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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments: 

A wealth of information is hidden inside this publication.  Readers get virtually NO information from the front page, however.  It's like a giant index.  I think the design would be better served either by a single-theme front page, or a traditional news front page with one or perhaps two stories and "refer" boxes with pictures to inside pages. There was a great use of a bulleted list in the ADSC story.  It provides information at a glance.  I also liked the sports "column" that concentrated on local happenings.  I would have liked more family news here.  There was nothing really for spouse’s organizations or for those people who help others cope with life in Alaska.  The writing appears particularly solid and well thought out.
Judge #2 Comments: 

The Soudough Sentinel is a tightly wrapped piece of excellent writing, layout, page design and artwork. I am not particularly in love with the front page -- but it serves the purpose for what it is intended; strong graphics to draw the reader inside. In the May issue, you need to identify the three people in the two pics on the front page, plus add what they are doing. Maybe on Page 2 you can put the cutline, unless you do it the way you did in the October edition, use the same picture inside. Also in May: Page 3--identify the girl in the bottom pic. Page 4--more identification needed in the artwork. The only contemporary issues you covered in either issue was the ADSC story. The May issue needed the Commander's Action Line and Letters to the Editor -- both of which you had in October. Good! Overall: you need more names, faces and award stories and photos. In your October issue, the doubletruck layout on the Railroad was just super. Your dominant photo accomplished everything a large photo is supposed to accomplish. Your leads, for the most part, were good. However, on Page 5 (May) "fully engaged in competition" was very weak wording. You also could have used some more quotes in most of your stories. Photos and graphics were very strong. As far as design goes, you should put "Photo by" with your credit line. Laymen might become confused why that agate name is stuck under a photo. You should use more space for sports. In a place like Alaska, sports participation is often an important part of your readers' lives. Recognize them. Overall: sharp publication.

Judge #3 Comments:

The Sentinel screams at you, with a tabloid style use of color pictures, heads often in their own color overlaid, or at the least color graphic headlines.  It seems out of synch with the kind of stories that are inside--stories about training, training competition, a commander's column, help missions, etc.  But it does attract attention and tempt people to pick up the paper.  With this approach come a superb eye for good picture editing--selection and cropping.  The model railroad offering reflects this--strong play, good pictures by Nate Heir, a good mix, a good layout.  Likewise the Galena spread of pictures by Craig Clapper. Sports picture play and choice are good, too.   Heir's writing also adds an unusual sparkle to the papers; his story on the model train club was inviting, interesting, imaginative--and tight.  Few readers could resist that combination.  The paper has sparse non-base news and it lacks any offerings about movies, restaurants, travel spots nearby or family and singles entertainment close to the base.  That would be good for the young airmen and their families. It also could use some more hard news, like Article 15 and courts-martial pieces that would be good for discipline and have high reader interest. For these improvements it will need more news hole. Maybe the lesson here is: An Air Force paper does not have to be dull while carrying out its mission.
