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; o vanished Camp Van Dorn at the G track for the camp’s own railroa
height of the buildup for World War 11, the "Gil. Special,” which serviced the
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unigueness in the war effort. and supplics, Buf ihe busiest rmilroad,
equilibrivm of the European confinent. Cump MeCain was named in honor of beginning in Ociober [942, was ihe
France was eliminaled os o world power Major General Henry Pickney MeCain, 0 Mineis Ceniral Bailropd on Camp

and the British Army lost most of its T e County and the BeCain's west boundary (along ULS,
vy equipment. To mony, the invasion former Adjutant General of the United Highway 513, Every day, toop trins
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precariousness of the situation and its The 58 md_;m camp was a triangular e dralt zeleciees for their first glimpss
thrend to the security of the United States mpm’my of land, whiel: began just of Camp MeCain,

sucdenly becpme apparent to Americans
whe hid previously wanted to avaid war

During Moy and June of 1944, the
Cierman pvilunehe complately upset the

southeast of Grenada in Grenada County .
and extended down into Mantgonery



“WE MAY NOT BE THE BIGGEST,
BUT WE ARE THE BEST!™

Bring in the Boys

Tl first wave of young inductees dis-
embarking the troop traing ot Camp
PMeCain became a part of the newly reor-
ganized B7th Infantry “Acom" Division,
under the command of Maj, Gen, B, W
Clarkson. The average nge of these new
“recruits” made the 87th one of the
youngest divisions in the service—the
“Baby Division" of the United Siates
Arimy,

O Activation Doy, Dee, 22, 1942,
phout 25000 troops passed-in-reviey
before Lieutenant General Ben Lear,
Second Army Commuonder, and General
Clarkson. 11 wus a Formal milifacy event,
but drew residents of nearby communities
who mullied around the troops showing
their support. Comp MeCain was homs
pwny from home for the new induciees,
even if it was just for a short stay of about
12 months. But camp life was good, and
thee wounge men worked and trained harcd,
readyving themselves for what Laid abend.
They were excited about toking part in the
wir. “When your country called vou up,
vou went," said M Hankins. *You just
didn"t question it, nnd the local people
never had any prablems with the soldiers.
In fact, they just became pant of the com-
munity.”

Pointing in the dircction of a mademnm
doy burm at Camp bleCain, Hankins
chuckled, "1 remember “Mapggic's
Britches” {or Mageic’s Drawers), the red
flng that was waved when the soldicrs
missed a target on the firing range on the
other side of that burm, [ don’t know why
they called it thoe'

The ETth trained for every possible
aspect of war. In jusc over |2 moenihs,
they had been transformed from mere
teenagers 10 dedicated fighting soldicrs.
In Decemlser 1943, the BTth deparied
Camp McCain for the European Theater,

87th Infantry Divislon and Pation's
Third Army

Creneril Georze Patton and his Third
Army commarnbees anxiously awaited the
arrivitl of two division reinforcements (the

BT and 101 st Armored Dhivision), as
Adolpl Hitlers Mazi speatheads, cloaked
by deceptively-uniformed paratroopers,
were wrepking havoe with violent attacks
apningt American troops in the snew-blan-
keted Arcennes Fopest, The 87th was first
fgr iy at (630 on Dee, 20, 19494; the
1015 dida't aemee wntil 2200, And tey
were die o jump inte the Battle of the
HIIIE:I_" Al 2400 howre,

Recanze of the 1015t tardiness, a call
was placed o Patton asking that be delay
a planned coordinated counteratiack
agningt Hitler's arony, Pation rejected e
regjuast, Lioter, Patloa Lave a diaey
aceount of the ohjective: "“The entire con-
ception of the surprise German counierof-
lemzive bad been devised by Hitler him-
galf, wio lusted to seize an American sup-
ply port in Belgium, Having smashed
past Basiogne to 56, Hebert and out run
hiz supply capabilities from Germany,
Hitler was pulled up short by the realiza-
tion he critically needed the read net out
of Bastogne to re-supply and reinforce his
froops,”

“They [3red Army Divisiong] jumpsed
ool west of Basteqne and ran right into the
fank of o lorge German counteratiack
headed toward Bastogne, It historically
becams the tuming point for Americans
during the Baiile of the Bulge.”

Loder, Pation wrote this powerful and
unicque festimonial for every GLwilo ever
wore the Golden Acorn pateh of the £7th
Division, "1 believe,” Patton wrote short-
lv after the strtepric struggle ended, *'that
the Bastogne aperation is the biggest and
best the Third Army has accomplished,
not excliding the Buitle of Franee,”

As the B7th Division fought gallantly
on the fronts in Europe, back st Camp
MecCain another heroic citizen soldier
unit, the %Hh Infuntry Division, wis teain-
ing for its historic fisats of Word War I1

The 94th Infantry Division

The @b InTantey Division was also
ame of the first Ameriean divisions o be
misde up solely of citizen soldiers. It was
Filleel with givilimms Trom the strecs and
the suburhs of Chicageo, auto plant work-
e from Detroit and even cowntry boys
fram the codton fields of Mississippi,
Srkunsns, Temnesses, and Alabama, The
majorily of these soldiers also made their
home away from home a1t Camp MeCain
during the full of 1943 and the spring of
1944, After their fraining, the Sl saw
some of the war's heaviest lighting,

During the Batle of the Bulge, the
S Jeel Patton’s 3rd Army through the
infamous Siepfriesd Switch Line. From
several historical accounts, they
“destroved severl German units incheding
the 416th Infuntry Division andd the 11t
Punzer Division, The il held a bacle
line that stretehesd through Frinee amd
Brittany for 450 miles, the longest baitle
line in United States Army history, Tt was
the %4th that led in erushing the final see-
tion of Hitler’s Atlantic Wall, and it was
the 302nd Regiment of the 24h who,
after 200 days of combaf agsinst some of
Crermany™s best and maest experenced
troops, wos the ficst allied anit (o reach
the Rhine. feontlanes mir mesr pegel :



Mot just a training camp

Shertly before the 87t Infantry left
for the European battlefields, Germian
prisoners of war began arriving at Camp
McCain by the thousands, Among the
first of theso prisoners was Field bacshall
Erwin BEommel's once-proud Alnka
Korps,

Even before [ 944, as many thousands
of Germang surrendered andfor were cap-
tured by allicd armics and British POW
compounds overflowed, the Amercan
government made arrangaments 1o house
the Geeman PO, Tn iwo sepansie direc-
tivies, Camp MoCain was selected 1o
house two specilic German POW groups;
German Naval and anti-Mazi POWSs,
These PFOWs, 5 noted in documenis o
the Missizssipps Depariment of Archives
and History, were complled to work in
cotion felds, wwd soane of the Germn
engineers worked on the Mizssissippl River
project,

The petual number of POWS ot Camp
MeCain is nol known, bul upen orders for
repatcintion published in 1946, of the
remaining 30,000 Germons in POW
camps throughoul the nation, there were
sEIl 5,00 chid remained of Comp
hcCain,

The Big Sleep

“A lot of people made a lot of moncy
off Camp MeCain during the war,” said
Hunkins, recalling the lacal towns' poopla
whio had established businesses outside

the muin gote during the war years, “Bul
when they started closing Cump McCain,
most of the land vsed in the build-up of
the World War I camp was reseld to the
original owners, and there waso™t much
left”

The notional government prepared for
demobilization more thoroughly as the
end of the Second World War approzched
thon had ever been true in previows wars.
Even before the fiphting ended, the cut-
bocks in troop fraining and war contracts
began ta hit Mississippl. [n the fall of
L%, the War Department
announced that Comp MeCain
would be deactivated ns soon after
Oetaber 15, 1944, as possible.
Throughout the years 194547, the
movernment started selling off the
buildings, and even underaround
pipes were dug up and sold. The
ance sprawling training center
was ghandoned—a mere ghost
camp—ihe sounds of greparions
soldiers sileneed,

Ewen ag late as 1962, thero wers sill
some vary dilapidated boildings left,
miainly o roor of barracks with their roofs
caved in which fined LS, Highway 51
just norih of Ducke Hill, Todsy there aro
no atruciures of amy, kind that remain of

the World War I1'Comp MeCuin, but o
new Camp MeCain is very musch nlive
and hns. grown as an impartant irainiog
site for Mational Guard troops of northem
Mississippl and southemn Tennessee, as
well as Army Beserve und ROTC units,

A Mew Camp McCain Emerges

In 1947, Mational Guard officiala ree-
canized e importance of Camp MoCain
a5 8 Matonal Guard teaining facility and
prevailed on the UL, Government 1o
retnin the smnll aems, nfle and pistol
ranges, Due o iz effort, some 3,000
geres were st aside Tor a military reserva-
ko,

A pradual but sigmificant rebuilding of
Camp MeCain ensied, porticulaely in
1969, when the lind was opened for facti-
cal truining. Tonks, acmored persomiel
cirners, und other factical vehicles were
moved to Comp MeCuin for immediate
use by tmoops coming each weekend for
training. With the advent of equipment
und equipment slotage, o Muintenancs
facility was deemed necessary, An
Organizational Maintenonee Shop (OMS
#1} was moved from the 63158 Field
Artillery Group Hendquarters in Grenada,
und chaonged to a Weekend Training
Equipment Pool in 1970, An enginesring
storape campound is alse located nearboy
Funds for maintenanee were increascd
and in 975, the named wos changed to
UTES {Unit Training Equipment Site),
and in April 1985, a Combined Support
Maintenance Shop (#2) was added 10 pro-
vide support maintenance for north
Missigaippi units,

With an increase in training, troop
houzing hecame a high priority and in

1978, o Barmecks, Administeation and
Mess (BAM) building (200-man) was
construgied, and o second one consirscied
in 1979,

Lynn Marchant, o 3d=yenr siafe
emplovee at the Training Sie headsquar-



ters, says Comp dMeCain has grown in
leaps and sirides over e past 20 yenrs,
*“When | wag firsl hired here, Comp
MeCain wak 8 very quict place,”" snid the
long time accounting technician, “About
the only oncs around were the fall-time
poopke with the 221 Enginccring

M. Pete Kirby. Now, Camp MeCain it
buy with troops almost every wockend,
and we employ about 90 full-time person-
7

Serpeant First Class Jei¥ Rodgers, a
punzhading and contmcting manager, said
up bo 1,200 traops con be housed on ony
given weakencl.

"W huve some of the mose modern
billeting found on any Ay post, such i
il new Boclelor Enlisted and OdVicer
Duanters, which anc hotel sivle sinuciunes
compicle with maid service,” said
Rodgers, sdding that Camp McCain is a
sell<contsined training site. “Thete are
appronimately 75 strectures bere, 2ad we
maintain 55 miles of rosds, which wall
soon inclode 3 §9 million direct 356cis
road to Interitate 55, There ane 2noend 90
full-tinee emnployeds to maintin the
cquipment and fcilides”

Camp MeCnin's current Truning Site
Supervinor, Muj. Sam Massey, und many
alhars post unel present, militacy and eivils
tnm, have played significant roles in the
grovath nnd modemization of 1oday's
Cump MeCain,

Camp MeCain has a2 modem aniidy,
the Jamic L. Whitien National Gaard
Armory, which is home of Detachment 2,
Saste Area Command. Ocher units ase
alio located 31 Camp MoCain inchoding
Detachment |, ]34th Combal Suppaor
Hospital: Company C, 2nd Special Forees
Battalion, 10th Special Forees Group aad
Det. 2, Co. B, 106th Support Baitalion.

Fucilities for training are vaned and

méct the pocds of variows tvpes of waits
who train ot Camp McoCain. A molti-por-
pose range, the Troott Range Complex
(named in bonor of Maj. Gen. Nx G,

Troun, former Adjutant General of
Minnisrippi), hos moden pop-up W@z
for weapons gqualification, A helicoplor
landing zone with hod refucling pads
masinl in aviplion traiming, and 3 tank
MANCUVCInE MCH ASSIRS in UrANing Mwr
and infantry unils. Engintenng units,
particulary the 223nd Engioser Bamahion,
hane ample
OppOrREEY b
keep enginocning
tazk 3kills curs
rent. A nodom
minlt-ppase
classtoom is ang
of the newest
addilions at
Camp MeCain
and prowides o
pood e
ment for acadcm-
e counses suth
a5 the Combined
Armed Seaff
Service Soppont
School (CASY),
Army NCO and Offvcer basae and
pivanced courigs. Camp MeCain also
had o separate ¢lssroom for computar
imining, which is available te employees
ut Comp MeCuin,

A soldigr ¢an go to Cump MeCain and
alse kecp current on soldier tasks ondd
skilly, Comp MeCain bas a land novign-
tion course, gus chamber, compuier opar-
aied popoup largets (RETS), eight differ-
end range Jocations, repclling 1ower, end
many other fagilitics to assist soldier

m

“We have peacly 13,000 acres foe
trauning which imclodcs 2 cantondancal
Facility and 30gore lake for recrestion,”
said Rodgers. “We alo are cloge
Cregnada For additional recreation.”

IF saldicrs need to cat,
Hambones' restwarant i 0
short walk away, Owned
aned oporated by Juck and
Fal Richardson, [Tambanes
it part of the Ellion com-
munity and for the lag 15
yrars has served soldicn o

“We appreciake the
baninces of soldicrs bere 51 Camp
MeCain, and we are bere to sorve them,”
said Jack Richardson, who is moes foadly
kmown 2 ‘Hombooes," by soldiers com-

ing 16 Camp MeCain, “"We seeve three
mgals o doy, and sometimes 1,600 meals
a duy™ When you ask soldiers where thoy
are poing o cal, “Hambones ix the
plage.™

The community support of the
Mational Guard and Camp McCan is
among (e best you will Find in 20y com-
munity. Mary of the focal businesses,
which mainky see lamber-related 2and
wood trestnsent manuBrcturers, enaploy o
wumbser of Maticnal Guardsmen,
Hunking, whe owns Hankins Lumber and
Hunkina Waad Preservative Company In
Elllo, sald the loen] communilies have
acoepted Cnmp MeCuin as part of tem,
“Camp MeCnin s boen around for o
very long time and has helped the local
communitics 80 much cconomically, 1've
never heand any complaints from the 30
of 30 ressdints of Ellion or any other
cormmunity around bere,” said Hankins as
b £t at the table with Richardson 3
Hambooe's. “Jock can el you, be's boca
arcund about s lomg a3 | have and seen
what Camp MeCain was back then and
wihat it i now”

Very few of the thousands of soldiers
waho train ut the new Camp McCain, noe
the thausunds of givilians wha today pass
Ty the Cump MeCuin exit sign an
Intersiate 25, con remerber the role the
originul Comp MeCuin played in history,
bt few cun deny the role it plays in tae
defenes of our nation Loday.

An iacription on a Camp McCain
oolTee mug may reinforce this
point—"We may not be the biggest, but
w ae the beat”™



