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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Not a bad effort.  Some of the writing is a bit confusing, and some takes a bit to get into.  The Shipman story is an example.  Not too many young airmen will want to read about someone who retired, so they probably won't get down to the part where many of his sons were stationed at your base.  I think THAT should be your lede, right there.  Three brothers are stationed at Vandenberg.  You did well on the mechanics (Grammar and spelling).

Judge #2 Comments:

Strong writing. A couple of the leads were so-so, but overall, not too bad. Taking each story: Model: Very cute story. It was humorous and had a lot of plays on words. I would have liked to see some speeding stats before and since TED. Olympics: Good article. You could have used a better word than "encapsulated." What were some of the events? How many participated? Where were they from? Fire: Strong news piece. Were these winds your basic Santa Anas? How long a stretch of road between the Main Gate and Highway 135? Brothers: Very well done. A couple of questions: what happened to the family farm? Do these sons have sons? Sea Lions: Another well-written story. Do the fish not eaten die?

Judge #3 Comments:
30th SFS's 'model' patrolman

A WIDE VARIETY OF STORIES—NEWS AND FEATURES  WRITER SHOWS PROMISE. NEEDS TO DEVELOP LEDE WRITING. 

Vickers' responses of, "Well, he is a dummy" have been met with incredulity. GIVING THE PUNCH LINE HERE IS REALLY TOO LOW.  IT NEEDS TO BE MUCH HIGHER.  YES A LOT OF PEOPLE MAY REALIZE IT BEFOREHAND, BUT SINCE THE JOKE KEEPS COMING, AND THEY HAVE FIGURED OUT THE PUNCH LINE, THEY WILL PROBABLY WALK AWAY FROM THE STORY.  SO REVEALING PUNCH LINE EARLIER WILL MEAN THE STORY HAS TO BE CONSTRUCTED DIFFERENTLY AND NOT CONTINUE TO PLAY THE FANTASY.

Traffic accidents, traffic citations, and yes, TED has been absent without leave.  "Prior to the ORI we were moving things around," Vickers said.  "TED was nowhere to be found.  A month later he was found in a trunk at transportation," Vickers said.  Poor TED.DON’T NEED THIS GRATUITOUS AND EDITORIAL COMMENT

Whether or not TED is a "real" cop isn't really the point.

And while TED may not compare with his flesh-and-blood counterparts, Vickers said TED performs his assigned tasks flawlessly, a quality to model. LAST PGH DOESN’T ADD ANYTHING, AND AN EMPTY PHILOSOPHICAL CONCLUSION JUSWT EXTENDS THE LENGTH.  COULD HAVE ENDED VERY WELL WITH HINM IN THE TRUNK.

Special Olympics 2000

Team Vandenberg provides 'Service Before Self'

GOOD SPECIFICS RESCUES THIS PAEAN FROM MERE GENERALITIES.

Team Vandenberg braves fire storm

Smoke darkened the skies over Vandenberg as emergency crews responded to a wildland brush fire southeast of the base's East Housing area at about 2:20 p.m. Wednesday. EDE IS ON IMMEDIATE RESPONSE RATHER THAN OVERVIEW ON FIRE WHICH REST OF STORY IS ABOUT

There are AVOID TENSE SWITCH FROM PAST TO PRESENT--CONFUSING also about 100 people assigned to Vandenberg providing meals, shelter and power to the crews working to contain the blaze.

The Peacekeeper Fire blazed northward from San Antonio Creek threatening several buildings.  "Hueys" from the 76th Helicopter Flight dumped water around the buildings while ground crews battled the blaze.  Firefighting efforts successfully contained the 200-acre fire, preventing damage and destruction to the mission-essential TIS MAKES IT SEEM THE FIRE DESTROYED NON-ESSENTIAL MISSION BUILDINGS (WHATEVER THAT IS)facilities, said Tim Johnston, base fire inspector.

The cause of both fires is under investigation. WEATHER CONDITIONS?

Six brothers left their family's Wisconsin farm.  Together, they've served their country for more than 100 years and they're not done yet.

The Shipmans: A century of USAF service

NICE FEATURE.  ARE MOM AND POP STILL LIVING? IF SO, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN NICE TO GET REACTION.

What they didn't know, what they couldn't have known, was that their boys had already planted their roots.  Those roots would grow like a tree into more than a century of service in the U.S. Air Force. EEXPLICIT HERE BY SAYING ALL THE KIDS WENT AF.

"As kids in the Air Force, we had an interesting lifestyle, quite a wonderful lifestyle," said Chaplain (Capt.) John Shipman, a 30th Space Wing chaplain. ED TO MAKE IT EXPLICIT HERE THAT HE IS ONE OF CLYDE’S KIDS, NOT MAKE READER FIGURE IT OUT

Raising six boys and working the 100-year-old farm wasn't easy, but Marian WHO’S THAT? nurtured her sons' personalities and encouraged them to choose their own paths in life.  One by one the Shipman boys and joined the Air Force.

"When I came in, I had no (formal) education," NOT GRADE SCHOOL, NOT HIGH SCHOOL?? John said.  "Six years later, I had a bachelor's degree in business management."

Brothers Bryce, 40, and Mike, 39, are still blue through and through. AVOID CLICHES

SEA LIONS

Sick California sea lions began beaching themselves along Vandenberg's coastline beginning July 26.SPECIFIC DATE OF START OF BEACHING NOT IMPORTANT ENOUGH FOR LEDE  STORY IS ABOUT OVERALL BEACHING

"They appear to be victims of algae problems," she said.  THAT’S PRETTY VAGUE AND BAFFLING. WHAT DOES SHE MEAN?
