FTAC graduates hit 1,000

Airmen receive indoctrination at base center

A1C Ryan Hansen

Observer


Barksdale’s First Term Airmen’s Center hit a milestone Monday with its 1,000th graduate.


A1C René Rodriquez, 2d Operations Support Squadron, took the honors and said his FTAC experience better acquainted him with the base.


“I would have been lost without FTAC,” said Rodriquez. “It gave me a chance to settle in and get all of the smaller stuff done before I started working.”


All airmen who arrive here as their first duty station attend FTAC. The 30-day program, which started at Barksdale April 1, 1998, typically graduates 30 to 40 airmen each week.


“All airmen who come to Barksdale out of [technical] school come to us for four weeks,” said MSgt. Debbie Rich, superintendent of the Barksdale Enlisted Mentoring Center. “We take care of their initial in-processing and training and help them get started on the right foot.”


Students learn about the benefits of Air Force life and about different programs offered at Barksdale and the Shreveport-Bossier City area. Upon graduation, airmen will have received a total of 40 briefings from a variety of base and civic leaders.


“I got to meet [CMSgt. William Higgins] and [Brig. Gen. Will Fraser],” said Rodriquez. “If I didn’t go through FTAC, I probably wouldn’t have ever met them.”


FTAC averages 80 to 90 airmen in the program at a time, Rich said. She supervises the class along with two NCO’s who serve a 90-day term.


“FTAC is a great starting place for airmen,” said SSgt. David Underwood, FTAC team leader. “They get acquainted with the base and are ready to go to work when they get to their squadrons.”


Besides briefings, FTAC members handle a variety of base details that were formerly done on a rotating basis by different squadrons. They also participate in weekly base trash walks, setup the Avenue of Flags and clean and maintain dormitories.


Briefings and details are not the only benefits of FTAC. Students get the chance to meet other new airmen they might not have ever met otherwise.


“They like meeting airmen from all over the base,” said Rich. “It’s something that they wouldn’t have done if they went straight to their squadron. They spend 30 days together and build up a bond and start networking.”


With its many benefits, FTAC is now mandatory on all Air Force bases for first-term airmen, said Rich.


“I hear feedback from airmen who did not go through FTAC,” said Rich, “and they wish that it was available when they [started out].”


“It got me familiar with the base and how the Air Force works,” said Rodriquez.


“It’s a good program,” he added.

Air Force installs CALCMs at Guam

Team Barksdale helps put missiles at Andersen AFB

A1C Ryan Hansen

Observer


Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, recently became the first installation outside the continuous states to store conventional air-launch cruise missiles thanks to help from Barksdale.


Barksdale weapons loaders, maintenance specialists, crew chiefs and four aircrews worked with people from Minot Air Force, N.D., and Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash., to move the CALCMs to Andersen AFB.


“This was quite a team effort,” said Col. Mike Reese, 2d Operations Group deputy commander, who helped with the move. “Many people committed to making this happen.”


Placing CALCMs at Andersen AFB makes them immediately accessible for Barksdale and Minot AFB B-52 crews that may forward deploy to Guam during contingencies.


“During a contingency, a bomber could fly from the continental United States, fly its combat mission, launch the cruise missile and then proceed to Andersen to reload,” said Maj. Gen. Thomas Waskow, Pacific Air Forces director of air and space operations. “The aircraft could then fly another mission, providing quick re-strike capabilities.”


“Rather than having to reload at Barksdale, we can now recover into Andersen and get the same weapons capabilities,” said Reese. “We can turn our jets much quicker and be more responsive.”


Along with being more accessible, the storage of CALCMs at Andersen AFB should help with wear and tear on the aircrew and aircraft.


“This improves our timing,” said Reese. “Because of that, it is much less fatiguing, not only on our crews because they don’t have to fly nearly as many hours, but it is certainly less fatiguing on the aircraft.”


Members of Andersen AFB’s munitions flight are responsible for the missiles until they are called for use.


“If the missiles are ever called into play, Minot and Barksdale would be the [bases] that would dispatch load crews and personnel to load and do whatever was needed,” said MSgt. Rick Sutton, Air Combat Command conventional air-launch cruise missile manager.


“Andersen’s job will be to do periodic inspections and operational checks of the missiles with electronic tests,” said Capt. Steve Smith, 36th Maintenance Squadron supervisor. “They will ensure the missiles are in mission-capable status.”


The 3,000-pound class CALCMs are capable of flying approximately 600 miles to strike targets while keeping the B-52 and crew out of harms way.


“It took an effort among four bases to make this work,” said Reese. “It was a great demonstration of teamwork that made it successful.”

Network center keeps base connected

More than 30 people work behind the scenes to make Barksdale run smoothly

A1C Ryan Hansen

Observer


When firing up the computer at work in the morning, most just sit and wait for their e-mail to supernaturally appear on the screen. Rarely is there any thought given to who is behind this wizardry.


“The base population thinks this stuff just keeps going [because] its magical,” said TSgt. Bob Quimby, 2d Communications Squadron assistant NCO in charge of the network messaging center. “But this high-tech stuff takes a lot of work to keep going.”


So it goes for Barksdale’s network messaging center – hard work with little or no thanks or praise. More than 30 people work behind the scenes to make sure that base workers can continue to check valued e-mail and surf the web.


“We’re here to serve the base,” said MSgt. Ron Maurer, NCO in charge of the network messaging center. “We receive [e-mail] traffic 24 hours a day from all over the world, and it’s our job to pick up those messages and get them out to our customers.”


Members of the network messaging center manage 13 different unclassified mail servers to get the job done. But it’s not as easy as dropping a letter into a mailbox. With millions of viruses around the world just waiting to enter the system, each e-mail must go through a series of mazes before it reaches its final destination.


“The mail flows through our firewall or proxy, then it is checked up-front for any suspicious viruses or anything of that nature through an anti-virus program,” said MSgt. Anthony Stover, NCO in charge of network engineering and circuit actions. “Then it’s disseminated to the server that person belongs to.”


“We have to insure that no one is out there trying to maliciously or unintentionally harm the network,” said Maurer. “And we probably catch 99% of the viruses before they get through.”


Unfortunately, one of those times when a virus did get through was in May when the “I Love You” virus hit Barksdale and millions of other computers around the world. The network messaging center was forced to shut down the base’s servers for more than 72 hours, stopping any incoming and outgoing e-mail.


“When we get attacked by a virus, it’s not a pretty thing,” said Maurer. “When it gets to that level, we feel some heat.”


So when the network messaging center finally does get noticed, it is because someone can’t check their e-mail to see if the 11:30 a.m. working lunch is still on.


“People just want to know what’s going on, how long it will take to correct and when the service will be back up,” added Stover.


That brings in another part of the network messaging center, the network help desk. These folks take calls and alert others of any problems on the base.


“We assist system administrators and work group managers who have problems with their user’s computer,” said A1C John Riester, 2d CS network help desk. “We make sure things go smoothly and problems are solved in a quick amount of time.”


Like any business dealing with high-tech computer equipment, the network messaging center is constantly updating its technology and the way it deals with its customers.


“This is a very dynamic and constantly changing career field,” said SrA. Jess Davis, 2d CS infrastructure technician. “We continually have to learn something new.”


One new tool the network messaging center has at its fingertips is the assistance management server that allows its staff to troubleshoot or configure any computer desktop connected to the network on base.


“So if you call me up and say, ‘Hey, I’m having a problem with my machine,’” said Maurer. “I can log in and take complete control of your computer and fix whatever the problem is.”


So even though most of the network messaging  center’s work goes unnoticed and unappreciated, they play a very important role in Barksdale’s everyday workload.


“We treat the network as a war-fighting tool,” said Maurer. “It’s a mission-essential tool, and we’re here to make sure it’s working correctly.”

2d SUPS over-30 dynasty continues with fourth championship in a row

A1C Ryan Hansen

Observer


The 2d Supply Squadron won their fourth over-30 basketball championship in a row March 9 with a 63-48 victory over 2d Operations Support Squadron in the sports and fitness center.


However, the title did not come without a fight from 2d OSS. After losing in the winner’s bracket final to 2d SUPS, 2d OSS battled back through the loser’s bracket and won the first matchup of the night 46-44 to force the playoff rematch.


“You’ve got to hand it to 2d OSS,” said Tim Talbot, 2d SUPS head coach. “They never quit and kept pushing us.”


Early on in the first game it looked like 2d SUPS would only need one game to win the title. Trailing 2-6 with only 1:18 off the clock, they used a 16-point run to put 2d OSS in a hole.


Following a timeout, Albert Hampton broke the scoring slump for 2d OSS, hitting two free throws to slow the onslaught.


After trading baskets, 2d OSS put on a small rally to pull within five at 21-16, once again making a game of it.


The teams continued to battle back and forth at both ends, and at halftime 2d SUPS led 27-23.


After the break, 2d OSS came out with a sense of urgency. They scored four straight points and tied the game at 27-27.


“We’ve been a second half team all year,” said Chris Gugeler, 2d OSS head coach. “So we knew we would respond.”


After exchanging baskets, the game took a dramatic turn when 2d SUPS’ Al Villarreal was called for his fourth foul and was forced to go to the bench with only two minutes elapsed in the second half.


“That definitely hurt us,” said Talbot. “He’s our go-to guy.”


With Villarreal on the bench, 2d SUPS lost their main outside threat, and the game went scoreless for the next seven minutes.


Finally, Michael Quinn broke the scoring drought with 11:52 remaining as he hit one of two free throws to break the tie for 2d SUPS 30-29.


The game was nip and tuck the rest of the way. Villarreal re-entered the game with 6:51 remaining and the score tied at 34, but he didn’t have much of an effect.


“It’s tough,” said Villarreal. “You want to be aggressive in the championship, but sometimes it catches up to you.”


With 43 seconds remaining, 2d OSS took their first lead 42-40 on Kenny Carswell’s three-pointer and never looked back.


2d SUPS closed to within one point on two occasions but could not regain the lead.


“We really pulled it together in the second half,” said Gugeler. “We grabbed rebounds and took care of the ball.”


After winning the first matchup, the title was now up for grabs.


“Our goal was just to force the second game,” said Carswell, the game’s leading scorer with 17 points. “After that anything was possible.”


If 2d OSS had the momentum heading into the second game, 2d SUPS came out and grabbed it.


Using their bench, 2d SUPS ran 2d OSS up and down the court and took leads of 8-2, 15-4 and 22-10 in the first half.


“I think we had the momentum,” said Gugeler. “But we just got too tired.”


At halftime 2d SUPS led 32-18 and were prepared for a 2d OSS second half comeback attempt.


Following the break, Dan Kosin hit a three-pointer to get 2d OSS started.


They continued to chip away at the lead and with 8:10 remaining in the game, Larry Wallace hit a jumper to close the gap to six at 47-41.


But that was as close as they would come. SUPS called a timeout and decided to work the ball inside to Quinn.


“We have a good outside game,” said Quinn. “So that really opens it up for me down low.”


He responded by scoring six straight points for 2d SUPS, extending their lead to 53-41.


“We played well,” said Carswell. “But we got into foul trouble, and that makes it tough.”


Running out of gas and out of time, 2d OSS cut the lead to 10 on Omega Edwards’ shot with 4:45 remaining.


But with the solid inside game going, Villareal kick-started 2d SUPS’ outside game with a three-pointer to extend their lead to 56-43.


“As one of the veterans on the team, I’ve got to pick my spots,” said Villareal. “And the shot went down.”


Following a missed shot by 2d OSS, 2d SUPS rebounded the ball and started to run precious time off of the clock.


With 1:26 remaining, 2d OSS were forced to foul and Marion Walthour responded by hitting two free throws, upping their lead to 58-43.


Hampton hit a three pointer at the other end, and after two missed free throws by 2d SUPS, Carswell cut the lead to 10 points once again at 58-48.


But Mo Gathright responded by nailing two free throws for 2d SUPS, putting them up 60-48 and icing the game.


“We just had too many weapons,” said Talbot. “Our bench and role players did a great job.”


The national league champion 2d OSS finished the season at 11-2. They were lead by Carswell with 12 points, Edwards with 10 and Doug Postell added 6.


The 2d SUPS were led in the title game by Quinn with 17, Villarreal with 16 and Scott Allen contributed 6. They finished the year 10-2.

2d MUNS/8th AF defeats 2d MG 2-1

A1C Ryan Hansen

Observer


A late goal lifted the combined teams of 2d Munitions Squadron and Eighth Air Force over the 2d Medical Group 2-1 in intramural soccer Monday at the Barksdale soccer field.


Tony Mallett, 2d MUNS/8th AF, nailed a header in the 34th minute off a corner kick from teammate Jason Decker, to break a 1-1 tie and give the team its first lead of the game.


“It was a perfect corner kick,” said Mallet. “It was the kind that you can just stick your head out and put it in the back of the net.”


“That’s what happens when you get lazy on a corner kick,” said Lance Harris, 2d MG head coach. “They put it in the net.”


The goal came just minutes after Nathan McDonald, 2d MG, received a red card for rough play and was sent off, putting 2d MG a man down.


“Once we lost him, it was a patchwork job on defense,” said Harris.


“Although [the red card] gave us an advantage, it didn’t make a difference,” said Richard Iwezulu, 2d MUNS/8th AF head coach. “We always felt like we should win the game.”


However, in the first half it was 2d MG who applied constant offensive pressure with five shots on goal while 2d MUNS/8th AF created only one scoring opportunity.


Following a throw-in, 2d MG took the first lead of the game in the 18th minute thanks to an own goal by Joe Howell, 2d MUNS/8th AF.


“They looked stronger in the first half, but we substituted almost our whole midfield,” said Iwezulu. “So while their team was already warmed up, our players were still getting their first touch.


“We just had to settle down,” he added.


By the start of the second half, it looked like 2d MUNS/8th AF had settled down. They dominated the time of possession and in the 29th minute, Aaron Suhy buried the equalizer in the back of the net, tying up the game at 1-1.


“That really boosted our confidence,” said Iwezulu.


Minutes later, Decker almost put 2d MUNS/8th AF in the lead, narrowly missing a free-kick opportunity from just outside the penalty area.


Following the red card by McDonald in the 32nd minute, Iwezulu wondered if his team would get the opportunity to score the winner.


“My fear was that they would pull all of their players back on defense and play for the draw,” said Iwezulu. “But we kept up the pressure.”


Just two minutes later, Mallett hammered the game winner home.


“I was feeling sluggish up until that point,” said Mallett. “So that really raised my game.”


With the win, 2d MUNS/8th AF improved to 2-1-1 on the season and now believe they are one of the top teams in the league.


“With this win, no one can call us an underdog anymore,” Iwezulu. “We are one of the best.”


The loss dropped 2d MG to 2-1-3, but their hopes of a playoff berth are not diminished.


“Hopefully we can win the next two games and make playoffs,” said Harris. “We played well considering what we had.”

