2d MUNS/8th AF defeats 2d MG 2-1
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A late goal lifted the combined teams of 2d Munitions Squadron and Eighth Air Force over the 2d Medical Group 2-1 in intramural soccer Monday at the Barksdale soccer field.


Tony Mallett, 2d MUNS/8th AF, nailed a header in the 34th minute off a corner kick from teammate Jason Decker, to break a 1-1 tie and give the team its first lead of the game.


“It was a perfect corner kick,” said Mallet. “It was the kind that you can just stick your head out and put it in the back of the net.”


“That’s what happens when you get lazy on a corner kick,” said Lance Harris, 2d MG head coach. “They put it in the net.”


The goal came just minutes after Nathan McDonald, 2d MG, received a red card for rough play and was sent off, putting 2d MG a man down.


“Once we lost him, it was a patchwork job on defense,” said Harris.


“Although [the red card] gave us an advantage, it didn’t make a difference,” said Richard Iwezulu, 2d MUNS/8th AF head coach. “We always felt like we should win the game.”


However, in the first half it was 2d MG who applied constant offensive pressure with five shots on goal while 2d MUNS/8th AF created only one scoring opportunity.


Following a throw-in, 2d MG took the first lead of the game in the 18th minute thanks to an own goal by Joe Howell, 2d MUNS/8th AF.


“They looked stronger in the first half, but we substituted almost our whole midfield,” said Iwezulu. “So while their team was already warmed up, our players were still getting their first touch.


“We just had to settle down,” he added.


By the start of the second half, it looked like 2d MUNS/8th AF had settled down. They dominated the time of possession and in the 29th minute, Aaron Suhy buried the equalizer in the back of the net, tying up the game at 1-1.


“That really boosted our confidence,” said Iwezulu.


Minutes later, Decker almost put 2d MUNS/8th AF in the lead, narrowly missing a free-kick opportunity from just outside the penalty area.


Following the red card by McDonald in the 32nd minute, Iwezulu wondered if his team would get the opportunity to score the winner.


“My fear was that they would pull all of their players back on defense and play for the draw,” said Iwezulu. “But we kept up the pressure.”


Just two minutes later, Mallett hammered the game winner home.


“I was feeling sluggish up until that point,” said Mallett. “So that really raised my game.”


With the win, 2d MUNS/8th AF improved to 2-1-1 on the season and now believe they are one of the top teams in the league.


“With this win, no one can call us an underdog anymore,” Iwezulu. “We are one of the best.”


The loss dropped 2d MG to 2-1-3, but their hopes of a playoff berth are not diminished.


“Hopefully we can win the next two games and make playoffs,” said Harris. “We played well considering what we had.”

