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AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print Category:
T

CATEGORY:
T01
AIR FORCE PRINT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
CAPT. JAMES BISHOP

BASE:
WESTOVER ARB, MASS.

COMMAND:
AFRC

PRODUCT TITLE:
HUSBAND/BOMB/RODEO/GAINER/BASE

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Not a bad effort on a variety of story types.  But in the first story, you didn't use the word "Division" after 82nd Airborne on first reference.  And I question why you used Lt. Col. Martha Stow, the AE chief umpire, for only one small quote, and never referred to her again.  Seems like she could shed a lot of light on this story for your readers.  In the husband and wife runner story, you give a free plug for Mr. Coffee when a generic "the coffeemaker" would have done.  You also give free advertising to her workplace.  In the "Gainer works with horsepower" story, you say he was a Marine infantryman.  Marines don't have infantrymen.  That's the Army.  Marines have riflemen.  In the "Base Recruiter related" story, you use the phrase "where former segregationist incumbent Joe Smitherman".  Is he a former segregationist or former incumbent or both?  Be clear.  In the bomb experts story, you say the shop will expand from 2 to 12 people, but you don't say when.  Readers want to know.

Judge #2 Comments:

Not a bad job of all-around writing. Some of the articles were graded for other categories. Of those read fresh here are the critiques. Farrier: A very interesting and well-told story. You could, however, used a transition between the first and second graf. Good research on the schools offering farrier training. Another good piece of info is the difference between a farrier and a blacksmith. Selma: Not bad. Some things, however, need added or clarified. Population of Selma? Smitherman's platform against Perkins? Percentage of population that is black? Broad Street spelled out when using without a specific address. Bomb: Good lead. Who discovered the bombs? Clarify what I missed by not seeing the movie Speed. Where is Eglin? The ending is a bit too abrupt. Overall: the main thing you need to do is keep writing -- that is the primary thing that will make you better.

Judge #3 Comments:
Rodeo 2000:  World's best showcase skills

STORY GETS OFF TO A GOOD START WITH A SHORT BUT DETAILED ANECDOTAL ACTION LEDE THAT ALSO SETS THE STAGE.  SOME DETAIL IN STORY LIKE THE HEAT (WHICH SHOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH HIGHER) AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS HELPS PUT THE READER ON THE SCENE.  STORY IS VERY LONG AND JUMPS FROM OVERVIEWS TO A SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE AND THEN BACK.  CONFUSING.

Thirty-seven members of the 439th Airlift Wing spent eight days working hard and playing hard ????NO SUBSEQUENT REFERENCE TO PLAYING, WHY IS THIS HERE?  at the largest Air Mobility Rodeo ever, held here May 6-13.

The flight crew scored a nearly perfect 1295 out of 1300 on their NUMBERS DISAGREENMENT—NOUN IS SINGULAR, POSSESSIVE IS PLURAL second air-refueling event, and lost only 25 points on their first refueling.

One of the highlights of Rodeo for Maj. Doug Gernhard, aircraft commander, was GRAMMAR-NOUN NEEDED HERE being the only team that didn't lose points on the actual WORD NOT NEEDED air refueling.

On May 6DATE HAS NO MEANING, BUT SAYING IT WAS FIRST DAY OF COMPETITION WOULD HAVE, pilots Gernhard and 1 Lt. Richard Scheller landed the C-5 within seven seconds of scheduled arrival time, beating the requirement by 53 seconds and scoring a perfect 200 points.

In another event, the aeromedical evacuation team had 90 minutes to reconfigure a bare C-130.  Drenched in sweat after the first few minutes, the team of five pulled off rollers WHAT’S THAT?  "that felt like they had been super-glued," according to team member SrA. David Brown.

The competition was tough THIS POINT ALREADY MADE, and the inspectors looked close. One inspector spent an entire UNNEEDED WORD hour in the nose landing gear, and used a mirror to find a loose rivet.

But the heat didn't stop the camaraderie. Just minutes after the maintenance team won the best pre-flight award, SMSgt. Mike Barrick, team chief, stood on a chair in the 439th tent area, held the trophy above his head, and said, "This isn't just for maintenance, this is for every Westover team here."  NOT THE BEST ENDING WITH A SELF-SERVING QUOTE

Husband-wife runners rack up hundreds of victories

AN INTERESTING PIECE WITH GOOD DEVELOPMENT AND NICE TOUCHES TO BRIGHTEN IT.  STORY COULD HAVE BEEN ENRICHED WITH  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE TWO.  PIECE COULD HAVE BEEN A LITTLE SHORTER IF SOME DULL AND NOT PERTINENT INFORMATION HAD BEEN CULLED.

It was a match that could have been made on the pages of Sports Illustrated. DOESN’T QUITE SAY WHAT YOU WANTED IT TO. THE MATCH WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN MADE ON SI; I=THE MATCH MAYBE WOULD HAVE MADE SI  They met on the first day of track practice for the 3rd Air Force track and field team at RAF Lakenheath, England, early in 1992.  One year later they married and ran a 15-kilometer race for their honeymoon.

Maj. Rodney Furr and his wife 1st Lt. Theresa Furr have garnered some 200 trophies between them, have run a combined total of nearly 1,000 races and GRAMMAR—NEED A “HAVE” IN HERE TO MAKE IT PARALLEL CONSTRUCTION 46 years of running and racing experience.  

Each year, on their anniversary, they run a race in New England  WHY NEW ENGLAND (IF NO SIGNIFICANCE, DROP WHERE THEY MARK THE ANNIVERSARY, AND/OR SAY LOWER DOWN WHY THEY DO IT IN NE).  In 1998, they competed in the 15-kilometer “Run Around the Block” at Block Island, Rhode Island.  TIS SEEMS JUST DROPPED IN HERE, A FACT THE REPORTER COULD NOT THROW AWAY.


Mr. Coffee blinks on NICE TOUCH (I HOPE YOU CHECKED OUT THAT THEY REALLY USE A MR COFFEE) at 3:15 a.m. in the Furr household during training season. Rodney Furr rises 15 minutes later for the first of two runs that day.  He can log over 15 workout miles a day. “After having run and raced for so long, I don't need much of a motivating factor,” he said.  “The weather really doesn’t matter to me.  I know the training has to get done if I’m going to continue to excel.”  At age 36 the personal records, or PRs in runner’s lingo, are still coming.

From there FROM WHERE—YOU NEVER SAID WHERE THERE IS, he walked onto the Texas Christian University track team...and walked off at the end of his freshman year THIS CRIES FOR AN EXPLANATION. He started road racing the fall of his sophomore year and got back into track racing again when he was stationed in England by running on the 3rd AF track and field team.  

But she’s no pushover. “I am competitive,” she said.  She once elbowed someone in an indoor track race that GRAMMAR--WHO was trying to cut in on her lane.  She won the race.

Coincidentally DON’T NEED THIS WORD—LET THYE COINCIDENCE ASPECT SPEAK FOR ITSELF, Rodney Furr also grew up farming.  As the only boy among five children, he remembers learning a “tough-it-out” work ethic planting vegetables by hand with his father and weeding throughout the hot summers in Corrales, N.M.

Sidebar---

NICE SIDEBAR—WELL FOCUSED

A training year in the life of a competitive runner

Gainer works with horsepower - and jet  power

IT IS ALWAYS GOOD TO READ ABOUT AN OFFBEAT PROFESSION OR ACTIVITY.  WHY MENTION THE VARIOS BREEDS OF HORSES IF THERE IS NOTHING ADDED TO DESCRIBE THEM?  AVOID RAISING UNASWERED QUESTIONS IN READERS MINDS.

Gainer was living in Santa Barbara, Calif., in 1988, when he began to work for the stars.  Derek, along with her movie-director husband John, had eight high-quality andalusian CAP A horses at that time.  Segal owned five “warm bloods” when Gainer worked for him.

Gainer, 36, grew up in the 1970s around horses, riding his mother’s two morgans CAP M   

He found that he enjoyed horseshoeing, so in 1986, he left the University of Massachusetts at Amherst after his freshman year and attended a nine-week, private farrier school in Martinsville, Va.  At the Eastern School of Farriery, he learned everything from blacksmithing, tool making, horse handling, and horseshoe making to corrective horseshoeing (if there’s lameness or a gait problem.) PUNCTUATION—PERIOD AFTER PARANTHESIS. 

A big part of Gainer’s job is communicating with the horse’s owner.  For example, if the horse’s two front feet are hitting each other, or the front and back feet are hitting each other, a malady WORD CHOICE—NOT A MALADY BUT A CONDITION called forging, the farrier puts on a square-toe in the back and specially-shaped shoes in front HOW DOES THIS RELATE TO COMMUNICATING WITH THE OWNER? CONFUSING

Base recruiter related to first black mayor of Selma

GOOD USE OF SELECTED QUOTES.  STORY IS A LITTLE LONG FOR THE IMPORT.  QUESTIONS POP IN THE STORY SOMETIMES BECAUSE OF THE WAY IT IS BEING TOLD; THE QUESTIONS COULD BE DEALT WITH EASILY TO AVOID CONFUSING THE READER, SLOWING THE READER DOWN OR RISKING HAVING THE READER ABANDON THE STORY.

Day kept a scrapbook of news clippings about her uncle as he tried unsuccessfully IN PREVIOUS ELECTIONS.  UNLEAR HERE AND  3 WORDS WOULD HAVE AVOIDED HAVING READERS STOP  TO HAVE TO FIGURE IT OUT to wrest the mayor’s seat from the man who referred to himself as “the last white mayor of Selma.” Perkins was sworn in as Selma’s mayor Oct. 2.

This time, however, Smitherman won WORD CHOICE—HE DIDN’T WIN, HE LEAD A FIELD OF X NUMBER  by just 300 votes in the Aug. 22 general election, forcing a runoff election between the two.  Since the other two blacks running for mayor wouldn’t be on the ballot to split the vote, Day said she felt “eighty-five to ninety percent hopeful” that Perkins would win.  When the results came in, the tally stood at 6,220 for Perkins and 4,884 for Smitherman.

When she was 12, Day traveled to Washington, D.C., to visit Perkins and his wife NOW WE HAVE HIM IN WASHINGTON INSTEAD OF SELMA—NEED TO EXPLAIN THAT TO READER. They toured the White House, and he took Day to Camden Yards in Baltimore to see her first major league baseball game.  It was her first big trip, and the experience gave her a taste for life beyond the Deep South.

Day said she also saw racism up close in 1990. The predominantly black track team got into trouble one time for drinking beer.  Since school officials couldn’t narrow down who did it, the whole team, including Day, was suspended. The same year her debate team also got into trouble for coming very late to school after a field trip. The predominantly white team was dismissed with a warning, and the matter was dropped. CONFUSING—WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BLACK TEAM?

Bomb experts set up shop on base

CLEANLY WRITTEN, GOOD LEDE AND WRITER ALLOWED THE STORY TO END ITSELF.

When MSgt. Nicholas Santoro encounters his worst problems, he blows them up.  NICE LEDE

As a craftsman at the new explosive ordnance disposal flight, he has demolished literally IF THE FIGURE IS ACCURATE, YOU DON’T NEED LITERALLY; IF IT ISN’T, DON’T USE THE WORD, USE SOMETHING THAT MAKES CLEAR IT IS HYPERBOLE tons of explosive devices in his career.  He has detonated everything from a 35,000 pound Titan missile rocket motor to 5.56 millimeter M-16 bullets.  While stationed at the former Suwan AB, Republic of Korea, he helped blow up three 1,000-pound U.S. bombs discovered while widening a river near the former demilitarized zone in preparation for the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, South Korea.

 “Let’s just say we got a lot of fish that day,” he said.  GOOD ENDING ON THIS POGH, AVOIDING THE TEMPTATION TO PUT A PHILOSOPHICAL SUMMARY OF THE WRITER’S MAKING.
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AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print Category:
T

CATEGORY:
T02
AIR FORCE PRINT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
1ST LT. ALLEN D. GREER

BASE:
LOUISVILLE IAP, KY.

COMMAND:
ANG

PRODUCT TITLE:
AIRCREW/COMMUNICATIONS/BEAN/FIRE/ELECTION

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Lack of attention to detail and editing hurt this entry.  There were many clarity errors. In the Charity Meal story, why is there a United Parcel Service 727 (Should have the word Boeing before it) listed if this is a military air show?  And you must explain what a UH-64 Blackhawk is.  Your military members might know it's a helicopter, but spouses and family members might not.  In the fire story, you should get the property damage up high in the lede, especially since no one was killed or injured.  Your last sentence in that story says, "The firefighters and civil engineering people all did a great job," Smith said.  You quote TWO "Smiths" in the article.  Which one was this?  In the Aircrew helps save pilot after ocean crash" story, you give free advertising to Cessna, when saying a "single-engine airplane" would've been just as good.  I also wanted to hear comments from Haynes.  You should have interviewed him, and if you DID, you should've gotten more than "I can't thank you guys enough."

Judge #2 Comments:

Overall, pretty good writing, although I read some of the stories in other categories. Here is a breakdown of the others I read. Chef: Very solid story. Why does he have an interest in food? How much do they hope to raise? How much raised last year? Virus: Good job on a technical subject. I think anyone who uses a computer can read and understand this story. Fire: In-depth, very detailed story. What is McCallie's title? Moremen's title? Lewis' title? Use a synonym for "impingement." Ending is weak.

Judge #3 Comments:
Bean Team

Charity meal requires Herculean effort

CLEANLY WRITTEN.

That's because Bean Soup 2000, which benefits the WHAS    ACRONYMS ARE REAL STUMBLING BLOCKS FOR READERS.  AT LEAST SPELL THEM OUT ON FIRST MENTION, AND AVOID THEM IF POSSIBLE BY USING SYNONYMS Crusade for Children and other youth charities, has grown into a fittingly Herculean effort, with more than 1,500 people expected to visit the base March 23 for fun, fellowship and good old-fashioned home cooking.

"There's always something to do," said Lundergan, who first began FIRST BEGAN IS REDUNDANT (USUALLY) helping organize the event more than 20 years ago. 

This year's version promises to be the biggest yet, with an open house, door prizes and an aircraft static JARGON—WHAT’S THAT? display featuring an A-10 Thunderbolt,  C-130 Hercules, F-16 Fighting Falcon, United Parcel Service 727 and UH-64 Blackhawk, among others.

Communications flight foils love bug's bite

A RELATIVELY CLEAR PIECE DESCRIBING THE CRISIS AND THE ISSUE.  IT COULD HAVE BEEN ENRICHED BY TRYING TO SEE JUST WHAT KIND OF SPECIFIC INCONVENIENCES THE SHUTDOWN CAUSED.

Millions of people were victimized by the malicious "love letter," which promised acceptance HAVING TITILLATED INTEREST IN THE MESSAGE, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN GOOD TO QUOTE IT but delivered destruction, racking up billions of dollars in lost productivity and wiping out data files as it spread, experts said. 

Second, new viruses appear all THE time, and existing software may not catch them. Many of the 50,000 known viruses are disguised as AS OR IN? Microsoft Word attachments, making them doubly difficult to identify.

"When users log in to the LAN, they need to read the current virus definitions THIS IS COMPUTER JARGON THAT THE WRITER NEEDS TO TRANSLATE FOR READERS date that appears in the window, and they need to make sure they have the most current definitions installed on their PC," Tinsley said.

"If they don't, they need to run the live update THIS IS COMPUTER JARGON THAT THE WRITER NEEDS TO TRANSLATE FOR READERS immediately. That's the biggest step they can take.

Meanwhile, the communications flight is doing what it can to further restrict viral vectors THIS IS COMPUTER JARGON THAT THE WRITER NEEDS TO TRANSLATE FOR READERS.

Fire causes $50,000 in damage to Ops Building

A STARIGHTAWAY ACCOUNT OF A FIRE, BUT CONSIDERING HOW SMALL IT WAS, TOO LONG AND OVERWRITTEN.  SUMMARIZING BASIC INFORMATION FOR READERS INSTEAD OF QUOTING OFFICIALS AT LENGTH HELPS THE READER GET THROUGH THE STORY MORE EASILY.

"To contain the smoke, we had to break out a window in Maj. McCallie's office, which was very effective. There was minor smoke damage in that immediate area, but we prevented smoke damage to the rest of the building, which was extremely fortunate. LAST TWO PGHS COULD HAVE BEEN SUMMARIZED IN A SENTENCE.  MAKING STORY TIGHTER MAKES IT EASIER TO READ

"The firefighters and civil engineering people all did a great job," Smith said. CHEERLEADING QUOTE SHOULD BE EXCISED.

Aircrew helps save pilot after ocean crash

AN EXCITING RESCUE STORY. LEDE COULD HAVE BEEN MORE INVITING BY HINTING AT THE IMAGINATIVE IMPROVISATION THEY USED TO HELP THE PILOT.

The pilot, 35-year-old Alex Haynes of Seattle, was not harmed in the crash but could have sustained severe injuries WORD CHOICE—EXPOSURE NOT AN INJURY. SENTENCE NEEDS REWRITING because of exposure to the 50-degree  water. At such temperatures, death from hypothermia can occur within a few hours.

"We were performing a mission that we're not really trained to do, so we had to improvise as we went along," Lally said. REDUNDANT—HAVE SAID THIS TWICE ALREADY

Election recounts prove value of each vote 

THIS PIECE MAKES AN OBVIOUS POINT, BUT COULD HAVE DONE SO WITH MORE PUNCH BY GIVING PERCENTAGES OF VOTE DIFFERENCE, NOTING CLOSE RACE IN OTHER STATES, AGAIN USING STATISTICS FOR IMPACT RATHER THAN JUST THE WORD MERE.

That's because many voters apparently failed to punch their ballots adequately, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN PUNCHED ADEQUATELTY BUT THE CHADS DID NOT REACT PROPERLY FOR PHYSICAL REASONS leaving little pieces of hanging paper, called chads, that partially obstructed the holes indicating which candidates the voters intended to elect.

To address this issue, election officials decided they would make judgement SPELLING calls as to whether a voter actually meant to punch a hole-a process that has lead to even more lawsuits.
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AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print Category:
T

CATEGORY:
T03
AIR FORCE PRINT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
A1C RYAN HANSEN

BASE:
BARKSDALE AFB, LA.

COMMAND:
ACC

PRODUCT TITLE:
PRINT JOURNALISM ENTRIES

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

There is a wide variety of stories here, and if the writer keeps improving he's going to be extremely competitive in this category.  Right now it will take some ruthless editing as a start.  I like the style and the writing ability, though.  In the "Indoctrination" story I want to know why the course is set at 30 days.  And saying that the two NCOs serve a 90-day term is like saying they're in jail.  Find some other way to phrase it.  There are also grammar errors in some of the stories.  In the Indoctrination story, you write "It's something that they wouldn't have done if THEY went straight to their SQUADRON."  They is plural, so it takes a plural noun of "squadrons."  In the "Team Barksdale" story, you write "The 48 continuous states" in the lede.  The proper word is contiguous.  And you omitted the word "Base" after Minot Air Force in the bridge.  In the "Network Center" story, you write "We have to insure --".  The correct word is ENSURE.  In the sports story, you say, "The 2d Supply Squadron won THEIR fourth--"  Should be its fourth.  In that same sentence you say they won their fourth on March 9.  Sounds like they won all four on the same day.  Move that date to the end of the sentence, after the "WHERE" element.

Judge #2 Comments:

See comments for Category S.

Judge #3 Comments:
GENERALLY CLEAN WRITING FOR A NEW JOURNALIST, BUT NONE OF THESE ARTICLES WAS PARTICULARLY CHALLENGING.

FTAC graduates hit 1,000

Airmen receive indoctrination at base center


“I got to meet [CMSgt. William Higgins] and [Brig. Gen. Will Fraser],”BETTER OFF PARAPHRASING THAN USING A RE-LIMBED DIRECT QUOTE LIKE THIS ONE said Rodriquez. “If I didn’t go through FTAC, I probably wouldn’t have ever met them.”


“FTAC is a great starting place for airmen,” said SSgt. David Underwood, FTAC team leader. “They get acquainted with the base and are ready to go to work when they get to their squadrons.” REPETITIVE QUOTE—THIS POINT HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE


“They like meeting airmen from all over the base,” said Rich. “It’s something that they wouldn’t have done if they went straight to their squadron. REPETITOUS SENTENCE, POINT HAS BEEN MADE They spend 30 days together and build up a bond and start networking.”

Air Force installs CALCMs at Guam

Team Barksdale helps put missiles at Andersen AFB

Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, recently became the first installation outside the continuous WORD CHOICE--CONTIGUOUS states to store conventional air-launch cruise missiles thanks to help from Barksdale.

Placing CALCMs at Andersen AFB makes them immediately accessible for Barksdale and Minot AFB B-52 crews GRAMMAR--WHO that may forward deploy to Guam during contingencies. JARGON—FORWARD DEPLOY MEANS WHAT IN ENGLISH—WORK OUT OF; CONTINGENCIES MEANS WHAT? EVERYTHING AND NOTHING; IN THIS CASE DROP THAT PHRASE ALTOGETHER

“During a contingency, ANOTHER PHRASE TO DELETE a bomber could fly from the continental United States, fly its combat mission, launch the cruise missile and then proceed to Andersen to reload,” said Maj. Gen. Thomas Waskow, Pacific Air Forces director of air and space operations. “The aircraft could then fly another mission, providing quick re-strike capabilities.”

The 3,000-pound class CALCMs are capable of flying approximately 600 miles to strike targets while keeping the B-52 and crew out of harms POSSESSIVE way.


“It took an effort among four bases to make this work,” said Reese. “It was a great demonstration of teamwork that made it successful.” CUT THIS LAST SELF-SERVING QUOTE 

Network center keeps base connected

More than 30 people work behind the scenes to make Barksdale run smoothly

“We’re here to serve the base,” AVOID USING THESE SELF-SERVING PAT ON MY OWN BACK QUOTES.  STORY LOOSES CREDIBI8LITY WITH THEM said MSgt. Ron Maurer, NCO in charge of the network messaging center. “We receive [e-mail] traffic 24 hours a day from all over the world, and it’s our job to pick up those messages and get them out to our customers.”

“The mail flows through our firewall or proxy, WHAT’S THAT MEAN—NEEDS EXPLANATION then it is checked up-front for any suspicious viruses or anything of that nature through an anti-virus program,” said MSgt. Anthony Stover, NCO in charge of network engineering and circuit actions. “Then it’s disseminated to the server that person belongs to.”


Like any business dealing with high-tech computer equipment, the network messaging center is constantly REGULARLY MAYBE BUT NOT CONSTANTLY  updating its technology and the way it deals with its customers.

So even though most of the network messaging  center’s work goes unnoticed and unappreciated, they play a very important role in Barksdale’s everyday workload. REPETITIOUS—THIS POINT MADE SEVERAL TIMES ALREADY

2d SUPS over-30 dynasty continues with fourth championship in a row

SCORE BY SCORE REPORTING OF A BASKETBALL GAME GETS DULL QUICKLY; THIS SPORT NEEDS MORE OF A TREND, HIGHLIGHTS APPROACH, PUTTING HIGH SCORERES, REBOUNDERS, ETC., NEAR TOP, NOT IN LAST PGHS.

The 2d Supply Squadron won their NUMBERS DISAGREEMENT—SINGULAR NOUN, PLURAL POSSESSIVE fourth over-30 basketball championship in a row March 9 with a 63-48 victory over 2d Operations Support Squadron in the sports and fitness center.

2d MUNS/8th AF defeats 2d MG 2-1


2001
AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print Category:
T

CATEGORY:
T04
AIR FORCE PRINT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
SRA RANDY ROUGHTON

BASE:
GRAND FORKS AFB, ND

COMMAND:
AMC

PRODUCT TITLE:
PATRIOT/DOMESTIC/TATER/BLEEDS/FATHER

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Pretty good job overall.  I especially liked the "Airmen Bleed" story.  The "Base member's uncle" story struck me as rather incomplete, especially if you're tying it in to national Native-American/Indian Heritage Month.  You should have interviewed him more to get feelings on his captivity.  To see if he felt he did anything special in surviving.  And what did he DO in the war?  The same kind of stuff was true for the battered women story.  There wasn't a good local contact for the medical facility.  There SHOULD have been some information from those people.  And it would be nice to know if there is a battered women's shelter in the local area and a contact number to call (locally) for women who need help.

Judge #2 Comments:

Pretty fair writing. The leads were above average, and you used ample quotes and description. Some of the things I noted, in order: POW: Could have used more bio material on the subject, plus some thoughts on his POW experience. Good research. Your ending was too abrupt. Domestic: Not a bad article, at all. You said Susan is safe now. How? What happened? Did the problem just suddenly stop? Bleeds: Pretty fair. What type of blood is being sought? You could have used a quote from Husted, plus add some more info about his illness. Tater: Kind of a different tact to an age-old, boring subject -- although it is a subject that occasionally has to be told. Who is "I?" Reveille is at 0730? How can I join that outfit? Salute at parade rest? Father: Good lead. Bills can start being paid immediately, but they can be stretched over several years. Story is basically a puff piece and is poorly copy edited.

Judge #3 Comments:
STORY IS VERY BRIEF ABOUT SHAW; EVEN THOUGH HE SAID HE DIDN’T RECALL MUCH, AN INTERVIEWER COULD HAVE USED SEVERAL TECHNIQUES TO GET MORE INFORMATION OUT OF HIM—RE MEMBERED THE FOOD, FOR INSTANCE, INDICATING HE WOULD RECALL OTHER THINGS IF ASKED SPECIFICALLY.  THE STATISTICS WERE INTERESTING, BUT A FULLER PERSONAL STORY WOULD HAVE MADE THE PIECE RELEVANT.

Base member’s uncle remains state’s only surviving Native American Korean POW

STORY STARTS WELL, HAS ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS, ALTHOUGH BACKGROUND STATISTICAL INFORMATION DROPS IN ODDLY AT TIMES.  WHY WASN;T HUSBAND EVER PROSECUTED (A KEY POINT IN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ISSUE). STORY NEEDED SOME REAL DETAILS LIKE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION, EFFECT ON EVERYDAY LIVING, TO MAKE IT COME TO LIFE.

During their lifetime, one in three women will be a 

victim of domestic violence

Before they married, Susan thought she had found Prince Charming. But before long, Prince Charming turned into the prince of darkness. CLEAN, EFFECTIVE LEDE, WE KNOW WHERE WE ARE GOING.

“You don’t understand how someone who loves you can treat you like that,” she said. “If my mother was saying this and he’s saying this, I was thinking it must be true. POINT ABOUT MOTHER IS CONFUSING—SOUNDS AS IF SHE IS INVOLVED, AND ON HUSBAND’S SIDE.

   “You think you are who they say you are. There’s no self anymore. It’s gone.”  IT IS NOT OBVIOUS WHAT SHE IS TALKING ABOUT—THIS NEEDS ELABORATION, SOME SENSITIVE QUESTIONING FROM THE REPORTER.

Base bleeds for airman

EVEN THOUGH STORY WAS ABOUT BLOOD GIVING, THE BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE AIRMAN’S PROBLEM IS MISSING. ALSO OTHER BASIC INFORMATION SUCH AS HOW MUCH BLOOD WAS COLLECTED ALSO MISSING.

Husted had dangerously low bone marrow and platelet counts, said Dr. (Capt.) Patricia Mayer.  WHY, WHAT WAS NAME OF CONDITION—BASIC ELEMENT OF STORY

 “I find that to be typical of the younger generation. One girl in the class even said she didn’t care how much it hurt her. She was going to (donate blood) to help him.” WHAT CLASS/ LOOKS AS IF SOMETHING WAS CUT OR DROPPED FROM STORY THAT WOULD HAVE EXPLAINED THIS PGH.

Tater says ‘show me your flag’

NICE GIMMICK TO MAKE SOME BASIC POINTS.  BUT DON’T USE IT TOO OFTEN—IT IS A GIMMICK

Time tells father  really does know best

A COLUMNIST COURAGEOUSLY BARES HIS SOUL.  IT IS A VERY PERSONAL STORY, AND WE MUST HOPE HE HAS NOT LIBELED ANYONE, LIKE THE ALLEGED DRUNK OR HIS BOSSES.

Ever since elementary school, when I would re-write newspaper reports of University of Alabama football games, I had wanted to cover a major university sports beat. So as soon as a sports editor of a Montgomery newspaper told me TYPO a job once I had a degree, my mind was set.

Finishing that last year of school was difficult, but I expected it to be. Although I had 6.1. Bill benefits, I worked five jobs (at the local newspaper, a university sports magazine, work study and two convenient CONVENIENCE  stores). What I didn’t expect was that I soon learned that I missed wearing the uniform to work each day, although I continued to wear it one weekend a month in the Reserve.

But now I’m back and I think I’m going to be happy now.
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AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print Category:
T

CATEGORY:
T05
AIR FORCE PRINT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
TSGT. BILL LINCICOME

BASE:
AVIANO AB, ITALY

COMMAND:
USAFE

PRODUCT TITLE:
COPS/HEART/ITALIANS/603RD/SINGLES

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Generally good writing.  You featured solid ledes that drew in readers.  However, saying that a player is "unavailable" for a championship without stating WHY creates many more questions than it answers.  You also needed a bit more history on Italian Labor Day for your readers.  What a GREAT way this would have been to get in a little local culture.

Judge #2 Comments:

This writer will one day soon be an excellent story teller. The articles, one at a time: Football: Could have used a few more stats to enhance the descriptive portion. How were the drives accomplished, etc.? Why wasn't Swenson available? Heart: Good lead. When using ages, use the figure -- check your stylebook. The end of the story was kind of blah. Italian: Kind of a shallow piece. What is Operation Allied Force?  Ending was too abrupt. Savings: Very solid lead. You transport equipment, not convoy it. You could have used some meatier quotes. Need a transition before the third to last graf. It seems like a lot of pertinent facts were left out -- facts that would have greatly enhanced the story. Softball: Nicknames aren't really necessary. Probably 90% of intramural players have nicknames, many of them not printable. However, you handled this intramural piece exactly the way it should have been done -- feature one game, then run capsules on the others.

Judge #3 Comments:
Cops nab flag football championship

A GOOD ACOUNT OF THE IMPORTANCE AND THE DRAMA OF THE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME.  IT IS SLOWED DOWN BY THE RECOUNTING OF HOW THE TEAM GOT TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME—THAT COULD HAVE GONE AT THE BOTTOM.

He also hit seldom-used receiver Marquis “Q” Navarro on 10-yard and 34-yard scoring strikes and scrambled for another three-yard score just before the half.  But the maintainers stayed close as quarterback Steve Kitis hit John Moceika for a pair of touchdowns in the first half.  The duo hooked up a third time early in the second half to cut the deficit to 24-18.GOOD SUMMARY COVERS A LOT OF GROUND

HEART spreads Thanksgiving cheer

STORY OBVIOUSLY LIMITED BECAUSE WRITER DID NOT GO ON THE VISIT. SO HE NEEDS TO TRY TO GET MORE DETAILED INFORMATION FROM THOSE WHO DID GO THERE—SIGHTS, SOUNDS, SMELLS—TO BRING THE CAMP ALIVE TO READERS

Irvin, spouse of Tech. Sgt. Kenneth Irvin, assigned to 31st Maintenance Squadron, was one of about 30 members stationed at or temporarily assigned to Aviano who visited this Bosnian refugee camp located just inside the Slovenian border, Saturday.  Irvin, along with her six-year-old son Kyle and three-year-old daughter Brianna, helped serve a Thanksgiving-style meal and deliver much-needed clothes to the mostly elderly refugees.  Irvin said the five-hour visit was an eye-opening and moving experience.  “I had never seen anything like it before,” Irvin tearfully shared during the 10 a.m. Protestant Sunday service at the Aviano chapel.  “These people have absolutely nothing, not even shoes.  It really made me think about just how blessed we really are and how shallow it often sounds when we say how thankful we are.” PGH IS VERY LONG, NEEDS TO BE BROKEN UP INTO AT LEAST THREE PGHS; LONG PGHS MIXED WITH QUOTES AND NAMES ARE HARDER TO READ

Italians and Americans, working together through the years

STORY DOES AN ADEQUATE JOB OF TAKING NOTE OF ITALIAN CONTRIBUTIONS, IN A GENERAL WAY.  IT COULD HAVE BENEFITTED FROM SPECIFICS, SUCH AS AN EXAMPLE TO BACK UP THE VALUE OF CONTINUITY.  TO BE COMPLETE AND CREDIBLE, THE REPORTER SHOULD HAVE ASKED WHETHER HAVING FOREIGN CIVILIANS EVER PRESENTED ANY PROBLEMS--INCIDENTS, PAPERWORK, LANGUAGE; AND ASK THE CIVILIANS THE SAME QUESTION.  BALANCE IS IMPORTANT.

Today, more than 600 Italian civilians are employed at Aviano AB.  They contribute to nearly every facet of Aviano’s day-to-day mission from tracking supply equipment to services to helping construct WORD CHOICE—THEY DIDN’T CONSTRUCT THE PROJECT; THEY HELPED CONSTRUCT THE BUILDINGS IN THE PROJECT. Aviano 2000, the $530 million base construction project.  

Ada Presta has demonstrated that dedication for decades.  During the last 20 years, TIGHTEN WRITING BY TAKING OUT EITHER FOR DECADES OR THE LAST 20 YEARS   Presta has worked at the base fire department, services, and pass and registration.  

603rd rolls up the savings, wins AF award

WRITING A LITTLE LOOSE, WITH WORDY, UNNECSSARY PHRASES, REDUNDANCIES.  AN EXPLANATION OF WHY RAIL WAS CHEAPER WOULD HAVE HELPED—OR IF THE DIFFERENCE WAS SO BIG, WHY HADN’T THAT BEEN DONE BEFORE.

The deployment required the 603rd ACS to move tons of equipment ranging from five-ton trucks to satellite communication dishes by boat SHIP– a trip that took more than a week.  After off-loading at the port, the unit then had to convoy the equipment several more hours to the exercise site.  

The element deployed two members to guide a 14-vehicle convoy of vehicles carrying communication and radar equipment to help the unit set up operations at Mount Jacotenete, a site located TIGHTEN BY DELETING PREVIOUS 3 WORDS   about 500 miles south of Aviano, during Operation’s Noble Anvil and Allied Force last year.  After a grueling 14-hour drive, the members helped get the site up and running within 22 hours after arriving TIGHTEN BY DELETING LAST 2 WORDS   , said Staff Sgt. Mike Johnson, one of the deployed members. “That was a pretty hectic time – long days and nights,” Johnson recalled.  “No one was really thinking about how long we were working, though.  We were just trying to get the mission done.”

Singles, home-run rule help push 603rd ACS-A past 31st SUPS, 20-9
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Print Category:
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CATEGORY:
T06
AIR FORCE PRINT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
SUE BAKER

BASE:
WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB, OHIO

COMMAND:
AFMC

PRODUCT TITLE:
STEP/WOMEN/WWII/HAWK/TOOL

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

It's very difficult to write about technical issues without sounding dull, dry or nerdy.  But try to put some of those technical issues in terms of HUMAN terms.  Unless your audience is entirely Ph.D's, readers will likely bail out on many technical stories after the ledes.  And all your hard research will go for nothing.  Talk with common, everyday airmen who use the equipment and see how THEY like it.

Judge #2 Comments:

Pretty good, overall writing. Breakdown by story: Global: Were both on April 20? Or was April 20 an appositive separated by commas? Why mention just Portugal? East or west side of the Gulf Coast? You should note that the Madeira Island are off the coast of Africa. Weak ending. Who cares? A tough, technical piece to write. This is something that has to be described in simple terms in order to be enjoyed by all readers. Unfortunately, this wasn't done; much of it looks like it was copied from literature. Very hard to follow. Tool: Good lead. What is Vista Sabre? I don't understand the graf that starts, "In December 1999.." You postponed until, not rescheduled. What units and where -- to get the system? WWII: Very good lead; a grabber. Where is Patterson Field? Good anecdote about Mrs. Roosevelt. I think the graf that starts, "Sylvia (Fox).." would have been a good bridge. Why an historical panel discussion. The story kind of petered out the last four grafs. Women: Very good job. Where is Wright-Patterson? What were the radios installed in? Altitude: Your second graf would have been a nice lead. The story is very interesting. However, it could have been presented better. You lack description. Could have used a lot more quotes, anecdotes, stats, etc. The effects on the body at 100,000 feet was excellent. Abrupt ending. I expected quotes from the participants -- especially Kittinger -- about his thoughts today of the importance of the tests.
Judge #3 Comments:
STORY IS FULL OF JARGON AND PROCESS MATERIAL THAT HIDES JUST WHAT THIS HAWK DOES AND WHAT THE EXERCISES ARE TESTING IT FOR.  VERY HARD READ.

Global Hawk exercises its capabilities 

The Air Force's Global Hawk unmanned aerial vehicle   CAN WE FIND A MORE SPECIFIC DESCRIPTIVE WORD THAN THIS JARGON GENERALITY, LIKE PLANE?  BASICALLY IT SEEMS TO BE A RECONNAISANCE OR SPY PLANE, SO THAT OUGHT TO BE IN THE LEDE TOO today began a six-week deployment to the Air Armament Center at Eglin AFB, Fla., to demonstrate its unique reconnaissance capabilities during two major exercises. 

In the second exercise, JTFEX 00-02, slated to run May 14-19, Global Hawk will provide direct support for the joint maritime mission of a Navy carrier battle group and an amphibious ready group/Marine expeditionary unit in a littoral (land-sea) environment,    AVOID JARGON--JUST SAY LAND-SEA EXERCISE, RATHER THAN LITTORAL ENVIRONMENT    according to Trundy. 

IN STORIES ON NEW TECHNOLOGY, WRITER MUST MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO AVOID JARGON AND EXPLAIN IN EVERYDAY ENGLISH.  ESCHEW ACRONYMS, USE SYNONYMS.  THIS IS A VERY TOUGH STORY FOR ANYONE OTHER THAN AN ADVANCED PILOT TO FOLLOW.

Tool provides 'critical edge' for pilots 

Although the need  WORD CHOICE--NEED HAS ALWAYS BEEN THERE, THE RECOMMENDATION MAY HAVE BEEN MADE IN 1995    for JHMCS originated in a September 1995 joint operational requirements document developed by the U.S. air combat community, the seeds for this effort were planted in the Air Force and Navy "Vista Sabre" program,   WHAT IS THAT?   McLure said. 

VERY READABLE STORY BECAUSE OF SOME OF LIVELY QUOTES.  IN SOME CASES, THOUGH, THE STORY COULD HAVE BEEN TIGHTENED BY TAKING OUT EXTRANEOUS AND UNUSEFUL PARTS OF THE QUOTE, EITHER USING ELLIPSES OR PARAPHRASING.  SEVERAL PGHS RUN TOO LONG, NEED TO BE BROKEN UP. WITH THIS KIND OF MATERIAL, THE STORY COULD HAVE STARTED OFF WITH AN ANECDOTAL LEDE TO GRAB THE READER.

Women 'fought' World War II at home 

A CLEAN ACCOUNT OF AN EVENT.  BUT FIRST PGH, WHICH FOCUSES ON THE LUNCH BEING HELD, COULD HAVE BEEN MORE INVITING AND MORE ON POINT OF THE REST OF THE STORY BY TAKING SOME MATERIAL FROM THE GENERAL'S SPEECH--SOMETHING LIKE WOMAN FORMING THE BACKBONE OF THE WWII WORKFORCE FROM NUCLEAR PHYSICISTS TO BASEBALL PLAYERS TO AIRCRAFT REPAIRERS TO WAR CORRESPONDENTS.  OR FOCUSING ON SOME OF THE WOMEN HONORED IN A SIMILAR RANGE FASHION.

Women served war effort 

• Pauline Fogarty, who also joined civil service as a clerk-stenographer in 1942, working in personnel, training and the surgeon general's offices until 1948, and who still remembers how soldiers returning home received a musical hero's   MUSICAL HERO???    welcome at Patterson Field. 

LONG PGHS IN THIS STORY, WHICH IS FILLED WITH LOTS OF TECHNICAL DETAIL.  IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EASIER ON THE READER TO BREAK THEM UP.

"The Highest Step" Opens Space To Manned Flight

"I stopped at the edge of the door, looked out, and said quietly: 'Lord, take care of me now,'" Kittinger said. "Then I stepped out - and for the next four minutes and 37 seconds, raced earthward in free fall, at speeds up to 714 miles per hour, faster than the speed of sound - and established, through the Excelsior III program, that man could survive emergency descents from the very shores of space itself."  GOOD QUOTE, WELL PLACED HIGH IN STORY

In his two previous Excelsior jumps - on Nov. 16 and Dec. 11, 1959 - Kittinger had reached WORD CHOICE--IT IS NOT THAT JHE CLIMBED THAT HIGH BUT THAST HE WORKED AT THOSE ALTITUDES altitudes of 76,000 and 75,000 feet, respectively. But surviving above 100,000 feet was entirely another matter. At that altitude, if any of his survival gear failed, the effects could be fatal. First, his saliva would start to bubble, then his skin would puff up in spots, his stomach bloat, and his eyes swell and pop out. A Eventually, his veins and arteries would rupture as his blood sought escape into the vacuum of space. GOOD DESCRIPTIVE DETAIL, BUT IT NEEDS ATTRIBUTION FROM SOME EXPERT.

Before the then-Captain Kittinger's historic, manned jumps, the Wright Field engineers spent three years at Holloman, working with the help of the local balloon branch there on heavily-instrumented dummies, which they would take on a rack ?????    up to 100,000 feet to try different configurations of the main parachute. The chute itself was a variation of the standard Army parachute first manufactured in Dayton. 

Wearing a "lucky" red hunting cap, Kittinger, then 32 years old, suited up with more than 150 pounds of instrumentation, pressure- and life-support equipment, with help from "dressing" crew. At about 5 a.m., weighing about 300 pounds, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN GOOD HERE TO  GIVE HIS NORMAL WORK    he exited the trailer and was hoisted onto the flatbed truck holding the gondola, where he was crammed into a sitting position inside the cab. 
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PRODUCT TITLE:
CIVIL/COUPLE/88/NCO/IRL

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Your stories were good, but short.  More details would have eliminated many questions in your stories, such as when Chad Hennings won those Super Bowl rings.  And WHEN did he retire from the NFL?  There is also a grammar error in the IRL team story.  You write "While in town, the TEAM visited the Academy and shared THEIR excitement--"  TEAM is singular.  Requires "its" as the possessive pronoun.  In the "Academy civil servant" story, why start out with a lede that emphasizes the Superintendent???  That will NOT draw in readers other than the superintendent's family.  You also misspelled Fort DEVENS.

Judge #2 Comments:

Pretty good writing. NCOY: OK, although it started out as a self-serving story. Some stats could have really strengthened the story. NFL: Very good story. Planning is misspelled. Need some info on Hennings -- what positive did he play? Years he played on Super Bowl winners? The ending doesn't really tie to the story. IRL: Good PR/Recruiting piece. What does PDM stand for? How far south of the AF Academy is Pike's Peak?  Deer: Very good story; nice play on words in the lead. Elaborate on "selected this year to test their shooting skills." What is an acceptable number of deer?

Judge #3 Comments:
Former NCO nominee recalls thrill of victory

SPECIFICS TOSUPPORT THE GENERALIZATIONS (SUCH AS LIFE-CHANGING, SUPPOIRT FROM WIFE) WOULD HELP MAKE THIS VIEW MORE REAL.

’88 Academy grad, NFL star pumps up cadet candidates

STORY FAILS IN SOME BASICS, LIKE SAYING WHAT POSITION HE PLAYED AND LEAVING TOWARD END IN SOMEONE’S QUOTE THAT HE PLAYS FOR DALLAS.  SOME FUNDAMENTAL WRITING ERRORS ALSO OCCUR.

Determination, motivation and continuous hard work can lead aspiring Air Force officers down the road of limitless opportunity COMMA according to the well-known Air Force officer and NFL player. NEED TO NAME HIM HERE AT FIRST MENTION

The hard work ethic, perseverance, discipline and attention to detail he learned as a cadet, Hennings said, will help cadets, throughout their careers and for the rest of their lives. THE ESSENCE OF THIS POINT HAS BEEN MADE.

IRL team gets recruiting on track

The team believes the May 31 inaugural showing of the Thunderbird theme Indy car could play a huge ground-zero WHAT MEAN BY THIS--UNCLEAR role in Air Force recruiting efforts.  Hornish rolled out this Memorial Day not at “a race” but rather, at “the race,” the Indy 500.

The PDM team includes, Bill Stewart, a former Air Force data acquisitions specialist.  “We have a great team ELIMINATE THE SELF-SERVING PART OF THIS QUOTE and we’re planning a very aggressive 48 stop road show next year including displaying our cars “Freedom” and “Protection” as well as an F-16 simulator,” Diatlovich said in a phone interview Wednesday.  “One of our goals is to build a rapport between the youth of America and our driver Sam Hornish Jr., who’ll be at 24 of the 48 scheduled stops next year.”  

The goal of the team is a patriotic one … to say “thanks” to the men and women who serve in the United States Air Force. EARLIER WE SAY THE GOAL IS RECRUITING

The relationship between the PDM Racing Team and Air Force leaders has gotten off to a flying start with the SECAF offering the car owners and driver opportunity to soar with the Thunderbirds soon. LAST PGH READS LIKE A HOMILY OR AN UNNCESSARY SUMMARY OF THE STORY.  WITHOUT IT, THE STORY ENDS FINE.

THIS LONGEVITY FEATURE STARTS OFF WITH A NICE FIRST PARAGRAPH TO PUT HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON A CAREER, BUT IT THEN FAILS TO TIE THOSE EVENTS LATER IN THE STORY—WHAT WAS HE DOING WHEN JFK GOT SHOT, OR HIS THOUGHTS ON VIET NAM.  STORY EEDS SOME PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF GALAID, SOME PERSONAL STUFF TO BRING HIM ALIVE.  WRITER NEEDS TO WORK ON MAKING SURE HIS ALLUSIONS AND OTHER WRITING DEVICES ARE CLEAR.

When Beantown native Hal Galaid, 78, pulls the plug on his active-duty/civil service career April 28, he hopes to turn toward his love for animals.  Galaid has served in a personnel capacity at the Academy for more than 36 years following an active-duty stint totaling some 20 odd SOME AND ODD ARE BOTH GENERALIZING TERMS—PICK ONE OR THE OTHER, BUT NOT BOTH years as well. 

The son of a professional REDUNDANT WORD SINCE YOU NAME HIS JOBS Associated Press and Boston Post photographer, Galaid reflects fondly on his childhood.  Sifting through black and white photos shot by his dad, a stroll down memory lane is only as far away as his cherished three-ring binder AN OBSCURE ALLUSION—WHAT DOES IT REFER TO?  READER IS LEFT PUZZLED..

As a youngster, the Brighton High School graduate wasn’t terribly familiar with Babe Ruth or Lou Gehrig, or even much of a baseball fan. But dad’s access through photography led to him meeting both legends of the diamond COMMA and childhood photo opportunities with the Babe in New York and Atlanta are now considered personal gems.  However, the family and pet photos liberally spread throughout the album suggest yet another personal field of dreams. 

One dream for Galaid, desiring to follow in his dad’s footsteps, was to become a military shutterbug.  However, one day changed the course of this man’s history forever A LITTLE OVERDRAMATIC, ISN’T IT?.

Subsequent military assignments for Galaid, who’d been selected as one of 62 Army enlisted members to take competitive exams for West Point, included Lakeland Army Air Base, east of Tampa, and Drew Field where he was involved in the base closure.  “In 1945, I got kicked out for being surplus.  Everybody was getting out at that time.”  Unable to find good work on the outside, Galaid was able to reenlist and rejoin the ranks despite shattering the 90-day window of opportunity to do so WHAT IS THIS ABOUT? UNCLEAR.    A recruiting drive initiated at the time gave him a chance to reengage at his previously earned rank. “I gobbled up the opportunity and got back in the service.”

His saddest WHY SAD—HE STILL WANTED TO TAKE THE FLIGHT.  WORD CHOICE IS THE PROBLEM. MAYBE WEIGHTIEST MEMORY WOULD DO IT recollection during his active-duty service comes from while serving in the 5th Air Rescue Squadron and occurred Sept. 30, 1949.  

In three and a half decades, Galaid’s seen the good, the bad and the ugly ... and,  “Through it all, I’ve made lots of great friends,” he said.  “The military experience overall (both active and civil service) has been very enjoyable. It’s whatever you make it.  It can be anything from a bed of roses to a bed of hot coals ... it’s up to the individual.” DROP END QUOTE BECAUSE HE CONTINUES SPEAKING IN NEXT PGH  

A couple of shots now…

INTERESTING STORY ABOUT THE PROGRAM.  IT COULD HAVE BEEN ENRICHED BY SOME MORE DESCRIPTION OF JUUST WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO BE HUNTING THERE—SIGHTS, SOUNDS, SMELL.  DID THEY CAMP OUT OR RETURN TO HUNT FROM BASE EACH MORNING?

Of the 15 tags sold for the mid-month hunt, all 11 hunters WHAT HAPPENED TO THE OTHER FOUR took aim and all scored hits Dec. 18 and 19 to help maintain the size and overall health of the Academy herd.

The pair were among those selected this year to test their shooting skills while helping the Academy continue to control the local herd .SAYS SAME THING AS 3RD PGH

 “We offer briefings to explain the ecological justification for controlling the Academy’s deer population,” McDermott said.  He sites “explosive development” in the area over the last decade and a loss of habitat correlation WHAT’S THIS MEAN?  SOUNDS LIKE JARGON as a major factor.  “The growth has put more and more pressure on Academy lands,” he said.  

Rieck had nothing but praise for the natural resources staff.  “They are an outstanding team and a lot of fun to work with,” he said. CHEERLEADING QUOTE.  IT REDUCES STORY’S CREDIBILITY AND INCREASES ITS LENGTH
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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

It's good that you are trying a wide variety of stories.  Better editing would have improved your score, though.  For instance, in the "Reenlist or not" story, you say, "One individual, who just had a baby, was getting out due to a conflict with HIS supervisor."  Males cannot have babies.  Same story.  "If an AIRMAN is set on getting out, Chaney provides THEM--".  That's an agreement problem.  Airman is singular.  Requires a "him or her" as the pronoun in this case.  Write around that by saying, "Chaney gives airmen intent on getting out--".  You also give free advertising to SAIC in the "IMA program" story by saying, "He credits a came contractor, SAIC, with teaching him--."  No need to mention the company by name.  In the "Patrick launches holiday spirit" story, there's a dangling modifier in the sentence, "VOLUNTEERING WITH HER CHURCH, 15 elderly members of the local community received boxes of food to prepare a full traditional meal."  The "volunteering" phrase modifies nothing.  Rewrite this.  Errors like this tend to bring down your credibility as a writer.

Judge #2 Comments:

Good basic writing. A few things that could have been clearer. How did the marinara sauce affect his running? The bridge in the marathon story is a bit confusing, primarily by the way it was worded. Has Flowers recovered 100% in the Cape story. What kind of treatment did he receive? Miss any work? Overall, pretty good.

Judge #3 Comments:
GOOD RESCUE STORY. WRITER ALLOWS HERO TO TELL THE STORY, AND DOES GOOD JOB TALKING TO THE RESCUED.

Cape guardsman hero

Unfortunately, WHOLE EVENT IS UNFORTUNATE—DON’T NEED THIS WORD the impact jammed the center console against the seat belt release. Trapped upside-down, his air supply quickly depleted, he loses consciousness. THESE TWO SENTENCES MIX PRESENT AND PAST VERB TENSE—THAT IS CONFUSING

As Flowers lay sprawled out on the bank of the canal, the first civilian told Moore that he was trained in CPR. Together, he and Moore began the effort to bring the victim back to life. Weary from pulling him from the SUV and tiring from the exertion of administering CPR, they began to give up hope. GRAMMAR—WEARY MODIFIER APPLIES TO BOTH AS WRITTEN, AND ONLY MOORE DID THE PULLING

Patrick launches holiday spirit above and beyond gate

GOOD WRAPUP OF HOLIDAY SERVICE WORK. TOLD CLEANLY AND STRAIGHT AWAY.

Some people view the holidays as a time to receive gifts, but in order to receive a gift, someone has to give it. Members of the Patrick community have pulled together through numerous programs to excel in the art of giving, and they have aimed their holiday spirit at those in need outside the physical DIDN’T NEED THIS WORD-BOUNDARIES ARE BOUNDARIES boundaries of the base.

"I do it because I have a heart," said Master Sgt. David McCoy, another coordinator for the program. "It's also good for the Air Force... getting involved with the community we serve." SELF SERVING QUOTE

IMA Program helps Wing, Reservists complete Total Force

CLEAN STORY ON NEW PROGRAM.  STORY ALSO SHOULD ASK PRINCIPALS: WHAT ARE DRAWBACKS, WHAT ARE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS TO GIVE STORY BALANCE AND THUS CREDIBILITY.

"We determined the need for something like this following Hurricane Floyd," said Col. Beverly Plosa-Bowser, the IMAWHAT’S THAT?  MAKE SURE ACRONYMS ARE CLEAR IN WHAT THEY STAND FOR to the 45th SW commander. "Actions needed to be accomplished, but the active-duty forces were short-handed and there was no viable, immediate way to access the IMA force to help with special skills, such as flying Aero Club planes to a safe location."

They will be the only ones with the ability WORD CHOICE-OTHER HAVE THE ABILITY, THEY DON’T HAVE THE CLEARANCE. to modify their records.

Brennan is very familiar with the site WORDINESS—JUST SAY HE DESIGNED IT as he was primarily responsible for designing it. He has also designed a site similar to IMAADS for the Pentagon's IMA force. The main differences between the two sites are size, Patrick's site includes a larger contingent of IMAs, and accessibility, the Pentagon's is secured behind a firewall and can only be accessed at the Pentagon. A unique aspect of IMAADS is that IMAs will be able to access and update their information from their home computers over the Internet.

As an additional layer of security, IMAADS is located on a separate computer server than the one used by the rest of the wing. The server was built using equipment donated by the 45th Communications Squadron that had been scheduled for turn-in to DRMOWHAT’S THAT?. There was no cost to the Air Force other than the man-days used in its creation.

According to Brennan, the project took more than a year to bring online. Building the program and equipment only took three months, but getting all of the necessary paperwork and approvals, particularly from the security aspect, DOES NOT PARSE—MEAN TO SAY SIMPLY: BECAUSE OF SECUITY added a tremendous amount of time.

Patrick's IMAADS is the only program of its kind in Air Force Space Command. The only other program similar to it is the one at the Pentagon. COVERED THIS ALREADY

Plosa-Bowser said that she expects it to take at least a month before IMAADS begins to reach its potential. The first step will be for IMAs to contact the Reserve Affairs Office to begin the process of inputting their information. After the word spreads, the active duty units will have quicker access to reservists need for temporary taskings. TASKS

WATCH FUNDAMENTALS OF WRITING

Patrick members run in Air Force Marathon

Patrick fielded five athletes who ran the entire WORD NOT NEEDED   26.2-mile course as well as two separate relay teams. They were among nearly 3,000 runners, including mare TYPO than 350 relay teams,

"For me, the toughest part was the homemade marinara sauce from a local Italian restaurant the night before," said Fancher. "It made things pretty tough between miles 17 and 18, otherwise, the run went well." NICE BRIGHT QUOTE

Fancher should know, PUNCTUATION--SEMICOLON he's been running since high school. He’s competed innumerous events including the Boston Marathon and the Pike's Peak Marathon. "I like doing it -- it's no deep philosophy," said Fancher. "You should do fitness activities you like because you'll stick with it."

Reenlist or not?

NCO tackles issue in newly created job

STORY FOCUSES ON THE NEW CAREER FIELD RATHER THAN THE SERVICE IT PROVIDES.  THAT WOULD SEEM TO APPEAL TO A MORE NARROW AUDIENCE.

Previously, WORD CHOICE—PREVIOUSLY IMPLIES THEY NO LONGER DO, AND THERE IS NOTHING TO INDICATE THAT.  first line supervisors had problems keeping up with the changes in military benefits.
