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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

All the series parts are clearly marked.  That's good.  What I wanted to know out of the series though, is:  If I have a problem with alcohol, WHERE can I go for help, and am I going to get in trouble if I tell my commander that I have a problem?  Also, I want some info from the hospital on what drinking does to my body.

Judge #2 Comments:

A pretty decent series, although you could have used a few more stats. Some things I noted, in order: it should be mixing alcohol and "driving," not alcohol and "the highways," in your editor's note. Alcohol content was .234; what's the legal limit? You use something from 1985; why so far back? You implied that Vause also was under age 20 when he died?? What does a settlement refusal and high-risk insurance tie together? You need a transition before the graf that starts, "Since his release .."  DUI is a crime, but is it a felony or a misdemeanor? You have a grammar problem: "We will read ..," then you say "first sergeant would have to.." What determines the length off-base driving suspensions? You need some stats on off-base driving incidents. Who is Harris and what is her first name/title?

Judge #3 Comments:
SERIES MAKES GOOD USE OF QUOTES TO TELL THE STORY.  EACH PART OF THE  SERIES GETS INTRODUCED PROPERLY, MAKING CLEAR WHAT GROUND IS TO BE COVERED. TECHNICAL WRITING IS CLEAN—ACTIVE VERBS, SHORT SENTENCES, SHORT PARAGRAPHS.

COULD HAVE BEEN HELPED BY SOME PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION—OF THE VICTIMS, OF THE VEHICLES IN THE WRECKS, ETC.  ALSO WOULD HAVE MADE A STRONGER IMPACT IF AUTHOR COULD HAVE TALKED TO PEOPLE WHO WERE PUNISHED BY AIR FORCE FOR DUI—WHAT AFFECT THAT HAD ON CAREER, LIFE. 

SrA Randy Roughton

It’s been said over and over by many people and many organizations and yet it still continues.  Who knows what will it take to convince people that 

Drinking and driving kills!

(Editor’s note: This is the first article in a three-week series on drinking and driving. Just halfway through the year 2000, the base has had 17 drinking while under the influence arrests, the total number for each of the previous two years. This week’s article addresses the effects of the deadly mixture of alcohol and the highways on both the victims and the drivers. Other installments in the series will address what happens when a member is arrested for driving while intoxicated and where to go for help.)

DID ALL OF THESE ANECDOTES COME FROM FIRST HAND REPORTING, LOOKING AT RECORDS AND TALKING TO PRINCIPALS DIRECTLY? IF NOT ARTICLE SHOULD CREDIT THE SOURCE, WHETHER IT IS ANOTHER NEWSPAPER OR MADD OR WHATEVER.

But William “Chip” Vause was fatally injured as he rode home from work with a co-worker in the early morning hours of March 11, 1998, in Rockledge, Fla. The other driver’s blood alcohol content was .234. WHAT DOES THIS NUMBER MEAN?  PUT IN PERSPECTIVE

The family would have been celebrating Vause’s 22nd birthday today, a date he shared MEANING UNCLEAR with his mother, Patricia Vause.

“I wouldn’t wash his clothes for a long time, because I wanted to smell my son,” said GreyEyes, who’s now a family advocacy outreach manager in family advocacy PHRASE REPEATED . “He would be 32 now, and I think of what he would be now, probably with his own family. She robbed him of that. He never got to get married and have children.

The driver WHY NOT NAME HER AND HER SENTENCE? SHE WAS PROBABLY TRIED AS AN ADULT who killed GreyEyes’ son was convicted of drunk driving, and GreyEyes would not accept a settlement because she wanted to make certain the driver would pay high-risk insurance for the rest of her life “to remember she took my son,” she said. 

Like his father, Jerry, who wanted only his first name used in this article WHY NOT, AND WHY GIVE HIM ANONYMITY?? HE’S GONE PUBLIC IN HIS SPEAKING AS WELL AS BEING ON THE PUBLIC RECORDS FOR HIS CONVICTION, joined the military after high school graduation. Unlike his dad, Jerry never re-enlisted. But the loss of his military career wasn’t the highest price Jerry paid for driving drunk. It was the death of his best friend in that accident.

DUI punishment is stiff

Base authorities discuss consequences of on- and off-base arrests 

(Editor’s note: This is the second article in a three-week series on drinking and driving. This week’s article deals with what happens after a member is arrested for driving under the influence. Next week’s final installment will cover who to call for a safe ride home and help for members with drinking problems.)

A driver is considered “driving while impaired by alcohol or drugs” when in actual physical control over a vehicle. 

A person sitting at the wheel of a motionless car may be recognized to be in actual physical control, especially if the keys are in the ignition or the car is actually WASTED WORD    running, said Capt. Ed Lucas, 319th ARW deputy staff judge advocate. 

Refusal of a blood alcohol test IT IS NOT THE TEST THAT IS REFUSING, IS IT REFUSAL TO TAKE A TEST will lead to driver’s license suspension off base from one to three years or on base for a year or more. 

“If you’re driving under the influence on this installation, we will assist the commander in determining the appropriate disciplinary action,” Lucas said. DELETE PGH—ADDS NOTHING 

Off-base incidents IT WOULD HAVE HELPED THE READER HERE IF THE POINT HAD BEEN MADE THAT AN ARREST OFFBASE RESULTS IN DOUBLE TROUBLE—FROM CIVIL AUTHORITIES AND FROM THE MILITARY.

When a base member is arrested for drunk driving off base, the police or sheriff’s department will notify security forces after booking. Security forces will then contact the member’s first sergeant. 

The member will MUST also sign a revocation form stating he or she will not drive on base for at least a year. If caught driving on base during that year, another two years is automatically added.

Base offers safe rides, help to members

(Editor’s note: This is the final article in a three-week series on drinking and driving. This week’s article shows who members can call for a ride home after they’ve had too much to drink, as well as where to go for help with alcoholism.)
