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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #2 Comments:

Your strength is in sports, an area in the military that is hard to adequately fill. In your Guam piece, you used a wrong word -- it's contiguous, not continuous states. Your ending in the non-sports stories were a bit weak. I think a tie-back to the lead would have been better. In your basketball story, always use the high score first (6-2), no matter what the occasion -- being ahead or behind. Overall: some solid basic writing that will only get better with practice. And, keep diversified -- write about a lot of things.

Judge #3 Comments:
GENERALLY CLEAN WRITING FOR A NEW JOURNALIST, BUT NONE OF THESE ARTICLES WAS PARTICULARLY CHALLENGING.

FTAC graduates hit 1,000

Airmen receive indoctrination at base center


“I got to meet [CMSgt. William Higgins] and [Brig. Gen. Will Fraser],”BETTER OFF PARAPHRASING THAN USING A RE-LIMBED DIRECT QUOTE LIKE THIS ONE said Rodriquez. “If I didn’t go through FTAC, I probably wouldn’t have ever met them.”


“FTAC is a great starting place for airmen,” said SSgt. David Underwood, FTAC team leader. “They get acquainted with the base and are ready to go to work when they get to their squadrons.” REPETITIVE QUOTE—THIS POINT HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE


“They like meeting airmen from all over the base,” said Rich. “It’s something that they wouldn’t have done if they went straight to their squadron. REPETITOUS SENTENCE, POINT HAS BEEN MADE They spend 30 days together and build up a bond and start networking.”

Air Force installs CALCMs at Guam

Team Barksdale helps put missiles at Andersen AFB

Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, recently became the first installation outside the continuous WORD CHOICE--CONTIGUOUS states to store conventional air-launch cruise missiles thanks to help from Barksdale.

Placing CALCMs at Andersen AFB makes them immediately accessible for Barksdale and Minot AFB B-52 crews GRAMMAR--WHO that may forward deploy to Guam during contingencies. JARGON—FORWARD DEPLOY MEANS WHAT IN ENGLISH—WORK OUT OF; CONTINGENCIES MEANS WHAT? EVERYTHING AND NOTHING; IN THIS CASE DROP THAT PHRASE ALTOGETHER

“During a contingency, ANOTHER PHRASE TO DELETE a bomber could fly from the continental United States, fly its combat mission, launch the cruise missile and then proceed to Andersen to reload,” said Maj. Gen. Thomas Waskow, Pacific Air Forces director of air and space operations. “The aircraft could then fly another mission, providing quick re-strike capabilities.”

The 3,000-pound class CALCMs are capable of flying approximately 600 miles to strike targets while keeping the B-52 and crew out of harms POSSESSIVE way.


“It took an effort among four bases to make this work,” said Reese. “It was a great demonstration of teamwork that made it successful.” CUT THIS LAST SELF-SERVING QUOTE 

Network center keeps base connected

More than 30 people work behind the scenes to make Barksdale run smoothly

“We’re here to serve the base,” AVOID USING THESE SELF-SERVING PAT ON MY OWN BACK QUOTES.  STORY LOOSES CREDIBI8LITY WITH THEM said MSgt. Ron Maurer, NCO in charge of the network messaging center. “We receive [e-mail] traffic 24 hours a day from all over the world, and it’s our job to pick up those messages and get them out to our customers.”

“The mail flows through our firewall or proxy, WHAT’S THAT MEAN—NEEDS EXPLANATION then it is checked up-front for any suspicious viruses or anything of that nature through an anti-virus program,” said MSgt. Anthony Stover, NCO in charge of network engineering and circuit actions. “Then it’s disseminated to the server that person belongs to.”


Like any business dealing with high-tech computer equipment, the network messaging center is constantly REGULARLY MAYBE BUT NOT CONSTANTLY  updating its technology and the way it deals with its customers.

So even though most of the network messaging  center’s work goes unnoticed and unappreciated, they play a very important role in Barksdale’s everyday workload. REPETITIOUS—THIS POINT MADE SEVERAL TIMES ALREADY

2d SUPS over-30 dynasty continues with fourth championship in a row

SCORE BY SCORE REPORTING OF A BASKETBALL GAME GETS DULL QUICKLY; THIS SPORT NEEDS MORE OF A TREND, HIGHLIGHTS APPROACH, PUTTING HIGH SCORERES, REBOUNDERS, ETC., NEAR TOP, NOT IN LAST PGHS.

