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Judge #1 Comments: 

Pretty good story overall, but there was some clarity problems and problems with identifying people.  I don't know why you plugged Cessna when it wasn't necessary.  That's advertising.  Stating a "single-engine airplane" would've been enough without stating the brand.  And leaving out Ocean after Atlantic also hurt.  Otherwise, the story is full of good quotes and details.  One thing I wished for, though, was a better quote from the victim.  You should’ve interviewed him.

Judge #2 Comments: 

Not a bad story; good story flow, good use of names and their part in the rescue. However, you left out a few nice- and need-to-know things. For example, what coast of Portugal (pin it down a little)? You said he was flying a single-engine Cessna, but don't say from where to where. Near the end, you mention three other names, but don't say what part they played. How is Haynes getting along now? Was the aircraft lost? You also had a couple of word choice problems: I don't believe hypothermia is an injury. "Impact" the water is a technical term; use a synonym. Overall: the story was nicely done and relatively easy to read.

Judge #3 Comments:

Aircrew helps save pilot after ocean crash

AN EXCITING RESCUE STORY. LEDE COULD HAVE BEEN MORE INVITING BY HINTING AT THE IMAGINATIVE IMPROVISATION THEY USED TO HELP THE PILOT.

By 1st Lt. Dale Greer

Wing Public Affairs Officer

An aircrew from the Kentucky Air National Guard helped rescue a civilian pilot May 17 after his aircraft plunged into the chilly Atlantic 360 miles off the coast of Portugal.

The pilot, 35-year-old Alex Haynes of Seattle, was not harmed in the crash but could have sustained severe injuries WORD CHOICE—  EXPOSURE NOT AN INJURY. SENTENCE NEEDS REWRITING because of exposure to the 50-degree water. At such temperatures, death from hypothermia can occur within a few hours.

Fortunately, a C-130 crew from the 123rd Airlift Wing heard Haynes' distress call and diverted to the crash site with survival gear.

"We were flying from the Azores to Pisa, Italy, to pick up some Army National Guard soldiers," explained Capt. Todd Lally, the mission's aircraft commander. "About an hour after takeoff, we heard an air traffic controller say, 'Who's declaring a Mayday?'

"That really got our attention."

Haynes, who was flying a single-engine Cessna, responded by saying he was having engine trouble and that he expected to impact the water in eight minutes.

"There was a hush that fell over the cockpit," Lally recalled. "We knew it was a very serious situation."

Lally asked his navigator, Maj. Jason Arnold, to compute how long their C-130 could stay over the crash and still have enough fuel to reach land.

In the meantime, Haynes made his final radio transmission before going down.

"The last call I remember real distinctly," said Master Sgt. Scott Davis, a flight engineer in the wing's 165th Airlift Squadron. "His altitude was about 300 feet, and the very last thing he did before he hit was spout out his coordinates.

"It was pretty chilling to hear his voice because you could tell he was really in trouble."

Lally, who was about an hour from Haynes' location, contacted the nearest air traffic controller to offer assistance but was told repeatedly to stand by.

"They didn't realize I was trying to help," Lally said. "They thought I was trying to make my hourly position report like everybody else. Finally, after they told me to stand by twice, I said, 'We can help you. Give us the opportunity.' That's when they sent me to another frequency so they could talk to me on a channel that wasn't so congested."

The Kentucky crew was told to divert to the crash site and render whatever assistance they could.

Meanwhile, a Portuguese P-3 Orion rescue aircraft and an Egyptian C-130 also were en route.

The Egyptian C-130 arrived within 36 minutes of the crash and reported seeing Haynes in an orange dinghy. The Egyptians then departed the scene because they were running low on fuel.

About 20 minutes later, the Kentucky crew arrived on scene and began making passes over the crash site at an altitude of 300 feet.

They were unable to see the dinghy. Instead, Haynes seemed to be clinging to a partially inflated life jacket.

"There was one distinct pass when we could tell he was swimming in the water," Lally said. "That's when we decided we needed to get this guy a life raft."

The C-130's two loadmasters, Master Sgt. David Riedley and Staff Sgt. Randall Hood, first dropped some sea dye to mark Haynes' position from the air. They then began fabricating a system for deploying a sea kit, which includes a life raft and mittens.

"Our concern was that it might not float," Hood explained, noting that the kit is normally worn as part of survival gear that's attached to a parachute. "Sgt. Riedley and I were basically making it up as we went along, so we hooked the sea kit to one of our life preservers and threw it out of the aircraft."

The gambit worked.

The kit landed just 50 feet from Haynes, who swam over, inflated the raft and crawled inside.

"That was the last thing we saw before we bugged out," Hood said.

It was not, however, the last word.

Hood had scrawled a note on Haynes' life preserver with a grease pencil, telling the downed pilot that he would be picked up by a Turkish fishing trawler in about five hours.

As the Kentucky C-130 departed, its fuel reserves now almost depleted from loitering over the crash site for 75 minutes, the Portuguese P-3 arrived to watch over Haynes until he could be picked up by the surface vessel.

Lally said he was pleased with the ingenuity his crew displayed during the crisis. Also involved in the rescue were Capt. Doug Velander, Staff Sgt. Brian Bauer and Tech. Sgt. Michael Cook.

"We were performing a mission that we're not really trained to do, so we had to improvise as we went along," Lally said. REDUNDANT—HAVE SAID THIS TWICE ALREADY

"I was really proud of the teamwork our guys showed in dealing with this situation. I think it probably had a lot to do with saving that guy's life."

Haynes expressed his gratitude during a phone call to Velander after returning to the United States the following week.

"I can't thank you guys enough," Haynes said. "I'll be eternally grateful."
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Judge #1 Comments: 

This story had potential, but it was just "facts," without feelings.  The lede was awfully dull.  How can you expect to capture readers' attention by starting off with "Thirty-eight senior leaders...…?"  Right away, anyone who isn't a senior leader stops reading.  And then, later you say that the visitors included a couple of retired people of flag rank.  It contradicts your lede.  There was also a sentence structure problem when you said a 2.5-ton truck "took off to Cherry Point."  Makes it sound like it flew.

Judge #2 Comments: 

Good piece. Some clarity problems could have really enhanced the article. For example: Were there any other inter-service maneuvers? If so, you could have mentioned them and still kept the emphasis on McGuire. Why were the retired officers aboard? Wasn't this for new flag officers? You said Morgan and Smith were impressed, but don't give quotes from them?? Also, are both 4-star officers? Why was Taylor so impressed to find young officers piloting the plane? Overall: not a bad article.

Judge #3 Comments:

STORY TAKES A SPECIFIC EVENT, USES IT TO DESCRIBE AN OVERALL PROGRAM AND GETS INTERESTING REACTION FROM PARTICIPANTS.  IT IS ALWAYS HELPFUL TO REVIEW YOUR STORIES FOR CLARITY AND FOR TRANSITIONAL DEVELOPMENT.  ALSO BE CAREFUL THAT WORD CHOICES ARE THE RIGHT ONES AND DESCRIPTIONS ARE CLEAR.

By Staff Sgt. Michael O'Connor

Staff Writer

CAPSTONE:  Senior leaders get birds-eye view of Air Force

Thirty-eight senior leaders from the U.S. Armed Forces received a birds-eye-view of a McGuire KC-10A Extender refueling a B-2 Spirit during a mission Oct. 5.

As part of a National Defense University course called CAPSTONE, the KC-10A's capabilities were showcased for America's newly-appointed general and flag officers.

CAPSTONE is a mandatory six-week course designed to make senior leaders more effective in planning and employing WORD CHOICE—MEAN DIRECTING OR DEPLOYING OR USING??? U.S. forces in joint and combined JOINT AND COMBINED SOUNDS REDUNDANT operations, said Lt. Col. Mike Wills, CAPSTONE executive officer. THIS REALLY DOES NOT ADEQUATELY DESCRIBE THE PURPOSE OF THE COURSE.  AFTER ALL, WE HAVE TWO RETIRED BIGSHOTS IN THE CROWD, TOO. IS THE PURPOSE TO BUILD POPULAR SUPPORT FOR THE PROGRAM, TO IMPRESS OUTSIDERS AS WELL AS MAKE THE UPOCOMING BRASS AWARE OF WHAT THEY CAN DO WITH THIS CAPABILITY??

In an effort to show the KC-10A's versatility, troops from the 305th Aerial Port Squadron, 2nd Air Refueling Squadron and students from the 305th Operations Support Squadron loaded a 2.5-ton truck before it took off to Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station, Havelock, N.C.IF THIS LOADING EXERCISE WAS DESIGNED TO SHOW THE OPERATION FROM START TO FINISH, AND THIS WAS THE START, WE SHOULD SAY SO HERE.  OTHERWISE IT SEEMS LIKE A DETAIL THAT DOES NOT LEAD US TO THE NEXT SENTENCE—JUST CONFUSES THE READER.  According to Maj. Christopher Joyce, a 2nd Air Refueling Squadron pilot and mission commander of the flight, it INDEFINITE ANTECEDENT – WHAT DOES IT REFER TO?   gives the senior leaders a good picture of the Extender's cargo carrying capability.

Once the flag officers boarded the aircraft at Cherry Point MCAS, Joyce briefed the senior leaders about the 19-year-old McDonnell-Douglas KC-10A's ability to carry 170,000 pounds of cargo, 356,000 pounds of fuel, and its flying range (unrefueled) to travel 4,400 nautical miles with a full cargo load and 11,500 nautical miles without cargo.  

Joyce also pointed out the Extender's probe and multi-drogue WHAT’S THIS MEAN—NEEDS SHORT, ENGLISH-LANGUAGE EXPLANATION capability, allowing the tanker to refuel most aircraft in the U.S. arsenal.

Cleared for takeoff from Cherry Point, 2nd ARS pilots Capt. Cris Ferris and 1st Lt. John Mirtich taxied down the runway and took off for a rendezvous with another McGuire KC-10 and a Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., B-2.

Besides watching the tanker being refueled by another KC-10, the senior leaders aboard also got a chance to see the B-2, both of which impressed their visitors, including retired Marine Corps Gen. Thomas Morgan and retired Navy Adm. William Smith.   

"I would've never imagined two aircraft so large being able to be that close in mid-air," said Brig. Gen. Joe Taylor, U.S. Army deputy congressional legislative liaison, who works ON Army programs with Congress.  Taylor said he was equally impressed when he found out there was a captain and first lieutenant piloting the multi-million dollar aircraft. WHY?? MAKE CLEAR, DON’T ASSUME READER WILL KNOW WHY HE WAS IMPRESSED

"Watching aerial refueling first-hand is a great way for the senior leaders from our sister services to see how important air power is to the success of the U.S. military," Joyce said.  "Not only does this mission show these leaders the Air Force's capability to go anywhere in the world, but how the KC-10A's features can support the mission of all branches of the military."     

The refueling mission was just one aspect of the training the leaders went through, Wills said.  Before arriving at Cherry Point aboard four HH-46 Pedro helicopters, the officers observed a Marine amphibious assault EXERCISE  NOT A REAL ASSAULT

"Watching the Marines perform an amphibious assault gave the newly-appointed flag officers a true taste and feel of what it's all about," Wills said.  "But for those who've never dealt with the 82nd Airborne, watching the 82nd do a night jump and the soldiers in a live-fire demonstration at Fort Bragg, N.C., Oct. 4 kind of watered their eyes to what the troops in the field do."      

Wills added that seeing and interacting with the troops abroad BUT THESE WERE ALL DOMESTIC ACTIVITIES—UNCLEAR WHAT HE IS TALKING ABOUT has had a lasting impression on everyone in the course.

"Seeing the quality of troops in all the services performing difficult tasks on a daily basis, really brings it home for everyone in CAPSTONE," Taylor said.  "I wish the American taxpayers could see the same snapshot of how hard our airmen, sailors, soldiers and Marines work, that those of us in CAPSTONE have seen."
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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:

Great use of quotes.  Tells the story pretty completely.  Shows that good writing can apply to stories that aren't "national" in scope.  There were a couple of grammar errors (This is not a good situation, we count on AAFES.  You need a coordinating conjunction and a comma to separate two complete thoughts.  And there was an incomplete sentence (Although, the fuel shortage has not ended in the United Kingdom.) You also need a last name for "Candie, wife of...…"  Those are minor fixes.  The reporting was complete and the writing was well done.  Keep up the good work.  This is news people can use.

Judge #2 Comments:

The story started out fairly strong, but rapidly weakened -- both in content and construction. Taking things in order: good lead and fair bridge. How many gas islands were there? How much per gallon/liter was the gas? You said first sergeants were on the scene -- kind of a heavyweight rank for a lightweight job. Why didn’t the shipment from Ipswich arrive Wednesday? You have an incomplete sentence -- starting "Although the fuel shortage .. The paragraph starting "There are no guarantees .. Needs attribution. The next to last paragraph is a poor quote, better left out. Overall: the subject was strong, the telling of the story could have been stronger.

Judge #3 Comments:

STORY DESCRIBES AN INTERESTING EVENT AND COVERS MOST ANGLES. THE SIDEBAR BOX THAT GOES WITH STORY GOOD IDEA, VERY HELPFUL. BUT MOST OF  GENERAL ASSERTIONS AS TO WHAT IS HAPPENING ARE NOT ATTRIBUTED—WRITER SAYS SO FLATLY.  BUT WRITER IS NOT THE PERSON WITH FIRST HAND INFORMATION—SHE GOT IT FROM SOMEONE, PRESUMABLY SOMEONE KNOWLEDGEABLE, SO BY ATTRIBUTING IT, SHE GIVES THE READER CONFIDENCE THE INFORMATION IS ACCURATE.  JOURNALIST NEEDS TO WORK ON WRITING MECHANICS—FIRST PARAGRAPH, FOR INSTANCE, IS LONG AND JAMMED WITH TOO MUCH INFORMATION, WITH SOME INFORMATION (HEARD FROM LOCAL NEWS REPORTS) NOT NEEDED AND SOME NECESSARY (LIKE A MENTION OF THE CAUSE) NOT IN THERE.  OTHER BASIC INFORMATION LIKE HOW LONG SHORTAGE HAS BEEN GOING ON NOT IN THE STORY.

Gasoline shortage, liters rationed

By Senior Airman Charlene Carl


48th Fighter Wing public affairs

Concerned motorists drained gas pumps dry DID THIS REALLY HAPPEN, DID THE PUMPS RUN OUT?  REST OF STORY MAKES IT SOUND AS IF THEY RATIONED BUT NEVER RAN OUT Tuesday at the Army and Air Force Exchange Service gas station after hearing local news reports of a gas shortage in the East Anglia area. Drivers began a rush about 2 p.m. Monday resulting in an hour or more wait before they could actually reach the islands. Many became frustrated by the inconvenience and drove away. 

“We were pretty busy,” said Denise Oliver, AAFES gas station cashier supervisor.

By 4 p.m., commanders of RAF Lakenheath and RAF Mildenhall  limited patrons to 20 liters or approximately five gallons if they had less than half a tank of gas. Tuesday the limit was changed to $10 to make it easier to count. These changes were made based on advice from AAFES and group commanders to help preserve the fuel available. First sergeants were on scene to check driver’s fuel gauges and ensure this policy was kept. 

Members of the 48th Security Forces Squadron were also on the scene to make sure no one cut the line. 

 “We are here to keep everything orderly and moving,” said Airman 1st Class Juronda Wheeler, 48th Security Forces Squadron. “The line moved faster once the gas was rationed. This is not a good situation, SEMICOLON NEEDED HERE we count on AAFES.”

Delivery from a terminal near Ipswich  arrived WORD CHOICE:DELIVERY DIDN’T ARRIVE, THE GAS ARRIVED.  DELIVERY WAS HOW IT GOT THERE. Tuesday but the shipment scheduled for Wednesday did not arrive, according to Fred Tyler, AAFES Service Station Manager. 

“There was no way to foresee this,” said Tyler. “We did all we could to get gas in when we heard the first refinery was blocked.” 

The East Anglia military community receives their gas from the same sources as the British community per a contract by WITH OR THROUGH the Defense Energy Support Center in Fort Belvoir, Va.  

Although, the fuel shortage has not ended in the United Kingdom SENTENCE FRAGMENT. However, due to the importance of continuing to meet NATO mission WORDY AND CLUMSY.  JUST SAY DUE TO THE IMPORTANCE OF THE NATO MISSION, a small WORD CHOICE: SMALL COMPARED TO WHAT?  LIMITED WOULD HAVE BEEN THE RIGHT WORD  amount of fuel has been delivered to RAF Lakenheath, RAF Mildenhall and RAF Feltwell in order to ensure mission essential personnel are able to get to and from work. 

There are no guarantees that this supply will last or be resupplied at any time SENTENCE DOES NOT PARSE, so military members and their families should use all efforts to conserve the gas they currently have until this is resolved.

Deliveries are not arriving because truck drivers and farmers joined forces to blockade fuel depots and refineries in protest to the rising cost of fuel in Great Britain. Their continued actions are preventing most tankers from making deliveries to gasoline stations. CAUSE OF CRISIS IS TOO LOW.  THERE SHOULD HAVE BEEN SOME BRIEF MENTION NEAR THE TOP

  RAF Lakenheath citizens are not dismayed though and keeping good spirits through this event.

“I am surprised this happened,” said Senior Airman Derek Shell, 48th Component Repair Squadron. “It’s kind of messed up it has come to this, but 20 liters is a fair amount of gas. I hope this blows over.”

At this time, it is unknown when the fuel outage will be over. In the meantime, base residents who can stay home such as Candie SHE DESERVES A LAST NAME AT FIRST MENTION, wife of Staff Sgt. Chad Fehr, 48th  Operations Support Squadron, plan on conserving fuel by making the least number of trips possible.  

“I am pretty low so I have been waiting in this line about an hour,” said Candie. “I plan on conserving my fuel  by walking and not traveling as much as possible. I normally go places a lot, but now I will probably just stay at home.” 

This is a thought which falls right in line with other choices for fuel preservation such as car pooling, staying at home, and making as few trips as possible. Siphoning gas is extremely dangerous, according to healthcare professionals.  

Members who need further assistance as a result of this event can call their first sergeants or commanders. 

Schedule changes and Cancellations due to gas shortage

Hospital appointments

Running on schedule. Notify your primary care manager or clinic if you cannot make appointments.

CDC/Youth Center

At a minimum projected open through Sept. 22.

Adult Education

Class through this weekend will be held as scheduled. Students with issues concerning gas should contact their instructors.

Air Force Ball

RAF Lakenheath and RAF Mildenhall Air Force Ball are cancelled until further notice

Airport shuttle

Expected to run through Sept. 22 without delay.

PCSing/HHG pickup

On schedule. No changes.

Commissary

Fully stocked to date.

Dining Hall

 Open normal hours

ITT trips

This weekend’s trips are cancelled. For more information, call ITT at 7-2979.

Car pooling

People interested in car pooling can post messages to the car pooling public folder on the LAN.
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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments: 

The story begins OK, but needs much more in details and history of the base and its mission.  Talk with more people about their feelings on the closing and what history they've participated in.  How long did it take to complete the last tanker?  Make sure your questions are answered fully so that you can write completely for your audience.  Also watch your stylebook.  It's Inc., not Incorporated.

Judge #2 Comments:

Not much meat to this story. The subject material really dictated that fact. A lot of questions need addressed -- remember, answer the reader's questions before they are asked. Is this a new plane? Are there other aircraft at McClellan? If not, what happens to the remaining 20 techs? If there are other aircraft, what is the time frame for their disposition? It would help to mention the base closure date with each article -- just as a reminder. You could have used some elaboration of the fourth paragraph. The last sentence is a repeat. Overall: a tough subject to make interesting.

Judge #3 Comments:

McClellan's last aircraft departs marking end of aviation era 

GOOD WRITING WITH ACTION AND DETAIL, USE OF ACTIVE VERBS.  STORY, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF ITS FIRST SENTENCE, CRIED FOR A PARAGRAPH SAYING WHAT REMAINED TO BE DONE TO CLOSE THE BASE AND WHEN THAT WAS SCHEDULED TO HAPPEN. STORY ALSO COULD HAVE BEEN HELPED BY A SHORT REVIEW OF WHEN PLANE DEPARTURES STARTED, HOW MANY LEFT THE BASE AND QUOTES FROM ANYONE WHO WAS AROUND AT THE START OF THE CLOSEDOWN.

By 2nd Lt. Robert A. Firman

Public Affairs deputy director

McClellan Air Force Base passed another milestone Friday on the road to closure.  Roaring engines and a tip of the wings marked the departure of the last Air Force aircraft from the base, a KC-135 Stratotanker. NICE LEDE WITH IMPORTANCE AND ACTION DESCRIPTION IN TWO SHORT PUNCHY SENTENCES.

With more than 30,000 hours of labor UNCERTAIN WHAT KIND OF LABOR THIS MEANS invested in it, this jet, unpainted but airworthy GOOD DETAIL, left for the hangars of Pemco Aeroplex, Incorporated in Birmingham, Ala., where it will undergo the remaining maintenance work necessary to put it back in service as an aerial refueler. 

For the mechanics and members of the aircraft management team, working on the last aircraft on base presented unique challenges. 

 "The mechanics and the whole aircraft team really pulled together to get this plane out of here," said Joyce Washington, a materials analyst with the Aircraft Management Division. "People really went above and beyond on this project, especially the mechanics. People came in on their days off and they worked a lot of tough hours. They knew what needed to be done and they made it happen."

As the Aircraft Management Division downsized, fewer people and fewer resources were available to complete the project. But doing more with less has become a way of life in the Air Force and success was the only option. RAH-RAH MORALE BOOSTING TALK DOES NOT BELONG IN A NEWS STORY UNLESS OF COURSE IT IS ATTRIBUTED TO SOMEONE. BUT IT SHOULD NOT COME FROM THE WRITER'S VOICE. Working at one point with about 700 personnel, aircraft management was down to about 20 Friday. GOOD SPECIFIC

"We've worked on about 44 different kinds of airplanes at McClellan since we opened for business nearly 60 years ago," said Gerry Hampton, director of the Aircraft Management Division. "The departure of this plane was bittersweet. It was sad to see the end of an era, but I'm very proud of the people who made this effort work. It was tough to get the last airplane out as the support structure was going away. These people did a fantastic job getting this plane out with limited resources."
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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:

This story is OK for basic facts, but it left many questions unanswered, such as Why he won the award.  Also, there's no information on his family.  Many of the supporting quotes were of the "ratings comment" variety ("His integrity is unchallenged as is his loyalty to the Air Force.")

Judge #2 Comments:

Not a bad story; these are the subjects military papers thrive on, and sometimes it is tough to make them interesting. You could have used some other facts about the unit's job -- including the number of people on any given flight. Also, use layman's terms; you have other audiences reading the paper, such as spouses. Other comments, in order: "every minute of every day" could have been "at all times." The paragraph that starts "His integrity .." is just so much military jargon. Leave it out. Plus, the man is an E-7 -- those traits should be a given. Why did he opt for that AFSC, in stead of cop or cook? You could have used some pertinent stats about the number of deployments, etc. Once you used rank and name, use only last name in subsequent references. Overall: a decent effort.

Judge #3 Comments:

Sergeant brings recognition to himself, unit

STORY CONVEYS BASIC MESSAGE OF AN AWARD.  BUT IT DOES NOT SAY EXPLICITLY AND CLEARLY WHY MAYNARD WAS SELECTED—WHAT DID CITATION SAY, HOW WAS HE DISTINGUISED FROM OTHER CANDIDATES?  IT ALSO FAILED TO SAY HOW MANY OTHER CANDIDATES, WHAT THE POOL WAS.  WRITING TENDS TO BE REPETITIOUS.

by 2nd Lt. Julie Eilerman

Public Affairs

A sergeant assigned to the 16th Operations Support Squadron Operations Medical Flight was recently awarded one of the highest recognitions for a senior noncommissioned officer in his field – the 1999 Brig. Gen. Sarah P. Wells Outstanding Medical Technician of the year for senior NCO--- THAT’S TWICE THIS SENTENCE SAYS IT IS FOR A SENIOR NCO.. 

This Air Force level award is presented to one senior NCO---NOW A THIRD TIME for work as a medical technician, and this year Master Sgt. Jerry Maynard, superintendent for the 16th OSS/Operational Support Medicine took home the honor.

Because Sergeant Maynard and the rest of the OMF fall under the 16th Operations Group, not many people associate them with the medical career field. 

“We’re the best medics in the Air Force and that’s based on training and performance,” Sergeant Maynard said of the superior performing flight.

His duties include providing management HOW ABOUT JUST MANAGING PERSONNEL? of personnel, ensuring training and standards are met, ensuring personnel are ready and mobile every minute of every day and that medical plans and capabilities are in place to support any deployment. However, he takes little credit for the work accomplished by the flight.

“I didn’t do it myself. No one here can do anything on their own,” he commented.

Sergeant Maynard’s supervisor, Col. Robert Zerull, chief flight surgeon and 16th OSS/OMF commander, sings the NCO’s praises.

“His integrity is unchallenged as is his loyalty to the Air Force. Jerry’s a guy who others can trust. They can look to him for his leadership, and his guidance and tutelage enables everyone else to do their jobs,” the colonel said.

“He’s also very good with his superiors. I’m constantly informed, and he’s able to effectively relay what the enlisted folks are feeling,” Colonel Zerull added.

The sergeant started his Air Force career in the medical field. “After my enlistment, my choices were medical, cop or cook. I have no regrets with the decision I made.”

He went to train and worked in a surgical ward for his first assignment. After that experience, he knew he wanted to stay in the medical field but be where the action was. 

His next step was a move to the intensive care unit at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. Following that duty, he was picked up for Independent Medical Technician School at Sheppard AFB, Texas, where he spent months learning the responsibilities of a medical technician.

“It was the hardest course I ever took. You went from a basic medic to being a provider where you didn’t have a doc to lean on,” he recalled.

After two other assignments, Sergeant Maynard felt confident in his abilities, so he applied for a special duty assignment here. 

According to the sergeant, the selection for the special duty assignment is very competitive and only the best are accepted.

He received the billet and moved to Hurlburt in 1997 to be part of the tactical medical evacuation team. In his current position, he combines both medical care and medical diagnostics which means he determines what a patient needs and then gives him or her that medical attention. INVERTED ORDER OF EXPLANATION 

“We’re the link between the battlefield and the casualty collection point,” he said about his flight. “Our entire mission is off station. We support every temporary duty and every deployment.”

And with those responsibilities come a number of deployments for the personnel in the OMF, but according to Sergeant Maynard, there are no complaints. THIS SENTENCE AND NEXT ONE ARE VERY UNCLEAR AS TO WHAT IS BEING TALKED ABOUT

“We have a selective process to get the best in here and through peer pressure, we push each other to become better,” he said.

Sergeant Maynard is proud of his unit and believes his personal achievements represent the unit he’s part of. REPETITOUS OF WHAT HE SAID BEFORE

“The biggest thing this award means to me is more recognition for this unit for where it stands in the big picture of Air Force medicine. People in this unit are always receiving recognition for their outstanding performance. Everyone is just as proficient as I am,” he said.

And the halls of their building are lining with plaques and awards honoring exceptional members for their contributions over the years to the unit, the base, Air Force Special Operations Command and the Air Force.

“When you work here, you know you’re the best,” Sergeant Maynard explained. WORD CHOICE—NOT AN EXPLANATION BUT AN OPINION

He’ll officially WASTED WORD receive his award in November at a conference in Las Vegas.

“It’s payback for my wife for 17 years of service. WHY FOR HIS WIFE? UNCLEAR  She was ecstatic,” he said.
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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:

More reaction from the cadets would've helped this story.  It was also hampered by poor spelling and grammar.  More editing to catch those errors will produce a better product, which will enhance your credibility.  There were sentence structure errors (Some cadets are interested in having a good casual status job prior to training, or whether or not the local area offers good jobs/schooling for a future spouse, etc.  Everything after training is a dangling modifier.  It doesn't modify anything.) and agreement problems (Once a student graduates, they...…   A is the subject.  It's singular.  Requires a he or she as the object, not the plural form They.)  Also, it's the Reserve Officer Training Corps, not corp.

Judge #2 Comments:

Kind of a nebulous. I'm not sure the layman would understand terms such as "casual status job," "joint spouse procedures." It wasn't so much of what was written, but what wasn't. In order: in the lead, what does "planning to be fly" mean? Also, move the where and when after the word "cockpit." What does DPY stand for? "It" helps, not "it's." You misspelled Corps. A grammar problem in the seventh paragraph "a" student is singular, "they" is plural.

Judge #3 Comments:

By Senior Airman Marijon Clarke

Academy Spirit staff

STORY IS SO FULL OF JARGON IT IS HARD TO UNDERSTAND

Class of 2000 graduates planning to be fly embarked on the road to a cockpit  starting with the pilot training selection process Thursday in Fairchild Hall.

Unlike other cadet job selections in the past, these cadets were much more limited in their decisions, in that they only have five training bases to pick from.

“The cadets personal preferences really played a part in this,” said Senior Master Sgt. Jane Weinmann, superintendent, cadet personnel.  Some cadets are interested in having a good casual status job prior to training, or whether or not the local area offers good jobs/schooling for a future spouse, etc.  The cadets on Thursday had to really think out their decision.

“I picked Sheppard AFB, because I like the joint training environment with foreign aviators,” said Cadet 1st Class Jammie Himsl. Himsl also thinks it will increase her chances of getting a fighter assignment out of pilot training.

Members from the Air Force Personnel Center (Randolph AFB, Texas) administered the selection process, with the help of the Cadet Personnel Division.  DPY--UNCLEAR WHAT THIS ACRONYM STANDS FOR has been in charge of the selection process in the past, but this was the first year that officials from the center have been so involved.

“It’s helps being here for this because we have more of a management role than before,” said Maj. Matthew Arth, the center’s Line Officer Procurement Branch chief.  “Because we’re in charge of all assignments, including [Reserve Officer Training Corp and Officer Training School graduates], it’s necessary to be a part of this to make sure it all goes well.  We  aren’t here to change the procedures, we just want to help.”

Experts from Academy personnel and Randolph were ready to answer questions as cadets were called down by name to make their selection.  Once a student graduates, they NUMBERS DISAGREEMENT WITH PREVIOUS “A STUDENT” are in the center’s hands, so knowing the rules about joint spouse procedures AVOID JARGON, training dates and other casual JARGON  status jobs is important.  Sometimes, advisors here don’t have all the answers.

The pilot training selection process is similar to the non-rated JARGON job selection process in that cadets are rated according to their General Board Ranking, with the highest getting the first pick of jobs.  A total of 544 cadets picked from 544 training dates at five different bases; Vance AFB, Okla.; Pensacola Naval Air Station, Fla.; Sheppard AFB, Texas; Laughlin AFB, Texas; and Columbus AFB, Miss.

“The cadets were satisfied with the process, because they understood the rules, and the rules are fairly applied to everyone,” said Weinmann.  “Some of the increased satisfaction may be due to the opportunity to volunteer for a short notice [undergraduate pilot training] slot should one become available later on.”

Having personnel center officials on hand “provided tremendous credibility to the process, not to mention relieving the concerns of the cadets on numerous issues,” added Weinmann.

Training dates range from this summer to as far away as October 2001.  Cadet 1st Class Jonathon Gration Jr. is happy with his March 28, 2001, training date as long as he “gets a good casual job in between ... I wouldn’t mind going to fighter base and hopefully get some kind of flying in.”  Gration is slated for training at Sheppard.
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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:

Basically this is a good story, but it leaves too many questions unanswered.  How did they decide to help?  Why? How long were they there? What were their reactions?  What did they get out of it?  Remember, ask "how" and "Why" to get complete answers and good quotes.

Judge #2 Comments:

Good story. The lead and bridge are strong and the story flows well. There were some things, however, and they are noted in order. You need to clarify that an F-4 tornado has winds in excess of 206 mph, plus the damage it can cause. Once you mention and name and rank, use only the last name in subsequent references. What does "it wasn't wrapped up very quick" mean? Eight paragraph: excellent description.  A leg is not "damaged." It would have been nice to see some quotes from the four people mentioned in the last paragraph. Any awards forthcoming?

Judge #3 Comments:

Vance pilots help Ohio tornado victims

CLEAR ACCOUNT OF RESCUE STORY.  WRITER NEEDS TO WATCH DETAIL, WORD USE AND SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION

by Kent Cummins

Chief of Internal Information

Four Vance pilots recently found themselves in the midst of a natural disaster.


The 8th Flying Training Squadron’s Capt. Doug Antcliff, AND 1st Lts. Nick Nobriga, Garrin Powers and Steven Sylvester helped rescue seven people in Xenia, Ohio, after an F-4WHAT’S THAT?? tornado slammed into the community Sept. 20. Xenia (pronounced Zeen-yuh) is located WORD NOT NEEDED about 20 miles southeast of Dayton. The unexpected twister hit the city of nearly 25,000 around 7:30 p.m. killing one person and injuring more than 100.


Capt. Antcliff and 1st Lt. Nobriga were returning from an air show in Ottawa, Canada, while 1st Lts. Powers and Sylvester were on temporary duty at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. The pilots planned to meet up at the base and fly their T-37 Tweets back to Vance but the weather didn’t cooperate. The group had to stay overnight and planned to depart the following day.


As the four headed down Highway 35 that evening in a van on their way to a Xenia motel, something out of the passenger window caught 1st Lt. Nobriga’s eye.


What he saw was a quarter-of-a-mile wide, slow-spinning, F-4 tornado bearing down on them.

Capt. Antcliff saw it too.


“It was moving very slowly, it wasn’t wrapped up very quick,” said Capt. Antcliff. “It was very large and it was not a funnel cloud, it was pretty much straight down on either side. It reminded me of the video tape of the Oklahoma City tornados that we saw on TV over and over.”


The driver, 1st Lt. Sylvester, pulled the van off the road just as the tornado ripped the roof off a nearby bank. As they thought about jumping out of the van and diving into a ditch, the funnel snatched a telephone pole out of the ground, exploded electrical transformers, churned across the highway in front of them and then faded into the night. 


Once the tornado had passed, the four men pulled into a gas station near a neighborhood and started looking for people who needed help.


“First thing I saw were two children on the right side of the road,” said Capt. Antcliff. There was a girl, 14, in bare feet, in nightclothes and her brother was younger, 8 or 10, and he was in nightclothes too. Their house was three-quarters gone. They were obviously upset. They were dirty — cuts and bruises. I took those kids to the Air Force van we had parked across the street to get them away from the scene.”


“We kept hearing ‘somebody’s buried in that house, somebody’s buried in that house,’” said 1st Lt. Nobriga. “So we ran over with a couple of the neighborhood guys and there was a house completely demolished — it was flattened. Apparently there was a lady in there. We didn’t know where she was so we just ran over to the wreckage and started throwing pieces of wood and wall to get the house off of her. We were eventually able to dig her out.”

She survived.  

1st Lts. Powers and Sylvester carried the injured lady WOMAN—WE DON’T KNOW IF SHE WAS A LADY over to a neighbor’s van so they could take her to a hospital. Emergency vehicles had not yet arrived on scene. “None of the emergency vehicles could get into that area because there was so much debris,” said Lt. Nobriga.


The Vance pilots moved from house to house trying to help people.


Capt. Antcliff heard someone yell “she’s still in the house and she’s all bloody.”


“She was sitting in her recliner, slumped down, facing the front door,” he said. “The window was out, the roof was hanging over her, the right wall in the kitchen was gone. The roof was barely supported. You could smell gas and there were hot electrical wires around.”


All four men entered the house.  


“She had a two-inch cut across her forehead, her left leg was damaged,” said Capt. Antcliff. “We didn’t know the extent of her injuries.  She was very bloody. The back wall was sprayed with mud, blood and debris.”


The foursome teamed up, treated her for shock and cleaned her wounds. They removed the front door from the house to use as a stretcher and secured her on it with blankets and some soft rope. They helped carry her to a mini-mart down the road where a triage had been set up to treat the injured.  

She survived.


Before the night was over Capt. Antcliff, 1st Lt. Nobriga, 1st Lt. Powers and 1st Lt. Sylvester helped many people survive the Xenia tornado, and their efforts did not go unnoticed.

“We the city of Xenia are in awe of the great response we received from thousands of great Americans, especially the National Guard and the United States Air Force including these wonderful officers and many members of Wright Patterson AFB,” said Xenia’s Mayor John Saraga. “Please pass on my sincere gratitude for the sacrifices that our military gives freely to this great Nation each and every day. On behalf of the city of Xenia, words cannot adequately express our appreciation.”
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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:

This was a good story told well.  The word "detection" was missing after explosives and drugs (The competitions test dog and handler in explosives, drugs and attack work.).  I don't think the handlers and dogs have to build bombs or blow up anything.

Judge #2 Comments:

Decent article, but could have used some added info, not necessarily need-to-know, but nice-to-know. This would have really enhanced the piece. Things like: are the kennel masters civilians? What is a Belgian Malinois? Similar to a sheepdog. Train six hours a day; how many days a week? Why no quotes from Otto? What is the work-life expectancy of the dogs? Then what happens to them? I take it both men and dogs qualified for the Texas competition -- you never really say. Overall: pretty interesting article; I learned something.

Judge #3 Comments:

Wing dog-handler teams fetch MAJCOM awards

STORY HAS BASIC NEWS LEDE FOLLOWED BY IDENTIFICATION OF PRINCIPALS. STORY BEGS TO INCLUDE MATERIAL FROM OTTO AND GERO; AT LEAST NEED AN EXPLANATION WHY THEY WERE UNREACHABLE. STORY COULD HAVE BENEFITED BY HAVING HANDLERS EXPLAIN WHY SOME DOGS SNIFF BETTER, ETC. SORELY NEEDS DESCRIPTION OF DOGS—SIZE, COLOR, COMPARISON TO BETTER KNOW TYPES LIKE GERMAN SHEPHERD—EVEN IF THERE WAS A PICTURE. STORY COULD HAVE BEEN ENRICHED WITH MATERIAL ABOUT A HANDLER’S LIFE WITH THE DOGS.

Story and photos by Airman Brian Hill

21st Public Affairs

Two dog-handler teams from the 21st Security Forces Squadron earned first place in separate categories at the Central Florida/Air Force Space Command Canine Competition March 4-6 at Patrick Air Force Base, Fla. LOT OF TOO-DETAILED INFORMATION IN THE LEDE, SUCH AS WHERE AND WHEN IT HAPPENED.  FOR INSTANCE, COULD HAVE SAID RFECENTLY IN LEDE AND LATER IN STORY GIVE DETAILS MARCH 4-6. THAT WOULD HAVE LEFT ROOM FOR SOMETHING MORE INVITING FOR THE READER, SUCH AS DESCRIPTION OF THE KIND OF COMPETITION—OBSTACLE COURSE, EXPLOSIVE SNIFFING, ETC.

Senior Airman Jason Otto and his dog Gero placed first in tactical obedience WHAT IS TACTICAL OBEDIENCE—USING DOG HANDLER JARGON.  EXPLAIN IT IN A FEW WORDS IN ENGLISH AT FIRST USE and second in explosive detection.

Staff Sgt. Richard VanWinkle and his dog Mowgli placed first in explosive detection, third in tactical obedience and second overall.

Eighteen dog-handler teams from the command, as well as civilian teams from Florida police departments, competed for three slots, and the chance to represent the command at the Department of Defense competition April 14-15 at Lackland AFB, Texas.

"We never expected to go this far in the competition," VanWinkle said. "He 'SPUT DOG NAME HERE AT FIRST MENTION a new dog and I'm a new handler. I got here about a week before he (Mowgli) did nine months ago. It's worked out pretty good."

The competitions test dog and handler in explosives, drugs and attack work.

Four areas are covered: obstacle course (tactical obedience), high risk traffic stop with two or more suspects, a timed building search and explosives detection. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE DRUG WORK???

Judges are senior non-commissioned officers in the career field WHAT CAREER?? AIR FORCE OR DOG TRAINING  

The two dogs competing from the wing are three-year-old Belgian Malinois. DESCRIBE THE DOGS Their training has increased recently in preparation for Texas. THIS SENTENCE DOES NOT ADD MUCH

"I've been helping to train them before the space command competition," said Staff Sgt. Duane Stinson, 21st SFS. "They're given training about six hours a day."

Training the dogs at the duty station involves going over all areas covered in the competition. The obstacle courses at each base are very similar including hurdles, balance beams, high stairs and tunnels designed to make the dog comfortable WORD CHOICE—TRY FAMILIAR with tasks that can come up on the job.

One thing that can't be simulated at each base is the heat. Florida and Texas are very warm most of the year. Coming from Colorado can be quite a change.

"It can take a couple of days to get used to the temperature, but we adapt," said VanWinkle. "At first, the dogs do what I'd like to do - find a shady tree and lay underneath it."

Dog handlers' school is 10-12 weeks and dogs train with airmen THIS SEEMS TO BE AN “OF COURSE” SENTENCE UNLESS YOU MEAN THEY TRAIN WITH THE HANDLERS THEY WILL END UP WORKING WITH. The career field is open to retrainees only - senior airmen with a five-level in their second term, said Stinson.

"Just like an airman, if a dog is having trouble with the training, it can get washed back a couple weeks, too," VanWinkle said.

Dogs begin training when they're about 18 months old. They get a year's worth of training prior to arriving at their duty station. More advanced training is given at the duty station. For VanWinkle and Mowgli, low-crawling has been the latest challenge. Watching them crawl 15 feet under a netting is comical WORD CHOICE—COMEDY EFFECT IS NOT EXPLAINED AND IT SEEMS INCONGRUENT ON ITS FACE at first because the dog hasn't trained on this in a while. He gets it after only a few tries, though.

Last year, an Air Force team won in the detection portion UNCLEAR WHICH OF THE COMPETITIONS IS BEING TALKED ABOUT HERE, and VanWinkle has high hopes for the upcoming competition.

"We're going there fully expecting to win," said VanWinkle. "But if we don't win, it's a good learning experience."
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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:

There must be a better way to state these facts.  Find out how much lumber it takes to build a typical house there and then calculate how many "houses" were shipped.  There was a grammar problem with the article an (An USAID official, instead of a USAID…)  Story rings too much of technocrat stuff and not enough about humans.

Judge #2 Comments:

This was a tough story to write as hard news -- and still make it interesting for the layman. It would have been better as a feature with details on each phase. That said, as it is -- the story is decent. But, you could have used some in-country stats. You ending was good. You left out the When in the lead.

Judge #3 Comments:

AFCAP Used to Help Kosovars Survive Winter

A GOOD TALE OF MULTI-AGENCY SUPPORT, BUT IT GETS MIRED IN MIND-BOGGLING ACRONYMS. IT ALSO FAILS TO MENTION COST OF ANY OF THIS.

The Air Force Civil Engineer Support Agency, Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., used the Air Force Contract Augmentation Program PUTTING BUREAUCRATIC NAME OF PROGRAM IN LEDE CLUTTERS IT to procure lumber for Kosovo residents, protecting them from the area’s notoriously cold winter. 

Almost 30,000 tons of lumber was provided to Kosovars by the United States Agency for International Development. The lumber was used to repair roofs on concrete block homes burned out by Serbian forces during their campaign of ethnic cleansing against the Kosovars last year. 

USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance called on the Air Force to assist in mid-September. OFDA had arrangements with several nongovernmental humanitarian agencies to provide materials to Kosovar families, however, logistical problems and a rapidly approaching winter spelled a possible disaster. RUNON SENTENCE “We had to fill a gap that was not being met,” said Sheldon Schwartz, an USAID official. “We decided to look at options.” MEANINGLESS LAST SENTENCE—DELETE IT

“I would categorize OFDA’s phone call to us as very urgent,” said Joe Smith, Air Force AFCAPIS THIS THE SAME AS CIVIL ENGINEER AGENCY MENTIONED IN LEDE? program manager. Smith said OFDA was in a serious bind because it had an immediate need for 21,000 tons of quality lumber, cut to five different lengths, to be delivered into THE country within 30 days. 

The Air Force turned to AFCAP program manager Readiness Management Support, a subsidiary of Johnson Controls Inc. RMS arranged procurement, transportation and distribution of the lumber through various subcontractors.

“I kind of thought, going in, that we were setting them up for failure by having them deliver in that short of a time,” Smith said. “We thought nobody could possibly do that, but they did. It’s a feather in their cap, and for all the companies involved.” The lumber was produced by mills in Austria, Germany and the Czech Republic. From there it was shipped to Skopje, Macedonia, then moved by RMS to Pristina, Kosovo, where it was trucked to seven distribution centers throughout the country. The request, which was eventually expanded to 30,000 tons, was completed close to deadline with the last truckload delivered in December. “OFDA is just tickled,” Jim Mitchell, RMS logistics coordinator, said. “They had made commitments to help and we got it done.”

International humanitarian agencies distributed the more than 2.2 million pieces of lumber. OFDA estimates there will be enough lumber to help more than 10,000 Kosovar families.

“I haven’t been over there, but I’ve seen pictures of people with smiles on their faces, knowing they will have a roof over their heads,” Mitchell said. “It makes you feel good knowing that you had a hand in it.”

(Contributed by TSgt Michael Ward, HQ AFCESA Public Affairs)

