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JUDGES FEEDBACK

Judge #1 Comments:
The stories were varied throughout these two issues.The typeface change from a light serif face in May to a slightly bolder sans-serif in June is welcomed.  The design is always modular and pleasing to the eye.  There are stories from USAFE level and DOD level.  But what I truly miss is that ground-level, get-in-the-mud stories.  Many of the stories here simply looked too "clean."  I want some flightline stuff.  I want some stories of the units that are IN Kosovo.  And pictures of them, too.  The front page pictures were both the same -- men looking down at their work.  It's a yawner.  In the June issue, you run a BIG travel story on Trier, yet there isn't a photo with it.  If you can run a giveaway photo of the commercial park site, then you should be able to run one on Trier, Germany's oldest city, to show your people what they can find there.  The sports coverage is OK as it goes, but I can't believe there aren't more than three stories to cover in a week's time.  And I found it ironic that you should have a photo lead-in that says "Get fit" and then show two people sitting and another standing over them.  I think there is a lot more "News People Can Use" that could've been published -- things like the school lunch menu, meetings of support groups in the area, etc.

Judge #2 Comments:

Easy-to-read newspaper. The layout was fairly crisp and appealing. The stories were all about the local military community or -- if they were about the local community -- they had the military tie. Both papers offered a Letters to the Editor column, and the June issue had a Direct Line column, although it could have been longer than just one issue. Names, ranks were covered decently. You need to work on the copy, especially copy editing for grammar, punctuation, spelling and stylebook. The quotes, although a bit too few in some stories, were, for the most part, pertinent. Do not use contractions (can't) in hard news stories, unless they are part of a quote. Who was MG Jack Thomas? Aren't the News Briefs and Community Mailbox basically the same thing? The WWII photo needs better photo credit than just "Courtesy photo." Put Oscar Wilde quote in quotation marks. Aren't all teenage girls young? What is a scoring streak in softball? You mean hitting? In th softball box score, why some last names only? It is Iwo Jima, not Iwo Gima. Overall: a better-than-average newspaper -- one that should have strong readership.


Judge #3 Comments:

This paper has focus and a big commitment to helping its audience with lists of things to do, things going on around the community, classified ads (a real reader service), a front page nudge of the best TV show, and movie listings.  Its pictures and picture use are medicore--it needs to work on imaginative approaches to its pictures.  The front page briefs are reader friendly.  Almost no use of graphics, though, even whern it would help a lot, like on the USAFE survey story. Writing is irregular. Ledes can be cluttered, as on the intelligence officer award story, or can run on without basic information, such as the one (actually two) on Extreme Summer which never made clear how the kids could earn points. But the feature on the family tradition of the Hardin family had a good lede and good content (although a little long).
