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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

The writing was pretty good in this story, but I wanted to know what is the "washout" rate?  And if students go at their own pace, could they be held over for two or three weeks?  Your story implies such.  The story would've been MUCH better had you talked with a couple of students rather than just getting the official "school" point of view.  I was extremely disappointed that your cutlines didn't identify the two students whose faces were CLEARLY shown and the two instructors who helped the one student with equipment.  That's basic stuff.  You shouldn't enter contests without it.  Technically your photos were fine.  Exposure was solid, and cropping and editing were fine.

Judge #2 Comments:

This was a decent photo feature, but could have been much better with a better variety of photos and stronger, more descriptive writing. The photos don’t really tell the whole story. What about some open-sea shots? The equipment-check pic isn't very creative. You need to ID the people in three of the four photos -- the tower shot isn't necessary because of the distance. Plus, the cover photo has no cutline at all??? Overall: the photos aren't very compelling. They don't really draw the reader into the feature. The copy is barely adequate. How do you overlook the water with a breeze. The phrase about the breeze should have been used as an appositive. It's "toward," not "towards." Check your stylebook. The story doesn't really tell me anything. Get down to the nitty-gritty of the course, then support it with strong pictures.

Judge #3 Comments:

Good pictures showing jump-into-water phase of training, although story talks about many more aspects of that training that could have been pictured.  Cutline needed on lead photo and identification of principals needed on all photos.  Also lead photo of a trainee jumping in water, would have been more appropriate as a vertical.  The vertical platform picture on second page is a good one, non-routine.  With the lead picture showing the trainee about to hit the water, the closing picture showing him in the water works well, shows good thought in selection.

