30th SFS's 'model' patrolman

By Master Sgt. Ty Foster

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

He sits alone in his '94 Ford Taurus, baking in the hot sun.  There is no relief; he's on duty 24/7, 365 days a year.  No complaints though, his lips are sealed.

He quietly waits for the next vehicle to come his way.  A driver approaches, spotting the patrol car, and brakes his speeding vehicle to avoid being pursued and ticketed.

It's all in a day's work for Senior Airman Timothy E. Deterrent, formerly known as Traffic Enforcement Deterrent.  He's also known as "TED."

"He was recruited by Master Sgt. Don French, now retired, about 18 months ago," said Tech. Sgt. Robert Vickers, 30th Security Forces Squadron NCOIC of police services.

TED's clean-cut, boy-next-door appearance served him well in his previous career.  "He was a top male apparel fashion model for AAFES," he said.

According to Vickers, French must have seen something else in TED's cool, brown-eyed stare, so he recruited TED as an installation patrolman and force multiplier. 

"This gave the general populace the impression that the base's security forces were in more places than they actually were," Vickers said.

At one time or another everyone who lives, works or visits Vandenberg will see TED, but very few will take the time to really get to know him, Vickers said.  "He's kinda quiet and pretty much keeps to himself."

Sitting in his patrol car with that far-away look in his eyes, people might think that TED's really not "all there."  They'd be right.

"He doesn't have any legs.  He's only there from the waist up," Vickers said.

Assuring the safety of Vandenberg's roads may seem like mundane work, but TED doesn't bat an eye.

In fact, Vickers said, his stoical posture has led passers-by to call the law enforcement desk.

"There have been several complaints about TED sleeping on the job," Vickers said.  "People have called in asking, 'What's his problem, he never waves,' or, 'He looks pretty dumb.'"

Vickers' responses of, "Well, he is a dummy" have been met with incredulity.  This prompts a seemingly obvious clarification of, "No, he's a mannequin."

TED's had his bad days just like everyone else.

"One day, TED was parked on 13th Street, near the Solvang Gate, when someone ran into his vehicle," Vickers recalled.  "It was a hit and run accident.

"TED didn't report it though, which lends credence to the claim that he's been sleeping on post."

Fortunately, TED wasn't injured in the accident, but he felt a little stiff, Vickers added.

While TED has been featured on the speedtrap.com web site, he probably won't receive the attention other 30th SFS law enforcement members will, but people do notice TED and they do care, said Vickers.

"People have brought him coffee and food," he said.  "There was a concerned lady from Lompoc who brought him a box of donuts."

Vickers himself has bestowed gifts upon TED.

"I issued him a pair of sunglasses to enhance his appearance," he said.

TED has received some unwanted attention as well.

The California Highway Patrol discovered TED's patrol car parked on U.S. Highway One and called security forces, Vickers said.

Recalling the good-humored situation, he said "The CHP issued TED a citation and threatened to impound his 'abandoned' vehicle.  "TED 'tore up' the citation."

Traffic accidents, traffic citations, and yes, TED has been absent without leave.  "Prior to the ORI we were moving things around," Vickers said.  "TED was nowhere to be found.  A month later he was found in a trunk at transportation," Vickers said.  Poor TED.

Whether or not TED is a "real" cop isn't really the point.

He has an effect, a positive one, on traffic safety by exploiting people's knee-jerk reaction to slow down when they see a police car, Vickers added.

"People tend to slow down when they see a police car that doesn't have a car pulled over," he said.  "I see brake lights every time."

And while TED may not compare with his flesh-and-blood counterparts, Vickers said TED performs his assigned tasks flawlessly, a quality to model.

Special Olympics 2000

Team Vandenberg provides 'Service Before Self'

By Master Sgt. Tyler Foster

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

Team Vandenberg, you did it again!  After what seemed to be a month of non-stop high-intensity operations, you found the grace to dig a little deeper, to give to a special group of people who really needed, and received, your help.

Saturday, more than 500 of you joined hands with organizations from throughout the area to make the Annual Special Olympics Harry Wood Area Games for northern Santa Barbara County a spectacular event.

You were out there on that chilly, gray morning full of cheer and good will.  I'd swear that your spirits mixed with those of the athletes and burned the clouds away to reveal a jewel of a day.

There are probably many good reasons that our leaders picked "Service before self" as one of our core values.  One of those reasons must have been staring them right in the face whenever they looked at their airmen, NCOs and officers.

It's our people.

People like Staff Sgt. Scottie Cantrell, who spent the day pushing his wheelchair-bound buddy, Fred Retzlaff, to and from the bowling center.

Volunteering for his third time with Special Olympics here, he captured the essence of Vandenberg's spirit that day remarking, "It's a great way to give back."

You give not because it's written in some directive, or because you're told to do it.  You give because it feels good-it re-energizes you.

People like Capt. James Joyce, who has been involved with Special Olympics since he was a kid at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.  This year Joyce stepped up to the plate and took a swing as the base chairman for the games.  

Joyce and his team of coordinators hit one right out of the park.  They shared their "can do-will do" attitude with everyone, making this year's event the standard here in years to come.  

Jim Davis, the track and field events coordinator, hailed Saturday's games as the most organized event in the 12 years he's been involved with the games at Vandenberg.


People like Airman 1st Class Khamsone Manisisaket and Airman Dan Zink, who volunteered for extra duty as bus drivers.  These first-time volunteers hauled two busloads of very excited Special Olympians from Santa Maria.

They stayed the whole day, enjoyed the activities and reveled in the athletes' spirit and camaraderie.

Another first-time Special Olympics volunteer, 1st Lt. John DeVincenzo, joined hundreds of others who noticed how encouraging everyone was to the athletes and volunteers. 

Our vice commander, Col. Charles Phillips encapsulated the atmosphere with a simple statement, "If there's a first place in Special Olympics for energy and enthusiasm, everyone here walks away a winner."

The folks on the field weren't the only ones with the winning moves either.

Vandenberg's Company Grade Officer Council, Top Three Association and Air Force Sergeants' Association ponied up nearly $400 to bring another Special Olympian here all the way from Iowa.

Why?  Because it was the right thing to do-it felt good.

This 25-year-old Special Olympics World Games gold medalist is part of Team Vandenberg's family.  Corey Leonhard is the brother of the 30th Space Wing's Staff Sgt. Andy Leonhard.

Andy missed Corey's winning 200- and 400-meter races at the games last year in Raleigh, N.C., but Corey was thinking about his big brother as his chest broke the ribbon.

Corey was both surprised and honored to be invited as a distinguished guest.  Andy was, and still is, genuinely touched by Team Vandenberg's generosity.  Before Corey left to go back to Iowa, he shared a special thought.  I'm sure all of the participants in this year's games would echo that thought to you, Team Vandenberg.

"I would like to tell you thank you very much for being invited to be your guest.  It was an honor."

The honor was all ours.

Team Vandenberg braves fire storm

By Master Sgt. Ty Foster

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

Smoke darkened the skies over Vandenberg as emergency crews responded to a wildland brush fire southeast of the base's East Housing area at about 2:20 p.m. Wednesday.

Nine hundred civilian and military joined forces under the unified command of the California Department of Forestry and fire Protection's Incident Command Team 12, the Santa Barbara County Fire Department, and the 30th Space Wing to battle the Harris and Peacekeeper  fires through the night.

By noon Thursday, the blaze had charred more than 11,000 acres as it raged through the tinder-dry hills north of Vandenberg Village.  Officials estimated the wind-driven fire to be about 40 percent contained by 7 a.m. Thursday.

"This is definitely a unified, team effort by Air Force, state and local agencies," said Col. Duane Lamb, 30th Support Group commander and on-scene commander for the base's disaster control group.

In addition to firefighters from across the state, more than 50 fire engines, seven bulldozers, four water tenders, three helicopters, six fixed wing aircraft and 18 ground crews deployed to fight the 150-foot tall flames as it spread eight mile long by one mile wide path.

There are also about 100 people assigned to Vandenberg providing meals, shelter and power to the crews working to contain the blaze.

Remaining focused on safety of base residents, wing leadership carefully considered an East Housing evacuation plan, said Lt. Col. Paul Wuebold, disaster control group on-scene commander.

Driven by southeasterly winds, the fire jumped U.S. Highway 1 about a half mile east of San Antonio Road East reducing visibility to zero, said Lt. Col. Michael Prucey, 30th Security Forces Squadron commander.

This led officials to close Highway 1 between Vandenberg's main gate and the junction at State Highway 135, he added.  The closure led to a hectic traffic situation at the main gate with 30th SFS members augmenting California Highway Patrol and Santa Barbara County Sheriffs to control the traffic snarl.

Meanwhile, some residents of Casmalia evacuated while firefighters lit backfires to destroy the dry brush surrounding the community.  The backfires successfully abated the fire approach to the town.

A second fire sparked west of El Rancho Road at about 4 p.m. 

The Peacekeeper Fire blazed northward from San Antonio Creek threatening several buildings.  "Hueys" from the 76th Helicopter Flight dumped water around the buildings while ground crews battled the blaze.  Firefighting efforts successfully contained the 200-acre fire, preventing damage and destruction to the mission-essential facilities, said Tim Johnston, base fire inspector.

Officials estimate the Harris Grade Fire may take as many as four to five days to control.

The cause of both fires is under investigation.

Six brothers left their family's Wisconsin farm.  Together, they've served their country for more than 100 years and they're not done yet.

The Shipmans: A century of USAF service

By Master Sgt. Ty Foster

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

After 20 years of moving his family around the world, Clyde Shipman retired from the Air Force.  He hung up his master sergeant stripes and took his family back to New Auburn, Wisc., to work the family farm.  He was returning to his roots to carry on the legacy of his father and grandfather before him.  He and his wife, Marian, had a dream; they wanted to work the land with their six sons. They'd raise pigs and milk cows.  They'd plant their fields and harvest bountiful crops.

What they didn't know, what they couldn't have known, was that their boys had already planted their roots.  Those roots would grow like a tree into more than a century of service in the U.S. Air Force.

"As kids in the Air Force, we had an interesting lifestyle, quite a wonderful lifestyle," said Chaplain (Capt.) John Shipman, a 30th Space Wing chaplain.

Recalling the move from K.I. Sawyer AFB, Mich., to Wisconsin, the 37-year-old said, "Our lives changed drastically.  I tell this story in jest, but we used to complain about washing the dishes (before we moved to the farm.)

"Washing dishes wasn't much of a concern for us on the farm," he said.  "It was getting up at 5:30 in the morning to go find the cows so we could milk them."

They didn't shy away from the hard work.

"It was a foundation for a good work ethic," the chaplain said.

Raising six boys and working the 100-year-old farm wasn't easy, but Marian nurtured her sons' personalities and encouraged them to choose their own paths in life.  One by one the Shipman boys and joined the Air Force.

"Tom, Scott and I joined in 1977," said Senior Master Sgt. Jeff Shipman, 576th Flight Test Squadron Munitions Flight superintendent.  After working in construction for a couple of years, Jeff, now 43, applied to go to college.  He'd just been accepted into the University of Wisconsin Superior when Tom, now 42, enlisted.

"When he told me he'd joined the Air Force, it sounded more adventurous than going to college or working construction," Jeff said.  "It caught my fancy."

The three brothers went into different career fields.

Scott, 41, was an aircraft mechanic who spent 20 years working on large-body aircraft.  "He's retired and lives in Anchorage, Alaska," Jeff said.

Tom's path took him to fighter aircraft, where he's worked in aircraft maintenance for the last 23 years.  He's currently assigned to Aviano Air Base, Italy.

Eventually, younger brothers, John, Bryce and Mike, left the farm for the benefits of life in the Air Force.

"When I came in, I had no (formal) education," John said.  "Six years later, I had a bachelor's degree in business management."

A below-the-zone senior airman, four-year staff sergeant and officer training school candidate, John left the Air Force in 1991 to answer a higher calling.

"I got out of the Air Force and went to seminary," he said.  While serving in his parish, people kept asking him, "Why aren't you a chaplain in the Air Force?"  By 1998, he was back in Air Force the blue.

Brothers Bryce, 40, and Mike, 39, are still blue through and through.

"Bryce is a technical sergeant at headquarters Pacific Air Forces," Jeff said.  "He started out in dental, worked as a quality adviser for a time and is now a manpower type."

Former Staff Sgt. Mike Shipman now wears captain's bars as a physician's assistant at Grand Forks AFB, N.D.

The Shipmans' service has scattered them like leaves to the wind making it hard to celebrate together, but they do have reason for celebration.  Jeff and younger brother Tom were recently selected for promotion to chief master sergeant.

Still reeling from the amazement of it, Jeff proudly said, "We're six brothers who've worn Air Force blue and two who've simultaneously achieved the highest enlisted grade!" 

"I'm so happy I got it here at Vandenberg because the 576th is like my family.  This is a family who looks out for you and does things to help you succeed, so you want to celebrate with your family."

At what seems to be the apex of their careers, Jeff said he'd love to pin on chief with Tom.

It wouldn't be the first time Tom and Jeff have been promoted together.

"We put on senior master sergeant the same day," Jeff said.  "Tom, Scott and I were all promoted to master sergeant in the same cycle, too." 

Twelve years ago, the Shipman brothers were featured in an Air Force Times article.  Again, it seems, their lives and their careers are the makings of an Air Force commercial.

Today the fruits of Clyde and Marian's labor lay not only in the land they work.  Their bounty, the Air Force's bounty, is in their sons.  They're a family whose roots are blue-Air Force blue.

SEA LIONS

By Master Sgt. Ty Foster 

Sick California sea lions began beaching themselves along Vandenberg's coastline beginning July 26.

Concerned citizens reported three live sea lions at Wall Beach.  Members of the 30th Security Forces Fish and Wildlife section also responded to reports of two dead animals at Surf and Wall beaches, said Nancy Read, Vandenberg's wildlife biologist.  She responded with 30 SFS Fish and Wildlife to provide assistance to the sick animals.

"They appear to be victims of algae problems," she said.

She said members of the 30th Security Forces Squadron Fish and Wildlife section are trained to handle the sick animals and transport them to The Marine Mammal Center in Santa Barbara.  To date, none of the sea lions have survived after being moved to the center.

Another sea lion was treated and released at Wall Beach by fish and wildlife officers, said Senior Airman Monique Martinez, a 30th SFS Fish and Wildlife patrolman.

The number of beached sea lions on Vandenberg's shore is growing daily, Read said.  At least two are located in the closed area at Surf Beach.

Describing the 200- to 300-pound animals' symptoms, Read said, "They are partially paralyzed but can usually keep their heads up and stay up on their front flippers." 

She added that the paralysis seems to be limited to one side, impairing the animal's mobility.  They also have uncontrollable seizures.

In the spring of 1998, The Marine Mammal Center in San Luis Obispo, Calif., admitted 70 California sea lions exhibiting similar symptoms.  Those animals were eventually diagnosed with domoic acid poisoning from a toxic bloom of Pseudo-nitzschia australis algae, according to The Marine Mammal Center's web site.

"The algae are consumed by plankton, the plankton are consumed by fish and the fish are consumed by the sea lions," Read said.

According to The Marine Mammal Center's web site, nearly 100 sea lions have been affected by the toxic bloom along the Central Coast since mid-June.  The 1998 episode was the first known case of algal toxicosis in marine mammals on the West Coast.

The levels of domoic acid increase at the higher end of the food chain.  California sea lions, in particular, appear to be susceptible to the toxic accumulation, Read said.

While they may appear lethargic, she urged people to keep their distance from the sea lions.

"They're very alert.  They seem to know what's going on, but they just can't move," she said.

"People try to pet these animals, but they are extremely dangerous," Read warned.  "There is nothing wrong with their teeth."

The presence of people further stresses the sick animal's system, she said.

"If people find a seal, sea lion or other animal that appears ill or impaired, do not approach it or attempt to chase it back into the water," she said.  "Stay 50 yards away."

Call the 30th SFS Fish and Wildlife at 606-6804 to report animals that appear to be ill.  After duty hours, report them to the law enforcement desk at 606-3911.

