JUDGE COMMENT

There a number of pitfalls when transferring printed copy to the Web.  One of those traps we all have fallen into is trying to make the Web product mimic, almost to the last detail, how the printed product looks.  This is a fallacy that sites like MSNBC (with its partner Newsweek) and CNN (with its many magazine partners like Sports Illustrated and Time) have overcome.  Citizen Airman falls into this trap as well with its Web site, though its content (stories and images) is well done.  However, CA does not take advantage of the Web medium like it could in using the full screen and providing “chunks” of information versus lengthy, scrolling pages.  White space use and other graphical elements could have also been accomplished with more success.  Kudos for having a rudimentary navigation model that other sites in this category did not utilize. Page load times were slow.

JUDGE COMMENT

Joint Training Article -- No captions or alt tags for the photo.  Stylebook error – use Canadian air force’s.  The use of lowercase for forces from other nations is adopted for consistency because many foreign nations do not use air force as the proper name.  You need to check your leading for the last lines of all the paragraphs.  There seems to be more space above the line.  It has a tendency to be a little distracting.  Your red box around the photo doesn’t go to the bottom of the photo.  You have some white space.

Matter of Opinion – Your byline ID is under the name and not at the bottom of the article as all your other articles.  Be consistent through out. 

Overall Comments:

You do not have any captions on your photos.  You do have alternative tags on most of your photos though.  What if someone doesn’t scroll over the photo to get that “very” basic information?  You still need captions with the photo as you do in print publications.

