
2001
AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print Category:
M

CATEGORY:  M10 PHOTOJOURNALISM

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR: KAREN ABEYASEKERE

BASE:  RAF MILDENHALL, UK

COMMAND:  USAFE

PRODUCT TITLE:  CAUTION: WORKING DOGS ON PATROL

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

I was confused by this story.  At first the writer concentrates on Wembley Stadium and a dog-performance show there.  The pictures obviously do not support that.  It's OK to use that in the lede, but the writer rambles on and on for several paragraphs about it, and then says that the British ministry of defense dogs don't attack.  I couldn't figure out what that had to do with the rest of the story.  There were also at least THREE grammar errors.  "Once they're out of the quarantine kennel and back on their LEASH, they suddenly remember THEY'RE A police dog."  You shift numbers here.  Many dogs are not on one leash.  And many dogs cannot be a single police dog.  Should be Leashes, and police dogs.  The other error:  ""She takes care of the dogs, makes sure they are fed and watered, takes them to the vet if they are sick and looks after the DOGS if their trainer/handler IS on leave.  More than one dog per trainer/handler?  Should be trainer/handlers ARE on leave. And finally:  "Even though it's still work as usual at the working dog section, there is a touch of sadness there at the moment.  THEY lost --"  A working-dog section is a singular entity.  Should be IT lost, or Team members lost. And the dog is a BELGIUM--?  Not a Belgian??? The poor writing REALLY dragged this entry down.  As far as the photos go, in three of them, the dogs are standing up on their hind legs either sniffing at something or attacking something.  The fourth is a running blur.  Better choices could have been made.  Technically they're all in focus and they printed well.

Judge #2 Comments:

A fair photo feature. The photos do show some action; however, the cropping is so tight, a couple of shots are almost without people. Larger supporting pics would have enhanced the overall layout. Cropping is tight, but enlargements are needed. The cutlines are fully identified and action described. The dominant photo catches the reader's interest, but that interest wanes as the reader looks at the other shots. I think flash could have been used on the "fence" and "plane" shots. Excellent use of color -- very defined. In the copy, you write about how dogs are made ready for duty; however, the photos/cutlines are about what they do. Not a very good match. When referring to the Malinois, use Belgian, not Belgium. Why are the dogs quarantined?

Judge #3 Comments:

Some very good pictures in an entry undercut by a poor accompanying story.  Lead picture is well planned, and even though posed, it has action (although cropping off or failing to get dog's feet in frame is distracting).  Second picture of dog reading a sign on patrol adds nice touch of humor--you can hear some readers saying "ohhhhhh." The picture of the dog attacking an arm is the only routine picture. The story misleads reader b y talking about training at Wembley Stadium  but pictures show none of that or even of the dogs being shown to the public.  Fundamental writing problems surface to mar some of good content of the story such as the anecdote about the dog that had to be put down.
