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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

A nice effort, but I'm not sure it meets all the requirements.  The series category was to take an issue in the Air Force and explore it through a series of stories over a number of issues.  This is merely a set of "introduction" features on various first sergeants in the unit.  It COULD have been a series exploring 1) HOW first sergeants are selected; 2) what training they go through; 3) making the transition from a tough-nosed supervisor to helping young airmen.  Also, the requirements are that each article in the series be clearly marked as such.  Only your first article was.  And you have to summarize the previous parts of the series.

Judge #2 Comments:

Your three stories on first sergeants basically were small personality sketches. Also, when you are doing a series, you need to note that "This is the first of a three-part series on.." You did that, but failed to mention it on the last two. Check your stylebook for such things as the '60s. That is a contraction and, as such, needs an apostrophe. Your leads were decent, although two of them played on the diamond; one would have sufficed.

Judge #3 Comments:

This series does not have a compelling link--just the fact that they all have the same rank.  Nothing in the series tries to unify it.  Leads are weak--sometimes, like in Part I, really stretching with the diamonds are a girl's best friend.  Or Part II with the destination angle.  Reporting on the three is thin.  After Part I nothing seems to identify it as a series.
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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

These stories were not marked as part of a series.  The guidance says to take an Air Force issue and explore it from various angles.  Readiness is ALWAYS an issue for the military, so it was a good topic.  HOWEVER, it wasn't developed well.  You used a story by Linda Kozaryn of the American Forces Press Service.  I can't give you points for that because she's not an Air Force writer, and she doesn't write for your publication.  You should have explored different areas of readiness, and how units prepare to go into combat.

Judge #2 Comments:

You could have used a lot of stats and description in your articles. You also have a lot of clarity problems -- things you either should have added or should have been elaborated upon. What kind of precautions do the military members take to determine whether Kosovo people are friendly? Your second piece, basically, is a puff. In CATM, what does "M" stand for? Also, what is SFS? Watch you grammar usage -- you sometimes mix tenses and persons. You should use your stylebook more. Finally, in a series, you should use an editor's note that the article is part of series -- and carry that disclaimer on each story.

Judge #3 Comments:
IT IS QUITE UNCLEAR WHAT THIS SERIES IS ABOUT—DEPLOYMENT OR READINESS, WORLDWIDE OR AT THE ACADEMY.  A SERIES SHOULD HAVE A CLEAR FOCUS AND STATE WHAT IT IS IN SOME WAY. IN ADDITION, SERIES PIECES NEED BRIDGES, LOOKING AHEAD TO THE NEXT ONE IN SOME FASHION AND REMINDING OF THE PREVIOUS IN SOME FASHION.  WRITING IN THE ACADEMY PIECES IS VERY ROUGH. POOR GRAMMAR, WORD CHOICES AND JARGON HURT IT, AS DO THE QUOTATIONS USED BUT NOT TRANSLATED FOR COMPREHENSION.

By Maj. Kathy Moene

10th Mission Support Squadron commander

Not many people think of the Air Force Academy as a deployable force. However, at this moment, we have three pilots deployed in support of Air Expeditionary Forces requirements RIGHT WORD? SOUNDS LIKE JARGON. MAYBE DUTIES OR ACTIVITIES in Bosnia and Saudi Arabia. 

We fill regular taskings JARGON TALK—NEEDS, POSITIONS, PERHAPS for the AEF and anticipate filling nine rated requirements in the next 15 months. Most deployments average WORD CHOICE—AVERAGE IS A SPECIFIC FIGURE; PERHAPS WHAT IS MEANT HERE IS 90 DAYS IN THE TYPICAL ASSIGNMENT approximately 90 days. 

What does this mean to the Academy? It means we have undermanned workcenters2 WORDS and those men and women left behind work harder to pick up the slack for their deployed co-workers. 

The Air Force Academy, though we AVOID WE IN WRITING UNLESS YOU ARE WRITING EDITORIALS have a non-combative mission, is providing its share of troops to support the tip of the sword.

Senior Airman Marijon Clarke

Academy Spirit staff

Continuing Medical Readiness Training kicked off last week when more than 70 people from the 10th Medical Group deployed to Jack’s Valley here.

The annual training combines educational training and hands-on experience to get medical people on mobility ready for contingency situations. CONVOLUTED HARD TO FOLLOW

The first day of training included classroom training, command and control briefings and mission training.  A sample WORD CHOICE--LIMITED, PERHAPS. WHAT MEAN BY SAMPLE exercise was performed Saturday night to see if the educational training had gotten the medical personnel ready for the exercise.

By Senior Airman Marijon Clarke

Academy Spirit staff

 “The training an individual gets in a full-blown course gets them ready for combat training,” said Tech. Sgt. Brian Huffman, 10th Security Forces Combat Arms NCOIC. By going through this training, they know how to employ the weapon.  Without it, they wouldn’t know how to do immediate and remedial actions due to stoppages and malfunctions.” THIS IS THE KIND OF JARGON-FILLED TALK THAT NEEDS A WRITER TO TURN INTO SOMETHING UNDERSTANDABLE BY PARAPHRASING

The Combat Arms Training office trains military and civilian individuals from Cheyenne Mountain, Shriever AFB, Peterson AFB, two detachments from Fort Carson plus everyone on the Academy.  In addition, the Department of Corrections, the Bureau of Prisons, the highway patrol and several local city police departments train at the CATM here.

In a year, combat arms trains more than 8,000 people in the M-16A2 rifle, M-9 pistol, M-249 assault rifle, M-60 machine gun, M-11 pistol, the “LAW rocket” and the 12-gauge shotgun.  Eight military instructors from the 10th SFS teach the courses and are proficient in all of those areas.  Classes range WORD CHOICE—NO RANGE GIVEN.  RIGHT WORD IS VARY in size, which determines class length, but doesn’t compromise the training.

