer links ideas together with transitions to keep the story flowing.  Generally he uses plain language that communicates best.  About the only mechanical error that stands out was using the wrong article in the skeet-shooting story (want to be A AAA shooter, instead of AN AAA shooter.).  There was a stylebook error in the Habitat for Humanity story when Dobyns says, "On the first house I built, there was a kid, maybe five or six years old."  AP says to use figures with ages.  Again, not a BIG problem.  I liked the stories and their content.

Judge #2 Comments:

This writer can really turn a phrase. His leads were strong and provocative, his quotes were pertinent, attributions and transitions good, and his stories flowed very smoothly. It is tough to write about a sport so little known as skeet and still make it interesting. This writer can work for me anytime. By the way, don’t' use a brand name (Gatorade); it implies military endorsement.

Judge #3 Comments:

WRITER HAS GOOD INSTINCTS FOR ORGANIZING AND STORY TELLING.  STORIES CAN BE A LITTL LONG AND REPETITIVE IN SOME POINTS.  Tighter writing means better reading. And pghs can be too long, an inhibition against easy reading and comprehension.  The Habitat story needed a basic pgh explaining the program, including cost to new home owner and sweat equity.  Carter did not get involved in the program until after he left presidency. Ledes are generally inviting. The rescue story lede did a fine job of telling the overall story in a nutshell.  But the fighter pilot story lede had a dream come full circle instead of coming true.
