
2001
AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print Category:
J

CATEGORY:  J07 SPORTS ARTICLE

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTOR:  AMN. SAM TAYLOR

BASE:  HURLBURT FIELD, FLA.

COMMAND:  AFSOC

PRODUCT TITLE:  KEEPIN' THAT SOCCER BALL PEARLY WHITE

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

I don't know enough about Robertson to want to read all the story.  Weave in some bio information, such as how long he has been in the Air Force, how he was commissioned, how long he's been at the base and the future hope for his soccer (playing or coaching).

Judge #2 Comments:

Not a bad lead. However, in your bridge, you mentioned Robertson's rank. In second and subsequent references, only use last name. You mentioned Robertson attended IU -- one of  best soccer programs in Div. I. Did he try out for them? Your quotes are better than average, and your transitions are decent. Overall: not a bad effort.

Judge #3 Comments:
Keepin’ that soccer ball pearly white

NICE PIECE ON A SUCCESS STORY.  IT COULD HAVE BEEN ENRICHED BY A DESCRIPTION OF HIM , SPECIALLY HOW OLD, WHETHER HE HAS A FAMILY, ETC. 

by Airman Sam Taylor

Public Affairs

Say it ain’t so!  For airmen who yearn to play sports at a professional level, there seems to be little hope of rising past base intramural competition. It ain’t so, and Capt. Steven Robertson, a dentist with the 16th Medical Operations Squadron, is the rock-solid proof.

Captain Robertson has been selected to be among the few individuals representing North American soccer in the World Games, a world-wide sports competition between the armed forces of different countries. But before someone gets to the top, he or she has to work his or her way up STATES THE OBVIOUS. The captain was no exception, and first had to qualify for the Air Force Soccer team.

To try out for the Air Force team, a candidate must first send in a résumé, Air Force Form 303, that proclaims his or her USE SOME CONSTRUCTION THAT AVOIDS THIS CLUMSINESS experience and talent in the sport. If that person gets accepted, he or she goes on to the tryouts, which were held at Cocoa Beach, Fla. this year.

“I started playing with the base team here, and helped coach with them. Then one of the guys told me that they had an all HYPHEN Air Force sports division, so I sent in a résumé, “said Captain Robertson. “They get a couple hundred résumés a year, then out of those they pick 30 who’ll go to the tryouts.”

The captain remained in Cocoa Beach for three weeks. They cut people every week, narrowing it down to 18 individuals. “You have practice games a couple times a day,” he said. “It’s pretty intense training.”

“These 18 people make up the Air Force team [and] go on to represent the Air Force in the All Armed Forces Championship,” said Captain Robertson. “These are people from Japan, Germany, all over the world who got invited based on their résumés  and their college experience.” 

Those   GRAMMAR--WHO that are left are all seasoned, skilled players. “It’s really competitive,” said Captain Robertson. “Pretty much everyone there has played Division 1 soccer in college. There were a lot of professionals.”

The captain played Division 1 soccer in Valparaiso University on a scholarship out of high school, and continued his education at the Indiana University School of Dentistry.

After training for another week, the team then went on to play in the armed forces championship. “That’s where you play the Marines, the Navy and the Army,” said Captain Robertson. “You play six games in six days which is pretty intense. It’s really physical.”

The Air Force team was victorious in five out of six games, destroying the competition. “I think the next best record for that tournament is 3-3, said the captain, who kicked the winning goal against the Marines, putting them in the championship. “So we took first place, and went on to play the Army in the championship game. We beat them 4-1.” 

The victory that week in Fort Eustis, Va., won the Air Force the gold medal for the All Armed Forces Championship.

After the championship, a closing ceremony is held in which an all star team is chosen to represent the United States Armed Forces in games played against other countries.

 “I ended up getting picked for that,” said Captain Robertson. “So now I’m going on to play at another level.”  

Surprisingly, playing soccer on an Air Force level was never an aspiration of the dentist. “I didn’t even know about it [the Air Force team],” he said. “I came out of college thinking that I was pretty much done playing that high of a level in soccer. Then I came here, and that all changed.”

Above all, Captain Robertson thanks his commanders for his soccer opportunity. “They were all very supportive, and pretty much made the experience possible for me,” he said. “I’d also really like to thank the rest of the dental flight for picking up the extra workload while I was gone.” 

The national team recently beat Barbados 2-1 and crushed Canada 6-0 to qualify to represent North America in the World Games. 

“This June, if my commanders are as supportive as they were this past September, I’ll be going to Cairo, Egypt to play in the World Games,” said Captain Robertson. “We’ll play against Germany and other countries. It’s a level right below the Olympics.”

But until then, the captain will be hard at work at the 16th MDOS, making sure the airmen under his care keep their smiles healthy.

 “It’s been a really great experience,” said Captain Robertson, “and I’m looking forward to going to Egypt in June.”  LAST TWO PGHS ARE SOMEWHAT TRITE; STORY COULD HAVE ENDED BETTER WITHOUT THEM
