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JUDGES FEEDBACK
Judge #1 Comments:
There certainly is a lot of content to this newspaper. Virtually every area of the country is covered.  Unfortunately, the crash stories all seem to read the same.  And almost all the pictures were the same -- the typical grip-'n-grin shots, or the gaggle-of-people shots.  All the pics seemed to be a bit small, too. The exposure for the "Cadet Vogt" picture was horribly off, and the picture was also poorly cropped, as were many others in the paper.  And why does the paper use three distinct typefaces for headlines over its stories?  On the first page of one issue there was a light orange headline set into a light blue sky -- VERY difficult for readers to pick out.  The "roundup" story, which stretches for pages each issue, is also set in sans-serif type, which is extremely difficult to read in long blocks.  In one of the two issues, there was a reference on the outside to a story on Page 4 about better relations with the Air Force.  The story turned out to be on Page 2.  The New Mexico Aircrew Rescue story had only two quotes in it and neither one were about how the rescue occurred.  INTERVIEW the rescuers and have THEM tell the story in their own words.


Judge #2 Comments:

A compilation of stories, statistics, photos, etc. from a lot of people from a huge geographic area probably is one of the hardest things to put together to make a readable publication. However, there has to be a better way. Make sure your front-page teaser page numbers reflect the actual location of the story, I.e. the CAP National Board moves toward stronger AF. Was supposed to be on Page 4 -- it was on Page 2. Nearly all your stories need bylines and your photos need cutlines with Ids and credit lines. You have no problems using a lot of names; that's what your paper is all about. Some of your photos need stronger cropping, better composition, better exposure and more detail (the Vogt art was very weak). Your use of charts and grafts was better than average. When you say "Courtesy of" beside your photo say courtesy of who/what. Use proper picture identification and explain the action -- the young cadet -- is he trying on an oxygen mask? Overall: a tough task to make the publication more readable. Maybe better compartmentalization might do the trick.

Judge #3 Comments:

A relatively clean appearance.  Headline/reefers on front page, however, are repetitious.  Fixed front-page format results in secondary picture being size of a postage stamp, no matter what the content.  Should avoid reverse type in captions and text copy.  Most of pictures are dull shots of groups of people staring at camera. Should be more opportunities for crash pictures, or equipment use pictures. Gray screens behind type inside are too dark, should be reduced in density for readability of type.  Virtually no graphics.  Use of headline faces--serif and sans serif--seems inconsistent.  Appears to be a policy of not using names of rescued -- if it is because of concern over privacy, there appear to be no legal reasons not use them; they are in public interest and appear in newspapers all the time.  Need to encourage more details of the rescue situation which makes the stories readable.  One story did not even say whether person in crashed plane survived.
