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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:
Sports is a WONDERFUL place to get people's names in the publication.  Your sports story should've contained more names and included details of how the team won.  You also needed some reaction quotes.  You had grammar problems in the sports story when you wrote "Moody coach Alexis Brown said THEIR team was --"  Moody is singular.  It requires an "it" as the pronoun.  Write AROUND that problem by saying "the" team.  In the fire story, readers wonder WHERE the Jennings' were.  That's a basic question that raises suspicion when you don't answer it, or you say they were unavailable for comment.  When you wrote "Other agencies who provided --" you used a wrong word.  WHO refers only to people.  THAT refers to organizations, etc. In the Pilot Training story, you use jargon by saying that a cost analysis "ensures fund propriety."  What's THAT mean?  In the Partners' story, you hardly mention names at all, and you don't detail HOW the games were won.  Read the Associated Press roundup stories of major-league baseball and pattern your stories after those.  Quotes also make a sports story come alive.  In the racing story you give a free advertising plug to Simmons motors.  The story would not suffer if you used the generic "racing motors."  There was also an agreement problem with the "Montgomery Motor Speedway -- THEIR Web site".  Speedway is singular.  Requires "its Web site."

Judge #2 Comments:
You have the makings of a pretty good writer. Taking your pieces in order: Basketball: It wasn't bad, although a bit shallow. It wasn't so much what was said, but what wasn't said.  You could have used some stats to strengthen the story. Fire: Very well done. IFT: a bit technical in spots, but still pretty decent. Softball: was this slo-pitch? Give the highlights of the seventh inning. You need some action stats -- who did what and how. NCO: Good story. You could have used a transition before the "The Valley, Ala..: graf. How did he hook up with MMS? Types of cars? Speeds?
Judge #3 Comments:
Basketball teams win

Men’s, women’s teams best Moody

The Maxwell/Gunter base basketball men’s and women’s GENDER SHOULD GO IN FRONT OF BASKETBALL INDICATING WHAT KIND OF BASKETBALL IT IS teams beat Moody Air Force Base, Ga., teams Saturday and Sunday.

Although scoring for the Lady Warriors was spread throughout the team, Michelle Archie was the only player in double figures with 16 points. PGH BREAK HERE “We played together as a team,” said Maxwell coach Slennia Whitening. With these wins, the ladies SOME MIGHT CONSIDER THIS SEXIST (AND POSSIBLY INACCURATE).  YOU DON’T CALL THE MEN GENTLEMEN. improved their record to 3-3.

The Maxwell/Gunter men came into the weekend with a 5-0 record and stayed on top of the Western Division by beating Moody 89-81 Saturday and 95-74 Sunday. Zach Lampkin had 23 points in Saturday’s game IF BOTH OCCURRED IN SAT’S GAME, PUT THIS PHRASE AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE and Howard Byrd had 18.

Fire breaks out in Maxwell housing area

SHOULD GET FROM FIRE DEPT. HOW IT STARTED, ANY $$$ESTIMATE OF DAMAGES.  NEEDS A DESCRIPTION OF THE PHYSICAL SCENE AFTER THYE FIRE—REPORTER SHOULD GO TO THE PLACE.

Fortunately EDIROIALIZING, NOT GOOD FOR A NEWS STORY, Jennings, who works at the Community College of the Air Force, and his family were not home when the fire started.

At the same time, Heather Cabrera, a neighbor, woke up by what she said sounded like firecrackers and looked out the window to investigate. “I saw sparks and kicked my husband (to wake him GLAD YOU INCLUDED THE MOTIVE) who called the fire department,” she said. As her husband dialed 911, Heather went to the home of Master Sgt. William Oldham, a base fire inspector, to inform him of the emergency. 

IFT prepares prospective pilots

STORY NEEDS TO EXPLAIN A MAJOR POINT—THE ATTRITION RATE.  WHY IS IT UP—PILOTS DROPPING OUT OR FLUNKING OUT.  WHY DID IT GO UP?  STORY HAS GOOD DETAIL ON THE NEW PROGRAM BUT IT ALSO HAS A LOT OF PROCESS STUFF—WHO DOES THE ACCOUNTING, ETC., THAT WOULD BE OF VERY LIMITED INTEREST.

To combat this problem, a small group of people at Air Force Officer Accession and Training Schools headquartered at Maxwell stepped up to the challenge and created a cost-effective program that meets the Air Force goal of correcting those problems. LAST SENTENCE HAS A LOT OF CHEERLEADING IN IT BUT DOES NOT SAY SPECIFICALLY WHAT WAS DONE. IT NEEDS ATTRIBUTION—SOME OFFICIAL CLAIMING FOR INSTANCE THAT IT IS COST-EFFECTIVE.
Introductory Flight Training was created in November 1998 to reduce the attrition rates at SUPT. It is now required prior to SUPT and introduces qualified candidates to the fundamentals of aviation by allowing them to maneuver in a small private aircraft. The objective is to prepare future pilots for the rigors of operating a faster military aircraft.

Partners runner-up in state tournament

CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF TOURNEY COVERS MANY DETAILS.  BUT SPORTS STORY WOULD BE GETTER TO GET HIGHLIGHTS AT TOP—LOSING HIGH SCORING GAME TO A TEAM IT HAD TO PLAY TWICE, TOP SCORING PLAYERS, ETC. TO GIVE IT FOCUS AND MAKE IT INTERESTING.

Maxwell/Gunter men’s varsity softball team, the Maxwell/Gunter/Montgomery Partners, THAT IS A MOUTHFUL TPO PUT IN THE LEDE     finished second in the Industrial “A” State Tournament held in Valley, Ala., July 28-29.

The Partners came out strong in their first game Friday night by defeating Worthington Steel 19-6 in six innings. In their NUMBERS DISAGREEMENT WITH NOUN second game, MGM trailed West Point Stevens 11-4 after five innings and scored eight runs in the sixth and two in the top of the seventh to pull ahead. West Point Stevens tied the game in the bottom of the seventh inning, forcing the game to extra innings, when the Partners scored for the win. 

Gunter NCO carries on racing tradition in Montgomery

NICE STORY ABOUT A DIFFERENT “THING TO DO”.  INVITING TOP TO THE STORY.  SHOULD HAVE INCLUDED ADMISSION PRICES.  STORY STARTS TO TELL THINGS FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE MANAGER—WHAT HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR—RISKING THE REACTION “WHO CARES?” FORTUNATELY THE QUOTES ARE REVEALING ABOUT WHAT GOES ON, INCLUDING SOME INSIDE STUFF THAT IS INTERESTING.

With the rumble of engines, the cars begin to make their way around the track at the Montgomery Motor Speedway. As the pace car brings the racers past the grandstand, the announcer encourages fans to stand and wave. The cars weave back and forth across the track to heat up their tires so they’ll stick to the track. Once the pace car’s lights are turned off and it exits the track, the race begins with the waving of the green flag. GOOD DETAIL, PUTS READER AT THE SCENE

Jones must watch every car and communicate with all track employees to ensure crashes are spotted immediately and cleaned up. Races covered by ESPN require an even quicker clean up. “It must be done by the end of the commercial break,” he said. GOOD POINT NOT WELL KNOWN

The track offers a variety of races to include pure stock, super stock, dwarf cars and trucks. NEED TO EXPLAIN THESE A LITTLE

Montgomery Motor Speedway holds the distinction of being the first paved speedway in Alabama. It was built in 1952 USELESS DETAIL and opened for racing in 1953. The transition from the common quarter-mile dirt oval to the half-mile paved track was something spectacular for both fans and drivers, according to the speedway’s Web site. GOOD HONEST ATTRIBUTION—MANY WRITERS WOULD JUST STATE IT AS FACT

Kids, too, get involved at a Big Wheel race. As they enter the gate, children enter their name in a drawing that determines the eight racers, a green-flag waver for the start of the race and a checkered-flag waver for the finish. The winner receives a trophy and the chance to race seven other champs at a Big Wheel grand finale held at a later date. NOT DESCRIBED VERY CLEARLY—DO THE KIDS GET TO RACE SOME SORT OF VEHICLE?

