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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:
A nice publication with lots of good internal information in it.  The body type is difficult to read, though.  Switching to something such as Bookman would be easier on the eyes.  In the May issue, the P. 1 story is separated from its headline by the photo.  Run the photo on top to fix this.  There's also a grammar error in this story.  Writing about the C5 trip, you say, THEY.  A C5 is singular.  The proper pronoun is it.
Judge #2 Comments:
Good publication. The feature writing is especially strong. Cover photos, also standard, are still effective. The artwork is acceptable, albeit a bit small in some shots. You could use an identification in the doubletruck on the youngster photo and the shot with the kid and old man. There is a widow on Page 4, 2nd col. Of the May issue. Overall: extremely well done.
Judge #3 Comments:
The Patriot obviously places a lot of emphasis on writing.  Virtually all of the leads on its stories reflected that effort--getting the reader into the story with a clever lead, a narrative lead, an anecdotal lead, but always an interesting lead.  Nor does the writing fall apart after that--clarity, active verbs and tight writing, with a minimum of self-serving or cheerleading quotes, mark these stories.  Coordination of pictures and stories is a detail that has to be watched; a cover story on the airlift was topped with a dramatic (if technically deficient) picture of a whale swallowing a fish.  But the first mention of helicopters being transported came in the story's last paragraphs and it did not mention the ones being brought to Mildenhall, the one in the picture.  The Airshow doubletruck included repetitive pictures.  Overall content is appealing, but it lacks helpful news, such as activities lists, or other news to use.
