2001
AIR FORCE MEDIA CONTEST

FEEDBACK

Print 
E

Category:


CATEGORY:  E03 CIVILIAN ENTERPRISE NEWSPAPER (METRO 

AND TABLOID)


PRIMARY:  TSGT. TONYA KEEBAUGH

BASE:  MCCHORD AFB, WA.

COMMAND:  AMC

PRODUCT TITLE:  NORTHWEST AIRLIFTER

JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

From its writing to its design, this paper SPEAKS to its readers!  It should be available for every other Air Force editor to look at.  Not to say that the paper is perfect.  No paper is.  But it features a clean layout that guides readers through pages.  The new flag is much nicer and the typeface cleaner and easier to read than the old one. The layout may be a little stagnant, what with a large photo on the left and the index box down the right-hand column.  You might try switching the index box to a horizontal one across the top or bottom for variety.  The commander's column is good because it addresses local issues of retention.  The chief's column is excellent because it addresses something that concerns the enlisted people -- their dining facility.  And it does a great job of explaining why it was closed and when it will reopen and what improvements were made.  In the May issue, I think maybe half-column mug shots would be better with the Spouses' Club Scholarships story (P. 5).  And in sports, there was no ID on the photo of the McChord Bruisers soccer story.  How difficult is it to call the coach and say, "Who wears #1 on your team?"  In the Dec. issue, there were good local stories by Keebaugh.  But watch the grammar when you write "The 5th Air Support Operations Squadron's tearing up --  THEY--".  The squadron is singular.  Takes an "it" as the pronoun. I'd also ditch the football pics -- especially if your readers don't get to participate.  You might set the thing up in a grid with one person from the office and five or six "guest" pickers from around the base each week.  That would draw more readers in.  If readers generally want sports info, they're going to go to civilian newspapers, magazines and TV to get it.  I'd also ditch the movie review, though it appears to be written by a base mom and daughter -- a different approach.  I really liked the childcare story in the Dec. issue. Most of the stories contained meaningful quotes from participants -- not just the fluff or ratings comments quotes from the leaders.  That's good, and that SPEAKS to readers.
Judge #2 Comments:

The Northwest Airlifter is an excellent publication geared for all audiences in the McChord family. The variety of topics are more than sufficient, and you hit the current issues, as they apply to the Air Force -- computer virus, voting, etc. The story mechanics are pretty clean; however, there is some minor tweaking (maybe more attention to detail would be a better word) 
in the headlines and cutlines. The head on Page 23 of the May issue: the verb should be "to 
throw out." The shooting head on the same page -- "sharpshooter" is one word. Page 13--need to identify people in bottom pic. The overall writing is good; I especially enjoyed the feature on Page 11 of the December paper. Your Page 1 of Sec. B -- the lead implies more than just two games. Tearing through a schedule should include at least half a season. The artwork is excellent, although the "Purple Mountain" photo is pretty standard stuff. The design and page layout was above average. Suggest you use "Photo by.." Just the person's name under the photo might confuse the layman. I thought the "What's inside" on the right side was more distracting than it would have been had it been on the left, or at the bottom. In the December paper: Page 7--the bottom part of the graphic - 7-day weather forecast -- not really necessary. Pages 8-9-10 need bylines for the weather stories. They are too good not to recognize the author. Page 2B--too much space for a pro football picks section. Overall: a neat publication.
Judge #3 Comments:

Content in the Airlifter is superior.  If the separate section McChord Off Duty is a permanent fixture--it appeared in December 8 submission but not in the earlier May 12 edition--that is a real plus.  The special section on weather and related issues was the kind of very helpful offering that gives a paper its reputation--that is a keeper (despite the inappropriate and offbeat computer head type).  Other content showed that the paper is touching all the bases--a good sports section, the commander's column, useful information on what to do, etc.  There needs to be some attention paid to headlines--one talked about the Love Bug when it was really a virus--they are two different things.  There is a need to give more value to coordinating story and picture--the Rodeo 2000 feature on forklift competition had an unrelated picture with it.  The same kind of care should go to captions--avoid the inane, like a caption saying weather changes.  Long paragraphs were a drawback in the writing--there were a lot of them way too long.  That makes it hard on reader comprehension and retention.  When that happens in the first paragraphs, such as the Puyallup school visit, it results in a cluttered and uninviting doorway.  Some pictures reflected a very nice eye in photo editing--the purple mountains front pager and the eye-catching tag examination picture. But others, such as all three photos that went with the maintenance story were weak technically; with pity on the reader, it should have been reduced to one.  Likewise the flag football pictures were weak technically.  In design, the Page One briefs and reefers and the labeling of inside pages are a plus. The quote boxes are used well.  Illustrations are also used to enhance attractiveness.  But gimmicks can overwhelm, such as dropouts or silhouetting of pictures to the point they can't be read, like in the second flag football picture, and the basketball player picture on the same page, dropped out and then painted with blue shadow.

