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PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
DR.(CAPT.) J.D. POLK

BASE:
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

COMMAND:
AFRC

PRODUCT TITLE:
PHYSICALS: A TUNE UP FOR YOUR BODY

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

It's good that you're encouraging people to get annual physicals.  However, you don't back up the importance of this with enough facts.  You certainly don't make a strong enough case to impress in a young airman the importance of those physicals when the time comes.  Even those over 40 would find little motivation here.  Then there was the mechanical element.  I don't know if this was edited or not, but the organ that's enlarged is a PROSTATE.  PROSTRATE means lying face downward.  There was also an agreement problem in the sentence "If SOMEONE is complaining of anxiety and nervousness and thinking THEY are going off the deep end, don't be too quick a psychiatrist."  Someone is singular.  If you want to use the word "they", then you must use "If PEOPLE are complaining…"

Judge #2 Comments:

A very shallow article. You could have really jazzed up the piece with ample use of quotes, descriptive writing and proper attribution. Whenever you mention stats like 20 percent, 6-10 years, etc., you need to tell your readers where you got the info. You as a writer certainly aren't the authority.

Judge #3 Comments:

GOOD USE OF SHORT SENTENCES, SHORT PGHS. AN ANECDOTE OR TWO OF SOMEONE WHOSE LIFE WAS SAVED OR LENGTHENED WOULD HAVE INCREASED EFFECTIVENESS.
Physicals:  a tune-up for your body

By Dr. (Capt.) J.D. Polk

910th Medical Squadron

Unit Public Affairs Representative

Annual physicals turn up many things.  Another case of high cholesterol, another person with high blood pressure, a breast nodule, an enlarged prostrate SP, an enlarged thyroid gland, diabetes. These are all things that have been found in the past year when doing annual physicals.


Why should people have physicals?  Is it really important to find these problems?  The truth is people lead busy lives.  They take better care of their cars than themselves.  If they have a few symptoms they write it off to aging. NONE OF THE LAST 3 SENTENCES ANSWERS THE QUESTION ASKED. "If it gets worse, I'll go to a doctor," they say.  But do things really need to get worse?  Something as easy as getting a physical may mean the difference between a curable and catastrophic problem.

Strangely enough, WHY IS THIS STRANGE? most of these can be controlled.  Diet, exercise and some minor lifestyle adjustments are usually all that is needed. 
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PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
SRA. CARRIE B. TILTON

BASE:
ELLSWORTH AFB, SD

COMMAND:
ACC

PRODUCT TITLE:
DRINKING AND DRIVING ISN'T WORTH THE COST

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Nothing like personal experience to tell the tale.  Takes courage to bare these facts for publication.  You used a wrong word when you wrote, "Then in June, my commander surprised me by ending some of this torture and REWARDED me my two stripes back."  The word should be awarded, not rewarded.   You also say your spouse was forced to ATTAIN a second job.  Wouldn't "get" be much easier for the readers to understand?  And I'm a little confused by the ending.  No need for caps.

Judge #2 Comments:

Good first-person story with a strong message. It took some guts to publicize your story. The conclusion could have been stronger -- maybe a tieback to the lead would have been better. A couple of things: you misspelled judgment. Is Dakota's a local bar? If so, just use a generic term, not the name. Overall: I liked the piece.

Judge #3 Comments:
A COURAGEOUS FIRST PERSON PIECE.  NOT SURE IF IT BELONGS IN A JOURNALISM CONTEST, THOUGH.  WRITER SHOULD KEEP AUDIENCE COMPREHENSION IN MIND.  STORY COULD HAVE BEEN HELPED WITH THE KIND OF DETAIL (HOW MANY DRINNKS, WHEN DID YOU DO THIS BEFORE AND GOTTEN AWAY WITH IT, WHAT DO YOU DO NOW WHEN YOU GO OUT WITH OTHERS OR DO YOU) THAT WOULD BRING IT TO LIFE AND GIVE IT A SENSE OF REALITY.

When I arrived, everything was going as smoothly as before, until Feb. 12 when I decided to go to Dakota's WHAT’S THAT; DON’T ASSUME EVERYBODY KNOWS with some friends.  

So, there I was standing in front of my commander on "judgement SPELLING day."  I had several character references from fellow Air Force members and I knew the commander would look at my previous record and perhaps be a bit lenient; however, much to my dismay, I was made an example of to my new squadron.  This certainly wasn't the kind of example I'd ever dreamed I'd set.
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PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
MICHAEL CORRELL

BASE:
AVIANO AB, ITALY

COMMAND:
USAFE

PRODUCT TITLE:
PROGRAM KEEPS AVIANO TEENS EMPLOYED

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

This story talked TO me.  It was a collection of facts without much human element to it.  How much better it could have been if the writer actually followed one or two Aviano teens in their daily jobs, and SHOWED readers what they did.  I'd also like to know how many teens were hired and the number of offices or shops hiring them.  There were some omitted words in the third paragraph's last sentence which reads:  "Aviano's summer hire program, which began June 19 and runs through July 28, allows students ages 14-21CAN MAKE up to $1,200 during the six-week program."  This needs to be made two separate sentences.  I also question the 14-year age for working.  Most U.S. organizations cannot hire until age 16.  If 14 is truly the case, it needs more explanation.

Judge #2 Comments:

A rather short story, but pretty well done. Some things I noted, in order: in your lead you mention the program is for teens, then two grafs later you list the eligible age as 14-21??? Why was the decision on how to spend a summer so surprising? What is Diane Williams' title? Who can qualify for the program? Is income level a criteria? Isn't organizing materials actually filing? If so, say it. Keeping the fields trimmed -- are they ball diamonds? Your last graf has a grammar problem; it's "There," not "Their."

Judge #3 Comments:
Program keeps Avuiano teens employed

STORY COVERS PURPOSES AND ADVANTAGES OF THE PROGRAM.  IT COULD HAVE BEEN ENRICHED BY SPENDING SOME TIME WITH ONE OF THE KIDS WHILE HE/SHE WAS WORKING, DESCRIBING IT IN DETAIL.  IT ALSO SEEMS THE AF IS PAYING BELOW MINIMUM WAGE.

After nine long months of school, 130 Aviano teens made a surprising decision on how to spend their summer.  They joined Aviano’s six-week summer hire program to make a little cash and get job experiences not available to most teenagers. WHY SURPRISING—MANY KIDS DO THAT

Over the years, the program has also become a way for students to get a feel for the adult workplace and, more specifically, the federal government.  Aviano’s summer hire program, which began June 19 and runs through July 28, allows students ages 14-21 can TO make up to $1,200 during the six-week program.

 “I get to do lots of things around here,” said Candace Clark, summer hire at the 31st Fighter Wing judge advocate’s office.  “Some of the jobs are really easy, like copying and sorting, and other times I get to help out with the things like dealing with peoples claims. END QUOTE  

Laborers’ jobs entail physical tasks carried out around the base.  These include landscaping and yard work, carrying mail bags, sweeping and cleaning various shops and even helping in the repair of airplane parts.  

Recreation aids are responsible for keeping many of the opportunities PHRASING TOO BROAD offered by 31st Services Squadron up and running.  They keep the fields trimmed and lined and the fitness center clean and orderly.
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PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
MARY GALBRAITH

BASE:
HILL AFB, UTAH

COMMAND:
AFMC

PRODUCT TITLE:
ECSTASY; DESIGNER METHAMPHETAMINE USE 

RESULTS IN JAIL TIME


JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

A very long story that had only the official military medical side presented.  There was no talking with people who have actually USED the drug, or talking with people who know people who have used it.  That would have reinforced the Air Force position.  I'm not convinced your descriptions of the effects are enough to discourage young people from using the drug.

Judge #2 Comments:

Except for a weak conclusion, your article was well written and very informational. But, best of all, it is in layman's terms. You need to work on your punctuation, especially hyphens. You need a transition before the graf that starts, "According to the Criminal.." The drug is produced where stateside? How can this drug affect newborns? How is the military office working with the community to better understand local threats? Overall: a good article. I learned something from it.

Judge #3 Comments:
A DETAILED STORY WITH A LOT OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE DRUG.  BUT IT IS VERY ABSTRACT, WITH NO NAMES OF THOSE ARRESTED AND CONVICTED, NO INFORMATION FROM THE PERSONAL TRIALS THAT COULD HAVE BROUGHT THE STORY TO REAL LIFE.  DRUG’S SEXUAL ABUSE COMPONENT, WIDELY PUBLICIZED, ALSO MISSING.

Air Force members who take the "love" drug may hate the consequences. NICE FIRST SENTENCE Through random urinalysis and investigation, the military is cracking down on Ecstasy abusers with a zero tolerance policy. 

"The interesting thing about Ecstasy is it doesn't stop with that drug. What's most disturbing is the military members, at least [some of] those that have been convicted, were also [charged with using] hallucinogenic mushrooms and LSD -- drugs that are hard by everybody's standards." WHOSE QUOTE? NEEDS ATTRIBUTION

Adamson said in the long term users of designer club drugs WHAT’S THIS JARGON MEAN? may experience chronic brain damage -- especially to short-term memory as it acts simultaneously as a stimulant and hallucinogen. Adamson said the drug stimulates the central nervous system, which in turn stimulates the body and can cause tremors, involuntary teeth clenching, cramping, paranoia and amnesia. There can also be more serious immediate consequences. 

"Some people call it a love drug. Not necessarily as in sexual love, but a person feels 'at one' with everybody at the rave. In fact, there's a desire to touch people. Not in a sexual way, but just out of some type of sensory desire." NEED ATTRIBUTION

Mendrala said there's a myth many of the club drugs are harmless because users aren't sticking a needle into their arm noting any illegal substance, like Ecstasy, is unregulated and the user has know NO way of know KNOWING exactly what they're taking and how the substance may affect their body
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PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
A1C ANDREW J. HASSLER

BASE:
ALTUS AFB, OK

COMMAND:
AETC

PRODUCT TITLE:
HIS CO-WORKERS SAY IT'S SOMETIMES HARD TO 

BELIEVE HE'S BLIND


JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Nice story and it contains some visuals, but not enough to place me there to KNOW how it feels to move in his world.  You editorialized when you said that he could describe a Star Wars universe "that would even amaze George Lucas."  How do you know that?  You don't unless you get Lucas to say it.  You also omitted a huge fact when you quoted him as saying, "There are some things I'm glad I don't have to look at."  You left readers hanging by not listing them.  And by not stating WHY he doesn't want to look at them.

Judge #2 Comments:

Good story that could have been super, had it not been for the clarity problems. What was West's job in the floor covering shop? You need a transition before the graf that begins, "West's office space.." How does West keep his co-workers on their toes? How often does his watch blurt out the time? Does he have to carry the light detector with him? You imply that all blindness is like a gray fog. I liked your last two grafs.

Judge #3 Comments:
A PLEASANT FEATURE.  IT RAISES SOME UNANSWERED QUESTIONS THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DEALT WITH.  BASIC QUESTIONS, LIKE HOW HE GETS TO WORK, WHETHER HE HAS FAMILY, ARE UNASWERED.  WRITING FORM—SHORT SENTENCES, SHORT PGHS, IS GOOD.

West’s office space is cozy, crammed with a Braille typewriter, a talking computer, a regular typewriter, and a PowerBraille console which allows him to read a line of computer text by passing his fingers over a series of raised metallic bumps. WHY IS THERE A REGULAR TYPEWRITER?

West’s world is a beautiful place.  The sun is always shining, the grass is always green, the sky is always blue.  But even in his world, not everything is perfect.  “There are some things I’m glad I don’t have to look at,” he mused. WHAT ARE THOSE?
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PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
TOM MAHR

BASE:
SCHRIEVER AFB, COLO.

COMMAND:
AFSPC

PRODUCT TITLE:
JNTF CLIMBER SURVIVES ALASKAN MOUNTAIN 

TRAGEDY


JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Good story idea, but it should have been developed better.  Starting with a more interesting lede.  The grammar error also hurt ("the group was transported to THEIR base camp --").  Group is singular.  Requires the pronoun "its."  You also compared feet and yards when you wrote about the rope connecting the climbers.  Makes it difficult for readers to maintain consistency.

Judge #2 Comments:

Pretty decent story. It could have been enhanced, however, with a few more details. I like the lead and the conclusion. In between, I noted the following: Watch your copy editing and punctuation. You have a stylebook error near the end -- its toward, not towards. How deep was the crevasse in which Paisley fell? Did they ultimately cut Paisley loose? Did they actually determine he was dead? If so, how? If not, why?

Judge #3 Comments:
CLASSIC CASE OF TELLING STORY IN NARRATIVE FASHION.  BUT THE POOR GUIDE GETS SHORT SHRIFT—WE NEVER SAY OUTRIGHT HE DIED, OR WAS THERE ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO RESCUE HIM OR GET HIS BODY.  WE JUST HAVE OUTRAM SAYING THEY HAD BAD LUCK IN THIS CASE—YET THAT IS THE MOST DRAMATIC PART OF THE STORY.

When Ian Outram, a 57-year-old exchange scientist from the United Kingdom who works at the Joint National Test Facility, signed up to follow a veteran Colorado Springs mountain climber and guide to the top of the United States' fourth highest mountain, Mount Bona, Alaska, he knew it would be the ultimate DID HE REALLY SUSPECT BHE WOULD BE THAT CLOSE TO DEATH? challenge. TOO MANY FACTS, NOT ALL OF THEM CRITICAL, ARE JAMMED INTO THE FIRST PGH 

Outram and Pardhy joined the expedition brochures described as a "high intensity excursion" NICE DETAIL  led by David Paisley, a veteran climber and guide with more than 20 years experience.

"I'm fairly experienced in the mountains," said Outram. "I know the Scottish mountains in winter very well and have climbed a number of 14ners SPELL OUT SINCE HE IS TALKING MAKE IT EASY FOR READER(14,000-foot mountains) in Colorado, as well."

"Neither of us (Outram or Pardhy) had high altitude BUT HE JUST SAID HE HAS DONE 14,000 or glacier experience," said Outram. "Which is why we were with a professional guide on this occasion."

Once again with the safety WORD CHOICE--HELP of a guide, the group made it down the mountain.
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PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:
CADET 1ST CLASS JEREMY EGGERS

BASE:
US AIR FORCE ACADEMY

COMMAND:
USAFA

PRODUCT TITLE:
FLIPPIN' OUT

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

Not a run-of-the-mill topic.  However, more attention to grammar and copy editing would've improved the effort.  Also, why do you give free advertising to Kim's Judo?  That ads NOTHING to your story.  You had a sentence structure error when you stated "He knew what he was doing, he was holding his own, according to Liddie."  You need a coordinating conjunction [such as "and"] after the comma to separate two complete thoughts.

Judge #2 Comments:

Not a bad sports story. However, it would have been considerably better had you filled in the details. Some things I noted, in order: how young was the athlete who approached his coach? Instead of saying countless "hopefuls," why not say countless "much betters," as a play on the previous sentence? What age group did Kerestes win at the Pa. State? How does a judo ladder tournament work? At Colo., he did not place, but did he win any matches? You misspelled medalist. You never mention his age, or the age when judo participants are considered at their peak. You say he is a little more regimented -- than what/who? Overall: not too bad.

Judge #3 Comments:
WELL-ROUNDED PIECE THAT TELLS ME A LOT ABOUT THE KIND OF PERSON KERESTES IS, ALTHOUGH IT FAILED TO GIVE ME HIS HEIGHT AND WEIGHT, WHICH ARE IMPORANT FACTORS IN PICTURING A JUDO WRESTLER.  SOME EDITORS MAY NOT LIKE THE DELAYED IDENTIFICATION OF KERESTES, BUT IT WORKS HERE FOR ME

 “He’s definitely a contender for 2004,” said Liddie, referring to the 2004 Olympics slated for Athens, Greece. Liddie hopes he can continue to work with Kerestes after graduation-hope is the key word. Kerestes is preparing to transition from cadet to supply officer, and has been working with personnel specialists in his career field in hopes of finding an assignment that will keep him near the training center. The whereabouts of his first assignment is still undetermined, BREAK UP LONG SENTENCE HERE INTO TWO SENTENCES.  SECOND ONE WILL HAVE MORE IMPACT THEN but one thing that has been determined, at least by Liddie and the other judo coaches at the center, is that Kerestes can reach Olympic status. He has “what it takes,” which may be attributable, in part, to his training here. 

Kerestes would spend more time at the center if he could, but he places his duties as a cadet first. It’s interesting to note the similarities between Kerestes’s cadet life and training life. Here, he counts the days until graduation-76. There, athletes count the days to the Summer Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia-181.NICE TOUCH Another interesting fact is that the center was once known as Ent AFB, and some buildings still stand as a reminder of that past. Also, the athletes’ lifestyles at the center are similar to Kerestes’ cadet life with dormitory living, three meals a day at a dining facility, and medical facilities. Most everything is provided both here and there to allow one focus-training. 

