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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

This story could've been MUCH better.  Why not talk with more team members about how they felt during the competition.  The only quotes were "Ratings comments" types from the commander and a team member.  Show us what it was like to be down there in the mud.  Have the team members explain why they were looking in all different directions as they prepared to enter the "simulated doorway."  Most readers would think that the members should all be looking at the doorway.  You need to explain why they weren't.  And there's NO excuse for not fully identifying the Navy person crawling.  WHERE is his first name?  Is he a member of the Travis SWAT team?  If so, don't you consider that UNUSUAL, since it's an AIR FORCE BASE?  It deserves explanation. That's just lazy reporting.  As far as the pictures go, there is no dominant one.  Reader is not really guided through the feature.  We also have two pictures of the team standing and preparing to run, one picture of a team member running and another of a team member chinning himself.  A better selection would've helped.

Judge #2 Comments:

You have a decent photo feature; however, size-wise, there really isn't a dominating photo. You do a nice job of IDing everyone, except those in gas masks and, of course, that isn't really necessary. Your cropping -- and perhaps angle -- could have been better. The top left photo crops the right side at the point of action. Why not crop heavily on the left and maybe show what he is pointing at? I would have preferred you use your photos to show each of the six events in the competition. You "stacking" shot appears posed. If I have a weapon and ready to storm a door, not know what is behind that door, I am not going to be looking anywhere but at that door. You have a Navy man (without a first name), but you don't mention how he is competing with another service. Watch your grammar (it's "we're," not "were"). Also, it is a "third-place finish," with a hyphen.

Judge #3 Comments:

Good action photos, not posed training shots. Although lead picture is not that much larger than second picture, its image is bigger and so that works.  Cropping on lede picture should have shifted so that left side is cropped tight and right side showing pistol direction more open toward target.   Some of secondary pictures are repetitive or not compelling. Story is short of specific description of competition or how events were judged.
