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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:

This paper features easy-to-read headline typefaces and some pretty good stories for its airmen.  The action line is solid and I like the use of the courts-martial stories, because they serve as deterrents.  In the May issue, though, I would prefer to see the "Challenge" headline on Page 1 emphasize the two first-place awards rather than the sixth-place overall finish.

Judge #2 Comments: 

The Drop Zone is another paper that offers its readers plenty of Air Force and installation news; however, it is very weak in features. Features and/or photo features can be one of the major strengths of any weekly. Good use of a Commander's Line, but you lack a Letters to the Editor section. You can have a good one, if you promote it. A good job of getting names and faces in your pub; that's what sells papers. You generally write about the issues facing today's airman, and your stories are pretty well written -- very few grammar, sentence structure, spelling or punctuation mistakes. Your headlines are acceptable and, for the most part, the cutlines were effective. In your September paper, however, you have a weak verb in the cutline -- he is not "accepting" the award. Page 20-- you need to identify the others in the art. Your overall artwork is OK. I don’t think, however, the stand-alone photo on Page 7 is particularly strong. Conversely, the building shot on Page 8 is exceptional. I was glad to see a sidebar -- your Purple Heart story on Page 4 of the September paper. You used more color art than most military papers do. It just adds to much life to your pub. Overall: I enjoyed reading The Drop Zone. 

Judge #3 Comments: 

Front page design of The Drop Zone covers a lot of ground, with briefs, reefers, a picture two stories and a safety tip. Paper offers a cartoon, which few if any others do.    Content also covers a lot of ground, with commander's column, sports, lots of inside briefs, health tips and a summary of Article 15 and courts-martial actions, although these out to be fleshed out in the interest of discipline as well as reader interest. News judgment could be stronger--a 6th place finish made the front page but the Love Virus, which had such widespread effect, did not.  AEC competition made front page but childcare price increases, which affect a lot of readers, did not. Some pictures on the Challenge were good and deserved better editing and stronger play.  Writing was clean, readable if not imaginative.  The FAA control switch was a good straightaway job; in other cases, an anecdotal lead would make it more attractive.
