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NORAD MISSION
MORE RELEVANT

THAN EVER

by Maj. Gen. Lamry K. Amald
I Aie Force compiandar

nardsmen  and
women theoughout
the Continental

MOBEAD Rapion, 1* Air Force
and 115 flying wings and Air
Operalions Cenlers, are nol
only “Guarding” America’s
skies, but are supporting mis-
5i0ns overseas, from operations
Morthem Watch to Allied Foree
to Coronet Mighthawk. The
citizen-aicmen of 1* Adr Forces
are busy protecting our free-
dom, keeping the skies sale, al
home and abroad. Providing
this service 15 an imporiant part
of our owerall mission, and we'll
see mare of this 2s we continue
to “mainstream’ 1 Air Foree,

1 recently attended the Adr
Combat Command/MNORAD
commardar’s conference and
lefl energized with the impor-
tanee of the NORAD mission.
Although the “deterrable cn-
cmics that prompted the
NORAID Treaty no longer
pose the primary threat to our
nation, our missien remains vi-
able and important. Non-
deterrable threats, such as
roguwe nations and terrorisis,
inake oue job thore crucial and
clhallenging than ever.

My locus is now on our
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near-term capability to de-
tect, rack, Intercept and
destroy cruise missile-lype
targers coupled with seam-
less command and contral
capabilicy. AL this vear's Joint
Expeditionary Force Expen-
el we will focus on this ca-
pability. We are committed o
providing air and space secu-
rity and protecting America
against this now threat,

I'd also like to take this op-
pornity to bid a fond farcwell
to 1 Air Foree Yiee Com-
mandar Brig Gen. Kennseth .
Steomouist Je, and his wife,
Edna, as they embark on a new
civilian advenlure in relinement.
Cur 1* Air Force family waill
sorcly miss them. General
Stromguist is pursuing what he
Jokingly termed his “sceret de-
sire” to become an airline pi-
Iot. So, If the pilot’s voice on
your next comimercial fTight
sounds familiar, you'll koo
you're in good hands — there
may be a retired geneol on the
flight deck! Best of luck,
Snowman.

As we say good-bye to old
friends, we also welcome new
ones. 1 am pleased to announce
the selection of Cal. Michael
W. Corbett, Wortheast Air De-
fense Sector commander, as
vice commander of [* Air
Force, effective the spring of
2000, Cal. Corbett will he
assigned as 1% Air Foree
chiet of operations until that
time. He brings with him
vears of air defense expe-
rience and we all look for-
ward to working with him.

Col. William A, Scott,
former chief of opera-
tions, will serve as vice

cormmandet until his projected
reticernent in the spring of 2000.
Having seen his professional-
s, [ know we are in pood
hands.

Welcome to hoth of you!

[t also time to weleome the
summer scason, when many of
us will spend more time par-
ticipating in outdoor activitics
with family and fricnds. It's the
*101 Critical Days of Summer,”
and unforunately, this increased
outdoar activiey results ina coe-
responding rise in safery mis-
haps involvine our airmen and
heir families.

A vou embark on your sum-
mechime aclwiliss, use COmmsin
sensetand practice hasic safety
procedurcs, Let's continue to
lower the number of senseless
deaths on our nation’s high-
wavs. Drive defensively, wear
seal belts and always arrange
for a designatad deiver.

Let's play it safle. You are
our most valuable asset. Take

care, because
we can't
afford to
[ose you,
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Homne, sweet home
The 102" Fighter Wing,

hlwssachuseiis A Wational
Coward, returns from Opera-
tion Mortherm Watch,

Total Force supports Northern Watch

Fouwr 15 Air Foree units
fly aver Irag.

(@  Coronet Niglthawk to Curacan

“Cagles” in Punama; Hooligans
kick off Curacao mission.

IEEEY  Intermtional exposure
Italian photojournalist te feature 148"

Fighter Wing, Minnesots Air Mational
Ciward, in upcoming hook.

DEPARTMENTS!

 TheTotal Force

Last Look

ABOUT THE COVER
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102nd homefrom Northern Watch

B Rock-solid maimtenance
i,"r.f]'.l'ﬂ!.'n- S i'.’.'l.'!f!l.ll HH."..HI'J"

by Tech. Sgt. Ken Wheeler
12 Fighier Wing

An genal ballet of surveil-
lance, defection and, when nec-
essary, self-defense has been
going on over NMorthemn lrag
since 1991,

And for much of Apnl ami
May, pilots and support person-
nel from the 102* Fighter Wing,
Massachusetts Air National
Guard. were part of this effort,
helping enforce the Northem
no-fly #one over lrog,

The hirst group of mamie-
nance and support personnel,
pilots and sircraft left Otis Aar
Force Base during the first
week of April for Incirdik A
Base in Southcastern Turkey.
The wing's mission was (o pa-
trol the area north of the 36*
parallel. ensuring that none of
Sagddinm Hussein's mreraft flew
there. In all, more than 250
members of the 102 deploved
to Turkey. The deplovment was
the first time in almost 40 vears
that the unit had been put into o
potential combat situstion

According to Maj. James
Bowman, who was i charge
of the operations section, the
102" ws amiong the first units
io fly over Irag after the holy
maonth of Ramadun, when coa-
lition amreraft were not allowed
to flv, “Om our first day out, af-
ter coalition pilots hadnt flown
for 25 days, we really didn't
know what to expect,” he said.
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Maintenance persennel from the 102nd Fighter Wing, Massachusetts Air National
Guard, smile for the camera shortly before the unit's deploymant.

For some in the unir, this was
nol the Torst tome Tighting
Hussein's forces. Maj. Tomn
Duffy flew during Operation
Desert Storm and knows ex-
actly how dangerous things can
be over Img. “Evervone has to
be verv carcful when they
cross the border. It's not every
duy thal someone is trying to kill
vour, IU's nol just troiming, The
srtumbion m Irodg s still a-thremst,
but it s hogh as during Desert
Storm.”

{In days when coalition air-
craft were flying, it meanl an
early wake-up call for mrcradl
maintainers, who were first on-
scene, usually before the sun
TS,

Unit members say the
MAmAIners” preparation wis
the kev 1o the successful de-
ployment. Long hours at Otis

geiting the F-15As ready meant
fewer problems on the ground
in Turkey. "{Mainienance was)
very professional, solid as
rock,” Duffy said.

“That’s why the engines that
were brought along as spares
were still in therr crudles on the
fourth week of the deploy-
ment,” suid Staff Sgt. Mike
Turner, engine mechanic. “*Be-
cause of all of the prep work at
Ois, the engines were great, [If
we hadn’t done our homework

double-checking everyilung
belore we pof over there — we
would have had problems. We
still had all the spare engines we
brought.”

Maj. Charles White, F-15
pilot, summed it up this way:
“The mamtniners hent over
backwards to make sure
evervithing was right.”
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mFlight of the
Nighthawk

B Oregon Redhawks fly last F-155 in Panama

by Staff Sgt. Elena O'Bryan
142" Fighter Wing public affairs

HOWARD AIR FORCE BASE, PANAMA
— Oregon Air Natienal Guard F-15 “Eagle”™ pilots
flew some of the last counterdrug missions out of
Howard Air Force Base, Panama, recently, just be-
fore the base is 1o be transferred to the Republic of
Panama later this veasr

Operation Coronet Nighthawk officially folded 1ts
wings Moy | and relocaied o Curacao. The 1199
Fighter Wing, North Dakota Air National Guard, was
the last Air National Guard unit in Panama, and the
first in Curacao, flying F-16 “Fighting Falcons.™

Since 1990, when the Air Guard assumed the drug
program from its active duty counterparts, sorties of
F-15s and F-16s huve led to the scizure of more than
31 ballion 1n illegal drugs cach vear

The Air Guard, Coast Guard, U.S. Armyv and U.S
Navy cooperate with the armed services and gov-
ernments of Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Mexico, the Netherlands, Panama and Venczuela
under the umbrella interagency and coalition task
force known as Joint Interngency Task Force - East
to detect and monitor drug activity,

Lentral and South America are the focal point for
transit of drugs in the Western Hemisphere; 99 per-
cent of the world's supply of cocaine originates in
the Andes mountain range

Coronet Nighthawk is not involved in the appre-
hension of illegal drug traffickers, but is a link in the
chain of evidence required for conviction. The mis-
sion began in the vein of deterrence, but, with ad-
vances m intelligence received by JIATF-E, has
grown into an active anti-drug arm.

& AMERICAN DEFENDER

A 142nd malntainer launches a Portland F.15,

“We have recently changed our operanional pro-
cedures, and it's surprising the drug transporiers,”
said Lt Col. Lanny MecNeely, Coronet Nighthawk
commander

Coronet Nighthawk has already prompted a
change in the mode of transport of drugs in the Car-
ibbean region. When the mission began, 75 percent
of drug trade was by sir. That figure has been re-
duced to 25 percent

The Guard has proved in Panama that it can be
an equal partner worldwide with active duty forces,
sitid Oregon Air Guard commander Brig. Gen, Will-
iam Doctor. “It is routine for the Air Force com-
manders to brief me on the exceptional performance
of our Guard men and women,” he said
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An F-15"Eagle" from
the 142nd Fightsr
Wing, Dregon Alr
-Hmlnnarﬁuard t3hes

Ly Bagtaid

& 75 W Hoppy Huahguns kn:k off mission in Curucuu

by Tech. Sgt. David Somdahl
1" Fighter Wing public affairs
WILLEMSTAD, CURACAO, NETHER-
LANDS ANTILLES — Operation Coronet Night-
hawk has a new home
I'he Air National Guard counterdrug mission is
now located at Hato Imemational Airport on Curacao,
one of six islands in the Netherlands Antilles chiin.
Curacao is about 40 miles north of Venezuela,

Teadht: S Chiwnd Sormetuhl

Morth Dakota F-16s5 stand ready In Curacao,
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First Aur Force flving units typically rotate aircrafi,
mechanics and pilots for six-week periods 1o Coro-
net Nighthawk. Now they'll operate from an aus-
tere, forward operating location on Curacan

Two groups from the 119* Fighter Wing, North
Dakota Arr National Guard, made the move possible
One element deployed to Howard in late April, main-
taming F-16 fighter aircrafl on five-minute alert sta-
tus, simultaneously preparing to move the operation
to Curacao. A second echelon deploved o the re-
ceiving emd.

StalT Spt. Mark Schwagel, a ground powered
equipment mechanic, prepared several dozen picces
ol equipment to air shipment. “1 helped with the first
three plane loads,  Schwagel said. “Everything from
dash-6lls (electric generalors), to air compressors,
hydraulic mules, air conditioners and light carts.”

Following a brief closure ceremony at Howard,
four “Happy Hooligan™ F-16 fighters departed May
. On arnival at Curacan, provincial government lead-
ers, the LS. Consulate General and Duteh military
personnel mel the pilots. “In addition to getting our
equipment moved from Howard, we also unpacked
and stored numerous cargo loads for the Nighthawk
stall,” said Lt Col. Terrance Shiers, the 119% de-
tuchment commander at Curacao. “During the first
two weeks we had a lot of help from the Dutch mili-
tary

['he Roval Netherlands nevy, marines and air force
all have permanent facilities on Curacan, including
the Hato Navy Air Station where Coronet Nigh-
hawk personnel are currently operating.
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International
exposure

B Photojournalist takes to the air with Minnesota unit

by Capt. Don Arias
" dir Farce public affairs

[ralian photojoumalist Giampaolo Agestinelli has a passion for
planes and photography. He loves to y and
caplure il all on Olm.

He recently took to the air with the Min-
nesots Air Mational Guard’s 148% Fiphter
Wing, Detachment 1, at Tyndall Air Force
Basc, Fla, “Giampi.” as his friends call him,
works for the Italian aviation magazing Fofure
which has a readership ol more Usan 100,000
throughout Europe. Ile pholographed the
“det” for an upeoming issue of the magazine AGOSTINELLL e
and a book due oul sarly next yesr

*“This 15 a great oceasion to show the emation and the great
things of the Air Mational Guard,” said Agostinelli,

A self-described F-160 buff, Apostinelli's book will feature F-
16 A Matignal Guard vnits throughours the United States. He
flew with the det to photograph the F-16 alert aircraft and leam

maore about the air sovereignty mission. Several 1™ Air Focce
fighter wings will be featured in the book, and a chapter will be
dedicated to 1* Air Foree and it’s Monh American Acrospace
Defense Command mission. *I°d like my pictures to zive the
readers A good impression of the many emotions of this preat
job,” Apostinelli said. His flight with the Minnesotans marked his
[3% in a Guard tiphter.

Maj. Mark Aldeich. the pilot of the two-seat F-160 and 148"
FW, Detachment 1, commander, believes the media flight ben-
efits both the unit and the Air Guard, "Just letting ihe public in to
have some insight into what we do is obviously cood news,”
Aldrich said. “CGetting the word out about our mission is impor-
tant, and pictures say a lot,”
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Fholos by Slampacds Agesineli

ltalian phetejaurnalist Glampaoclo Agostinelli
caplured these images durlng a flight with the
Minnesola Air Natienal Guard's 143th Flghter
Wing, Detachment 1, recently. The phaotas will
be foatured in his upeorming book about Alr
MNational Guard F-1E units,
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tre,

don’t need to do anything spe-
cial to protect their personnel
or medical records,”

Anvone receiving such so-
licitations should comtact the Air
Force Office of Special Inves-
tigations, local law-enforce-
ment agency or Mational Froowd
Information Center ab (BIH))
ETH-TOA0,

California Air Guard pilots
honoeed for heroic actions

Ly Col. Paul Gruver amd
Capt. Mark Jansky, F-16 pilots
with the Califtamia Adr National
Guard's 144" Fighter Wing,
received the Order of
Daedohans” 19958 Lieuienant
Cieneral Harold L. Georpe Ci-

vilian Amrmanship Award re-
cently

SUMMER 199%

CAMADIAN FORCES CELEBRATE 75 YEARS. & large
group of people braved wet and windy weatheor al
Tyndall &ir Force Basa, Fla., recantly, to celobrate
the 75th anniversary of the Canadian Air Forco
with the planting of a maple tree al the continental
NORAD Region Hesdquarters. Brig. Gen. Jim
Huntor, CONR depuly commander, kicked off the
T5th anniversary activities, which also featured a
migs-dinner and a fly-by of a Canadian CF-18
‘Hormet” and CT-33 “T-Bird,” above, A% ke, Hunber:
retired Brig. Gen, Jack Watls; LL. Col, Dave Peart,
commander of the Canadian component at
Tyndall; and Maj. Gen. Larry K. Arnold, CONR and
15t Alr Force commander; pitch in to plant the

Ciruver and Jansky were
members of the flight crew for
Delta Air Lines Flight 1783,
which was damaged in-flight
duie 1o multuple bird strikes on
Jan. 9, 1998, The Daedalians
recognised the pair for success-
fully recovering the domaged
Hoemg 727-20d).

The Dacdaliins” Licutensan
General Harold L. George Ci-
vilian Adrmianship Award 15 pre-
sented annually 1o the captain
and crew of a United Smates
certified commercinl arlne that
his dermonstrated the most out-
standing ability, judpment and’
or berowsm above and bevomd
normal operational require-
menls. The selection commit-
tee 15 composed of several avia-

1im Agencies,

1st Air Force officer
selected for pilot training

Capt. Joseph Pamick, 1% Aar
Force infelbzence officer, has
been selecied for Underpradu-
e Pilol
Tradnamig.

He will
return Lo
the regular
Air Force
R TerT
nearly
four years
of active
duty hime at Goodfellow Air
Force Base, Texns, and Tinkes
Air Force Base, Okla.; fol-
Iowwed by almiost thoee velrs in
the Adr Mational Guard.

Patrick was the [998 1™ Air
Force Company Grade Officer
of the Year and the 1998 Air
Combal Command Reserve
Company Grade Intelligence
Officer of the Year,

Ist Air Forve news show airs
on Warrior Network July 1

The latest edition of 1* Air
Force Now!, 1 Air Foree's 30-
minute news show, will be re-
broadcast on the Wirrior Net-
work on July 1, noon, Eastern
Standard Thime:

For mformation om how o

receive the broadcast, call
DSN 523-R669, or email
bous bachshichiar | siaf iyndallat ol
American Defender
wakits your stories, photos

I'n submit stones and photos
to the American Defender, call

Copt. Don Arias, (850) 283-
65T or DSN 523-8657,
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CGUARDING AMERICA’S SKIES

I PVR YO B WAV AUA AN
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“FIMI® FLMGHT. Brig. Gen. Kenneth J. Stromquist Jr., former 15t Ajr Foree vice commander, completes his last flight
in an F-15at Tyndall Air Force Bass, Fla., recantly. He retired April 1 with nearly 31 years of service.
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