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Taking the field trip to the children
Ve, R

nce the kids ot the eodoe=dii-
O ven sand oot of their syes,

they were then able—and
quite happy=—to see the helicopter fand
in their schoolyard, Fortunately they
didn't hold a gredge about the sand
and were cager just to shake owr innds
as we disembarked the aircraft

One of the 58th Special Operation
Wing's MH-53] Fave Lows carmied
eleven troops [mom Kinland AFR,
manging from pilots {ebyiously) to gun-.
ners and from cops to medics, to speak
to 400 children at the Lukachukai
Pueblo Community Schoal in Arizono,
May [2,

“T watited to bring a fieldtrip (o the
kids—the real stuff—the school of
life,” said Bill Peyion, wacher of the
kindergarten through eighth prade gift- e 1.
&d classes, Peyton, o former staff P k\
sergeant in the Air Force, said the visit ) ,r"' s

wis literally a dream come tmue, ~ R i, |E _ -
y Fhat A 1a CEass Audemn Gromaspas
“These kids don't hive a lot of 0z by Airm 10

pppartunity and T wanted them to Senfor Master Sgt. Scott Hedplin, 58th Special Operations Wing, talks to some of the Lukachukal children.

cxpericnes something thisy would Gene Becker, hIH-33] pilot
never forget, and one moming T woke  and Assistant Chief of

up with the idea in my head and said,  Curent Operations at the
‘I'm polng to make that happen.'™” S8th,

Four members of te six-member My favonte part of the
aircrew stayed with the airceafi to give  day was going inio one of the
the children tours of the helicopter. second prade classrooms and
wan't mention how the crew was put- visiting with the kids who

ot the spot when asked if the heli- hud just retumed from touring

copter had a bathroom and had to dis-  the chopper and had been

creetly explain “the whe,"” tasked by their teacher to,
Thes rest of us went around to each  deaw what they saw.

of the classrooms snd talked a lule The drawings ranged

about what we do and how we ot 1o from o circle with an “X an
wlhere we are, We stressed that eduea-  tap to o very distinct heli-
tion is the key to a suecessful future—  copter with the correct num-
that you could never, amongst ather ber of whesels und roters, with [
things, be a pilat on the “JTolly Green pilots sponting helmets
Giant” withaul il {0 couese we had to. behind the controls.

cxaplain several Gmes why the “Jolly The day was definitcly o .- .

Green Giant™ is actuelly not ol all success and beneficial to all. |35y : e £ /il LERT ) S

green). : wha were involved. few of the Lukachulkai Pucblo Community School members check out one of the 58th
The children warmed up to us *They might forgel the Special Operations Wing's MII-53] Pave Lows,

quickly and expressed curiosity about math they learned today bat ] i

muny different things. they [l never forget this—pou

“Sometimes T didn't know exactly ©  could see it in their eyes," soid
what the kids were thinking when they  Peyton,
asked a question, bot then I'd answer “Evary child wag touched
and their faces would light up, so 1 out here today and the Alr
knew (hat we conneeted,” said Capt. Farce helped to do that,™:

| {Above) Kiriland AFB members discuss thelr careers with the children of the
| Lukachukai Pueble Community School.

| {Left) A child learns a little about the Air Force from Alrman 15t Class Shanell
| Halonn, a security foree member, during the Career Day al the Pueblo,

.
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Memboers of the PIs and their instructors prepare For final
exercises belore praduation. Fictored, beginning af top, are
Airrmin 15t Class Ronnie Y. Fripp; at rizght, from left to
right, Airman 1st Class Luke A. Bates, Senior Airman
Robert Balsmeler, and Senior Airman Douglas ClilTord;
below  right, from lefl (o right, instrector Capt. Jin
McMahon, and students Airman 1st Class Steven Gasgue
and Senior Airman Mavrice Bedard; and bottom left, from
left, Airman 15t Class Douglas Clifford and instroctor Tech.
Sgt. Kenneth Faurnier.
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AIRMAN 15T CLASS ADAM GRAMAROSSA
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Elite school graduates 21 for largest class in history,
students dedicate dorm to Viemam War pararescue hero

BY ANTHONY M. MARTINEZ
377TH AIR BASE WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The: largest class ever o graduate fram the elite
Adr Foree Pararesene Schoal received ils diplamas
anil berels Friday, officially becoming pararcscucrs,
or PIs, shaoct for parachnte jumpers,

The21 mem corleted Dweie baining with a final fizld
exercise high in fhe Manzano kountans, culmintng o
15-myanth long raining progeram tat ook the irinees o
eightdilferent locations seross the United States,

The men now join the elite parareseue unit of the
Adr Force known lorits specialized training and of-
ten dramatic rescocs of downed pilots, Thera are
approximately 500 Pz in the entire Arr Force, saud
Capt. Joseph . C' de Baea, Kirtland AFE com-
manidler of the pararescue school,

The strenuaus training of the Pls begins at
Lackland ATE whene they eo through an indoctring-
tion course. Mext, they attend parachotist schoal al
Fort Benning, Ga, then go through training at Key
West, Fla., followed by free fall parachuting at Fort
Bragg, N.C., and Yurna, Ariz., survival school at
Fairchild AFB; Wash,, underwater training while
blindfolded at San Dicgo and Pensacola, Fla, and
nally additicnal training at Kirtland AFE where they
apali [TH1 I8

The training the PIs receive is intendad to halp
themn successfully complefe their mission: 10 save the
lives of pilots shot down or otherwisc stranded in
thingeeous sitnaticn. During the NATO-led military
confrontation in Koseva, the PJs twice successbully
rescued downed pilats; oneina I3-1 17 Stealth lglhter,
the other in an B-16,

Craring the training in the Manzanos, the s simn-
lated a rescue of a downed pilot at night. In the mg-
meil terrain, the PIs were transported on an MH-33
Pave Low helicopter, whose mission partly includes
the support of rescuc operations. A

The exercise was witnessed by severl members
of the eivilian and military media, including the
Muefers, Diressed in dack clothing and weaning cam-

ouflage on their feces, the PTs descended the beli- |

William Pitsenbarger as part of

capter on a cope and then stealthily made their way
amomgz the treas and rocks 1o wheree the "downad ™
pillot was waiting, sthoul . mile away.

The “rescue™ took about two hours and once
thee pilot was safely in their possession, the helicopter

again e (15 appearance on the ridge, its lights off |

to avoid detection by the enemy, 115 pilol equipped
with night vision devices,
Among the civilian media present were Blm crews

fionuthe Discovery and Leamine Channels, bodi of whom -
areworking on documentuies about the Fls, The Dis- -

covery Chumnels' documentury 15 called “That Cthers
bay Live," which is also the matio of the PIs,

Cin Friday morming, s part of the graduwstion oor-
emaniés, the parareseue dormitory was nimed in
honar ol Airmon |5t Class William Pitsenlarger, a
PTwhe was killed dunng arescue mission i the Viet-
nam War, Betited Pararescucmean Chiel Muster Szl
David E. Milsten, was guest speaker at the dedica-
tion and eetired Col, Henry O Beirne, who recoy-
ered Pitsenbargec's body, was guest speaker at the
rrluation banguet, Milslen was the leam leader of
the P15 Pitsenbarirer was with aif the: time of bis death.
Efforts are underway to award Pitsenbarger the
bedal of Honor for his heroiam. Pitsenbarger’s fa-
thier alsa atlended the dedicalion,

The parareseoe students’ dormitory
was dedicated to Adrman 15t Class

graduation day activities. At right,
Frank Pitsenharger, father of
William, and retired Chicf Master
Set. David E. Milsten, arrive af the
dedication.

Below lelt, graduates stand at
attention as the Honor Guard posts
the colors, Below right, Milsten
presents the protrait of Airman 1st
Class William Pitsenbareer that will
hang inside the dormitorsy.

The graduation ceremony was held Friday
evening at the Officers Club,

The following are the new PIs and their duty as-
SIPIUTIENLS!

Airmian Lst Class David B, Anderson, RAF
Mildenhall, United Kingdom; Senior Admaan Rober
Balsmeier, McChord AFB, Washu; Adnman 1st Class
Luke A. Bates, Moody AFB, Ga., SmtTSgLJslmm
C. Clark, HurThurt Field, Fla,; Sentor Adcmman Tiou-
wlis L, Clifford, Besenves; Aimman |5t Class Brendan
D.Deligio, RAF bMildenhall, United Kingdom; Senicr
Adrman Miguel A. Folch, Moody AFB, Ga; Alnman
1t Class Ronnie V. Fripp, Kadena AB, Japan; Se-
niqie Airman Jaathon I Hammon, Moody ATR, Ga;
Staflf St Douglass C, Tsanes, Hurlburt Ficld, Fla.;
Senior Alman Brian 12, Jackson, Nellis AFB, MNev.;
Adrman 1st Class Bembry King [, Moody AFB, Ga.;
Adrman Tat Class Matthew C. Leigh, Moody AFR,
G Stall Spt Andre M. Leveque, MeChond AFR,
Whash,; Stalf Sgl. Scott M. Light, Bescrees; Aimman
15t Class Clinten D, Mattoon, MeChord AFB, Wish;
Senior Adman Richard L. Oberstar, Huelbust Field,
Fla.; Tech. Sgt. Brion FL Oswald, Nellis ARE, Nea;
Adrman |51 Class Brandon M, Pack, Moxly AFB,
Ga.; Senior Airman Todd M. Popovic, RAF
Mildenhall, United Kingdom; and Airman 1st Class
Jog Robles, AjrNational Guard,




