JUDGE COMMENT

The AETC News Service page is a welcome triumph in design and architecture among military sites.  It is obvious from the ease of navigation to the formatting of content its creators and maintainers gave long thought about how their information is best presented to their audience.  Graphic elements, page formatting, load times and its ability to reach the widest group of Web surfers makes this page stand out.  While it did not marry with the parent page, AETC NS provided the superior navigation and graphics model to present content to its readers.  AETC's Web producers should pay attention to the effort given by its PA content providers and take a cue from the craftsmanship of design and content delivery.

JUDGE COMMENT

Your layouts clean with a central theme throughout.  You maintained the links on the left for people to use when they needed, no matter what story they were reading.  Because of the column, your page takes a while to load.  If people want the information “NOW” then having them wait will upset themn and they will leave your site and move on.

No Alternative Tags on your photos.  This is now mandatory for all internet products according to the Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.  This Act requires Federal information technology to be equally accessible to both disabled and non-disabled Federal employees and members of the public. Failure to meet these requirements could result in administrative claims and lawsuits against the Air Force. 

Additional background can be found at the following web sites:  Link to the AF/SCT policy letter (on AFMC web site) is:  https://www.afmc-mil.wpafb.af.mil/organizations/HQ-AFMC/SC/scd/scdp/internet/MemoGuidanceCAP_JAG.htm
Link to the DoD letter (Jul 00) is:  http://www.c3i.osd.mil/org/cio/doc/accessibility.pdf
Link to the Electronic and Information Technology Accessibility Standards is: http://www.access-board.gov/sec508/508standards.htm
All of this is probably more information then you need.  However, the Air Force Communication Agency has stated that it applies to all public and “.mil” sites.

