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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

A good story pretty well told. Nice lead-in and the close ties back to the beginning.  Quotes were nice and fleshed out the story.

Judge #2 Comments:

Well told story. You did a nice job of blending the present with the past. A couple of things you could have done to enhance the piece was to break down what the 50 guardmembers did to help. Also, you mention Griffis wanted to give back - for those who helped him. But, you didn't say what was done to help him after he went through a tornado. You could have used a transition in the graf before mentioning Schmigotzi. What political party is Dewine? The Binion quote was weak. You had a strong ending. Overall: I enjoyed the article; it was easy reading.

Judge #3 Comments:

Vance pilots help Ohio tornado victims

CLEAR ACCOUNT OF RESCUE STORY.  WRITER NEEDS TO WATCH DETAIL, WORD USE AND SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION

by Kent Cummins

Chief of Internal Information

Four Vance pilots recently found themselves in the midst of a natural disaster.


The 8th Flying Training Squadron’s Capt. Doug Antcliff, AND 1st Lts. Nick Nobriga, Garrin Powers and Steven Sylvester helped rescue seven people in Xenia, Ohio, after an F-4WHAT’S THAT?? tornado slammed into the community Sept. 20. Xenia (pronounced Zeen-yuh) is located WORD NOT NEEDED about 20 miles southeast of Dayton. The unexpected twister hit the city of nearly 25,000 around 7:30 p.m. killing one person and injuring more than 100.


Capt. Antcliff and 1st Lt. Nobriga were returning from an air show in Ottawa, Canada, while 1st Lts. Powers and Sylvester were on temporary duty at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. The pilots planned to meet up at the base and fly their T-37 Tweets back to Vance but the weather didn’t cooperate. The group had to stay overnight and planned to depart the following day.


As the four headed down Highway 35 that evening in a van on their way to a Xenia motel, something out of the passenger window caught 1st Lt. Nobriga’s eye.


What he saw was a quarter-of-a-mile wide, slow-spinning, F-4 tornado bearing down on them.

Capt. Antcliff saw it too.


“It was moving very slowly, it wasn’t wrapped up very quick,” said Capt. Antcliff. “It was very large and it was not a funnel cloud, it was pretty much straight down on either side. It reminded me of the video tape of the Oklahoma City tornados that we saw on TV over and over.”


The driver, 1st Lt. Sylvester, pulled the van off the road just as the tornado ripped the roof off a nearby bank. As they thought about jumping out of the van and diving into a ditch, the funnel snatched a telephone pole out of the ground, exploded electrical transformers, churned across the highway in front of them and then faded into the night. 


Once the tornado had passed, the four men pulled into a gas station near a neighborhood and started looking for people who needed help.


“First thing I saw were two children on the right side of the road,” said Capt. Antcliff. There was a girl, 14, in bare feet, in nightclothes and her brother was younger, 8 or 10, and he was in nightclothes too. Their house was three-quarters gone. They were obviously upset. They were dirty — cuts and bruises. I took those kids to the Air Force van we had parked across the street to get them away from the scene.”


“We kept hearing ‘somebody’s buried in that house, somebody’s buried in that house,’” said 1st Lt. Nobriga. “So we ran over with a couple of the neighborhood guys and there was a house completely demolished — it was flattened. Apparently there was a lady in there. We didn’t know where she was so we just ran over to the wreckage and started throwing pieces of wood and wall to get the house off of her. We were eventually able to dig her out.”

She survived.  

1st Lts. Powers and Sylvester carried the injured lady WOMAN—WE DON’T KNOW IF SHE WAS A LADY over to a neighbor’s van so they could take her to a hospital. Emergency vehicles had not yet arrived on scene. “None of the emergency vehicles could get into that area because there was so much debris,” said Lt. Nobriga.


The Vance pilots moved from house to house trying to help people.


Capt. Antcliff heard someone yell “she’s still in the house and she’s all bloody.”


“She was sitting in her recliner, slumped down, facing the front door,” he said. “The window was out, the roof was hanging over her, the right wall in the kitchen was gone. The roof was barely supported. You could smell gas and there were hot electrical wires around.”


All four men entered the house.  


“She had a two-inch cut across her forehead, her left leg was damaged,” said Capt. Antcliff. “We didn’t know the extent of her injuries.  She was very bloody. The back wall was sprayed with mud, blood and debris.”


The foursome teamed up, treated her for shock and cleaned her wounds. They removed the front door from the house to use as a stretcher and secured her on it with blankets and some soft rope. They helped carry her to a mini-mart down the road where a triage had been set up to treat the injured.  

She survived.


Before the night was over Capt. Antcliff, 1st Lt. Nobriga, 1st Lt. Powers and 1st Lt. Sylvester helped many people survive the Xenia tornado, and their efforts did not go unnoticed.

“We the city of Xenia are in awe of the great response we received from thousands of great Americans, especially the National Guard and the United States Air Force including these wonderful officers and many members of Wright Patterson AFB,” said Xenia’s Mayor John Saraga. “Please pass on my sincere gratitude for the sacrifices that our military gives freely to this great Nation each and every day. On behalf of the city of Xenia, words cannot adequately express our appreciation.”

