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Judge #1 Comments:

Generally a pretty good publication.  It concentrates on local news and issues, yet has some editorial content from the Air Force chief of staff and the Secretary of Defense.  There is plenty of "news people can use" in this paper -- such as movie schedules, chapel schedules, etc.  It would also be helpful if you published the school lunch menu for the following week.  There are plenty of people named in the newspaper. Awards/competitions are published in the "Misawa salutes" column, which is the perfect way to recognize routine accomplishments.  Sports coverage is pretty good, with a story that tries to cover the intramural sports, and standings from many sports. The paper's design style is modular and pretty pleasing.  I'd rather see a bolder typeface used for headlines, and larger photos used throughout the publication.

Judge #2 Comments:

The Northern Light is very read to read. The design is consistent and, for the most part, the headlines, photos and cutlines are adequate and pertinent. Writers need to watch their grammar. An individual is singular. The word "they" is plural. The Smile, Misawa!, Misawa Salutes and Warrior of the Week are excellent ways to get a variety of names in the paper. Well done! The voting picture needs to be turned right side up. You need to ID the people in your cutlines (EMT Rodeo). The two people who were sekcted for OTS should have a thumbnail of them with the story. The PCS story could have used a checklist for things to do for a PCS move, as a cutout. The size of the art on Page 8 (swimming and tug-o-war) should have been reversed in size. Overall: definitely a people oriented paper. Make sure you give all stories bylines and all photos credit lines. The overall paper is airy, with an ample amount of effective white space. Good paper.
Judge #3 Comments:
Attractive paper with better than average photography.  In a couple of instances--volleyball coverage and earthquake exercise--a good picture was hurt by use of a secondary picture that could have been eliminated to make the first picture larger.  Commander's presence in both entries is good.   Use of reefer and fact boxes at top of front page is well done--good mix and the right proportion or emphasis.  Writing often lacks specifics--caption with one picture of two persons in a rescue exercise did not identify the principals; story on a house fire did not identify or have reaction from residents (this can;'t be fopr protection of privacy, since everyone living around them and all of their friends know about it); front page picture of car crash did not ID the driver.  Lots of names in the paper, including the imaginative p. 3 reader ID box, helps make paper relevant to readers.
