Airman tries out for AF soccer team
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An Eielson airman is getting the chance to fulfill a dream by attending tryouts at the Air Force soccer camp at Patrick Air Force Base, Fla., this week.

Ed Layton, a senior airman assigned to the 354th Maintenance Squadron, has been playing soccer since he was 6; the last three years on base teams.

This year marks the first time the 21-year-old has applied to the camp, but it took encouragement on the part of his teammates on the base soccer team.

“I have always wanted to try out for the Air Force team, but due to the lack of a skillful competition in Alaska, I felt that my own skills were slowly fading away,” Layton said. “This year, with some convincing from fellow teammates, I decided to stop being so hard on myself and just throw it all out on the line. Plus, I didn’t want to grow old and tell ‘I could have been a contender’ stories.”

To prepare for the camp, Layton said he’s been running 4-5 miles a day, doing sprint drills every other day, working on ball control and shoot​ing with teammate Shane Nagatani.

Layton said he’s gained valuable insight on what to expect at the try-outs from Dan Clayton, a recent arrival at Eielson who played on the Air Force team as a forward in 1993.

While playing the last four games of the soc​cer season together, Layton said he learned “some valuable information about creating space and how to capitalize on scoring opportu​nities.”

Clayton told Layton the two biggest areas coaches focus on are fitness and attitude.

“I told Ed that even though I already knew some of the players on the 1993 team, I trained very hard before I went to the tryouts and showed up as the most fit and in shape player that year,” Clayton said.

“As far as attitude, I told Ed the coaches look for the player who is willing to do anything and everything to help the team and not com​plain at all. That attitude can overcome a lot of technical and skill shortcomings,” he added.

Layton said he hopes the advice pays off and he can reach his ultimate goal, to start on the Air Force team. Even if he’s forced to “ride the pine,” Layton said “I will still be happy knowing I’m contributing to a team that represents the best of the best.”

The Air Force-level soccer hopeful said his advice for people thinking about trying out for a camp is to “just do it.” If so, people could have the opportunity he has, which might be “getting paid to do what my passion has been my whole life.”

Interested in sports?

People interested in playing Air Force—level sports must fill out an Air Force Form 303. Call the fitness center staff at 377-1925 for applications and procedures.

