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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

A nice, light story.  But don't make people dive for the dictionary to look up words.  To many people, mews is the sound a cat makes.  If you feel your purpose is to educate readers, then you must explain that mews is a place for falcons.  You also never explained what happens to the falcons once their sponsor class graduates?  Are they returned to the wild?  Or do they wind up on someone's dinner table?

Judge #2 Comments:

Your story wasn't too bad; however, it would have been super had you filled in some necessary details. The lead was brief, but solid. Note the problem areas. Why was the bird rescued from its nest? What was the date of the first football game. It gives a time reference of just how long handlers had to train the falcon. You have a grammar problem in the third graf -- the use of "made" and "make." You talk about Schongalla, then in the very next graf you mention "his" feathers. Schongalla's? How long is the weighted leash? Why do most die before the end of first year? What happened to the females in the nest? "Odds" don’t allow. Why can't three birds be taken from the next? These details would really have enhanced your story.

Judge #3 Comments:
VERY NICE PIECE WITH SOME NICE WRITING TOUCHES, ESPECIALLY THE LEDE.  SWITCHES AMONG VERB TENSES LEAVES A CONFUSING PICTURE OF JUST WHERE MAX IS IN HIS DEVELOPMENT TRAINING.  A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF MAX WOULD HAVE HELPED TOO—NOT MANY PEOPLE HAVE SEEN A TWO MONTH OLD FALCON

After trying for months to have a baby of their own, they finally gave up and decided to adopt.  NICE LEDE, INVITING AND THEN THE PUNCH COMES QUICKLY AFTER IT. GOOD.

After his feathers grew in, he began his training. SWITCH IN TENSES FROM PREVIOUS PGH’S PR4ESENT/FUTURE TO PAST HERE IS CONFUSING.  

The final step for Max is flying on a creance (a type of leash with a weight on the end, so he can’t fly too far). GOOD TO HAVE THIS EXPLANATION HERE. 

However, taking Max out of the wild does not help keep the species alive. THIS IMPLIES THE SPECIES IS ENDANGERED. IS IT? IF NOT WHY RAISE THIS POINT? LEAVES READER CONFUSED.

