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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:Generally some good writing abilities, but they need to be honed.  A ruthless editor would make all the difference in the world.  In the Air Force Ranger story, I had a question about the relationship between the writer and Senior Airman Charles Keebaugh.  Since the last names are identical, this requires explanation.  If there is a relationship, the writer should've used another source to avoid any conflict of interest.  The writer calls "companies" the smallest functional unit in the Army.  There are also platoons (3 or 4 make up a company) and squads (6 to 12 soldiers) that are "functional units."  You need to clarify.  You also said, "during the Vietnam conflict."  Stylebook calls it a war.  I also had a problem with your numbers.  You write, "When Keebaugh graduated in January, he was number 122 on the Air Force Ranger list since the school's beginning in the 1950s.  There are currently 108 ranger trained airmen on active duty --"  That means that only 14 have left the service since the 1950s?  Some of them must be pretty old.  In the C-17 story, you have cockpit as two separate words.  It isn't.  And you use jargon.  "He EXITED the airplane." In the "Maintainers" story, you have absolutely no play-by-play for this championship game.  And in the "Survival of the smartest" story, you say Bill Gates "is about to lose half of it because of who he didn't know."  Oh, REALLY?  This is an editorial comment not backed up by facts.  The appeals process can take forever. The commentary rambled from topic to topic without coherency.  And there were many grammatical errors throughout the stories -- most of them being subject-object agreements "The ARMY doesn't 'go' the same way the Air Force does.  THEY drive tanks --."  Army is singular.  Requires an "It."  The correct way to phrase it is:  Soldiers don't go the same way as airmen.  They drive tanks -- "  Another type of grammar error was a run-on sentence.  "Morale is always high in a fighter squadron, this unit is the same."  You cannot separate two complete thoughts with just a comma.  You must also use a coordinating conjunction (But or and).

Judge #2 Comments:
You wrote some very interesting pieces, and you told them well. Taking them one at a time: Ranger: a solid effort, although it was a bit technical in spots. Remember, write as though your readers have no idea about the subject -- then write to make them interested and fulfilled, informationally. Near the end, you started one graf with "It," instead of "If." You could have used some Army quotes about how Air Force personnel compare to Army people. C-17: cockpit is one word. Don't use a brand name (Coke); it implies military endorsement. Other than that, an excellent story. Softball: You sure could have used some stats on how the runs were scored -- who did what and how. Why were three key players missing? The Darden homer -- was it a solo shot, a two-run homer, etc.? How strong was the wind? Watch the use of cliches (wheelhouse). They are passe. Cancer: Excellent story. Your transition about being together 30 years was especially good. Survivor: Good story. Overall: you have a pretty good knack of telling a story. Keep at it. By the way, I almost forgot. In the softball story, you buried the score.

Judge #3 Comments:

WRITER HAS POTENTIAL. NEEDS TO WORK ON MECHANICS OF WRITING, AND MORE CURIOUSITY IN REPORTING.  BEST PIECE WAS THE PERSONAL OPINION OR COLUMN WHICH WAS WELL-DEVELOPED.

Air Force Ranger

STORY HAS INTERESTING INFORMATION BUT IS VERY REPETITIOUS.  WRITER NEEDS TO WORK ON GRAMMAR, SENTENCE STRUCTURE.
During the Vietnam conflict, the role of the forward air controller was redefined.  Not only were they flying low over the jungle looking for targets, they were now on the ground attached to maneuver units.  The ground FACs were officers and had a radio maintenance technician assigned with them to maintain their radios WHAT ELSE WOULD A RADIO MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN DO?  REDUNDANT PHRASE.  Eventually it became clear that the radio maintainer needed to be trained in tactical air controlling also.  They became WORD CHOICE--FORMED the enlisted ground FAC and WHICH eventually became the Tactical Air Command and Control career field  in 1977.  The controllers became more specialized for their particular Army units, training and going to war with them, to include Special Forces and Rangers. SENTENCE DOES NOT PARSE

 “We’re moved closer to the fight here,” said Staff Sgt. Scott A. Myers, enlisted terminal attack controller for the Rangers.  “We have to build a stronger relationship with the Rangers than normal, because of their mission.” REPETITIOUS

“Our nine-to-five job is training,” said Ramos.  Unless there’s a conflict or war, their skills are honed through deployments, temporary duties, and daily on-the-job training.

“Morale is always high in a fighter squadron, PUNCTUATION this unit is the same.  It’s a parallel ground unit.”
C-17 crew thrills small Idaho town

Maj. Steve Jankelson remembers what it was like to be a young man and wanting to look inside the cock-pit ONE WORD of an airplane. He remembers it well THRICE REDUNDANT, and can recall in detail his first time sitting in the drivers’ seat. 

“Douglas coin checked the crew after I explained the rules of the squadron coin to him, and one of the guys didn’t have his coin,” said Jankelson. “He was pretty excited about winning a Coke.” NEED TO BE EXPLICIT AND EXPLAIN BRIEFLY THE COIN CHECK

Maintainers down 1, still crowned champs 

STORY IS OVERWRITEN TO THE POINT IT IS HARD TO FOLLOW

Mother Nature stepped in WHAT MEAN?, and the MXS-2 looked more ready for the victory party than the game. AGS-1 found themselves MIXING SINGLUAR NOUN WITH PLURAL POSSESSIVE in the driver’s seat WOTH PRECEDING MOTHER NATURE REFERENCE THIS METAPHOR IS JUST CONFUSING of the first game taking the victory firmly 13-9 in seven innings.

The first inning looked similar to the first game, as maintenance was not quite themselves GRAMMAR NUMBERS and AGS was steady as they took the lead 5-3. AGS was again using base hits to put runs on the board, while the maintainers couldn’t find their wheel-house.

Survivor: The positive effects of breast cancer

Eighty percent of all breast cancers occur in women with no known risk factors - such is the case of Senior Master Sgt. Lucy Carracedo. Carracedo was diagnosed with breast cancer in May 1999 through an annual exam. The day she found out is etched firmly in her memory. CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING, GOOD QUOTE, THIS SENTENCE IS NOT NEEDED AND SLOWS THE READER DOWN.

“He was talking about his day and I just said ‘I have cancer,’ but he didn’t hear me at first,” she said recalling that day. “So I said it again - he just fell back on the bed.” GOOD SECTION HERE LETTING THE WOMAN TELL HER OWN PERSONAL STORY WITH THE RIGHT MEASURE OF DETAIL.

 “I never thought I would need a support group. I thought ‘I can get through this on my own,’” said Carracedo. But after she noticed changes in her moods, she began to wonder. “I was becoming depressed,” said the normally perky mother. “That’s so unlike me, so I knew I needed to talk to some people who have been through this.” That’s when she joined a breast cancer support group at Fort Lewis. Through the women in the group, she realized the medication she was on TIGHTEN PHRASING—JUST “HER MEDICATION” was the cause for her depression. After having her prescription changed, Carracedo said she is back to her normal, positive self. GOOD QUESTION TO RAISE HERE: WHY DIDN’T THE DOCTORS KNOW THIS AND ADVISE HER?

Survival of the smartest?

A PERSONAL COLUMN, WELL DEVELOPED, GOING FROM A WELL-KNOWN POPULAR  EVENT OF SEEMINGLY TRIVIAL PROPORTIONS TO GENERAL, OR GLOBAL, APPLICATION.

Bill Gates built Microsoft on what he knew. He now finds himself about to lose half of it because of who GRAMMAR WHOM he didn’t know. Maybe if he had worked a little harder on forming alliances he wouldn’t have found himself in front of the judge.

The relationships we form can make us rich. Maybe not millionaires, but better off than we would be if we didn’t have anybody on our side.  If you neglect someone’s worth, then they will certainly return the favor.
