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nholo by Staf Soi. Brian Orban
From left, Stalf Sgt. Gerald Byrdson, Kazuhiko Hashimoto and Tadakatsu Kumagal take a break
after helping fight a fire that broke out jn a maintenance warehouse near the main base gas sta-
tion. Damage to the building was estimated at $5,000, according to investigators.

Electrical short linked to
Sunday’s warehouse fire

A ghort in an electrical
power strip was deemed the
canse of a fire that caused
minor damage to a mainte-

nance warehonse near the base
gas station Sunday after-
MBI,

According o Iln‘-'FHt.iﬂ.Ele'.ll'.‘I,
the fire started om the Moor
behind a desk in the ware-
house's administration office
aren but was heginning to
extend to the structure’s wall

The fire was quickly extin-
guished, although fOrefighters
faced heavy black smoke when
they forced their way into the
building, said Chief Master Sgt.
Mark Giuliano, base fire chief,

"There were two obstacles
firefighters had to overcome ...
ventilating the facility so fire-

fighters could =ee and simply
staying cool,” the chiefl added.
The structure is constructed of
rubber and has no windows,
which made temperatures
ingide the buillding much
warmer than the S0-plus
weather outside,

Alap, the fire had damaged
the wareshouse's electrical sys-
tem, which delayed fire fighters
from electrically opening the
gtructure's overhead rolling
doors. Eventually, the team
was able to manually open the
doors to clear the dense smoke
ingide.

"Extinguishing the blaze
was the easy part; keeping the
firefighters cool under such hot
and huomid temperatures was
the greater challenge,” aaid

Master Sgt. Robert Ward, aszsis-
tant fire chief. "Work rest cycles
are very important in maintain-
ing the health and safety of the
firefighters. Extremely hot and
humid temperatures, coupled
with heavy and hot protective
clothing, can quickly dehydrate
a firefighter. That makes fight-
ing a fire that much more diffi-
cult."

The building’s fire detection
system saved it [rom extensive
damage, Giuliano said.

‘Just last year, a fire inspec-
tor ... identified the office as not
having a fire detection system.
He initiated a work order to
correct the deficiency, which in
this case undoubtedly saved the
building." Information courtesy
of the baze fire deparitment.

Total driving under the
influence mc-
dernds al Misawa
Air Baza this year

Last Misasa unit with a DU 358 Cwil Engineer Squadnon, Jufy 31

Number of days
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Water quality
remains safe
across base

Increased lead levels discovered
during recent testing at child center,
waler piping in facility suspected

Misawa's water quality continues Lo remain
gafe to drink deapite a recent apike in lead levels
found during water testing at the Ymko Child
Development Center,

In tests conducted in June, seven of the 30
water samples taken from wvarious drinking
waler fountains and taps at the center showed
lead levels which exceeded Environmental
Protection Agency and Japan Environmental
Governing Standard levels of 16 parts per hal-
lion, aaid L&, Col. David Rhodes, the Hospital's
chiel of Might medicine.

"Congequently, all water fountaine affected
were immediately turned off, and efflorts were
made to confirm any elevations and isolate the
source,” Rhoedes added.

1.5, and Japanese environmental protection
agencies sel the restrictions o limit people’s
exposure to lead. Excessive amounts of lead in
the human body can affect the brain, kidney, ner-
vous system and red blood cells.

"We have no reason to believe that there is
any problem with the base water supply as pre-
vious sampling throughout the base has shown
lead levels to be well within the EPA limit,” the
colonel added., “Tt's suspected that piping at the
taps or within the fountains themselves [at the
Yoiko] were the source of the lead content in the
water.”

Repeat teating at the center's affected water
sources showed the levels had returned to with-
in the get standards. However, to ensure people’s
safety, affected water fountaing at the center
remain shut off until all of the facility's piping ia
thoroughly checked. Bicenvironmental engineer-
ing officiala with the 35th Medical Group will
continue to monitor the center's water supply.

Rhodes added the elevated lead levels that
showed up in the first set of tests posed a negli-
gible risk to children attending the center.

"Chit of the seven samples that were elevated,
only three were from fountains that children had
access o,” the colonel added. "Furthermore, the
levels found in accessible drinking funtains
wiere atill within the FDA's |Fopd and Drog
Administration’'s] recommended total daly lead
intake for children ages 1 to §, sssuming an
intake of about a guart per day.

Lead continued on Page 3
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A note of thanks
Brig. Gen. Steve Wood, 35th Fighter Wing

commander, recently received the following mes-
sage and wanted to share it with the men and
women of the wing, eapecially those currently

deploved to southirest Asia.

Dear Brig. Gen. Steve Wood

Please pass my deep appreciation to the
entire 36 FW [35th Fighter Wing] for the out-
gtanding work they are doing in SWA [south-
west Amial, That includes the Mizsawa teams
who deployed as well as the men and women
who remain behind and pull double duty. Your
efforts have been first rate.

Hat's off to the 35th Fighter Wing. We join
the families who wish for continued safe opera-
tions and a speedy return,

— (en. Patrick Gamble
Pacific Air Forces commander

These FI'|EI}E$ are terrible.

The older homes in the 800" and “200"
housing areas are horrible. They're at least 40
years old, and they have problems with bugs
and rats. These places should be labeled as
substandard. Why are we forced to pay the full
basic allowance for housing while living in
these places?

I agree. These places are not up to the stan-
dard that we would like. We've been working
hard to keep them livable until we can replace
them with the modern units currently being

Lommander’s Action Line [226-3700] Please Use It

Tha Action Line provides "direcl communication™
betwesan you and me. This valuable open channel
has but one purpose - o make our community bel-
ter. Your inpul of ideas, concemns, highlighling prob-
lems and suggested solulions are the lifeblood fo
building a stronger foundation where our families
thrive and our mission succeeds. There are manmy
dedicated professionals at Misawa - offlcer, non-
commissioned olficer and clvilian — who are axperts
in their respective fields. Pleasse offer tham tha
opporiunity to answer your question in concert with
your unit chaln of command. They share the same
vision for Misawa as | do. However, [hose concerns
thatl do come o the Action Line have my parsonal

attention.
Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Wood
Misawa Air Base installation commander
‘Who bo call

Base eachange MAamnaRer .....icismimmisnmis CEe-T410  HOBDBAE . ocicinicin o mimimisimmimisisnsimiisimemins. SR0000
CommEsary MAanaDer ...ocomeossneneenens eob-obed  LEW aniorament desk ...ococicsissisenes SO0~ 00
Family Suppori Cantar ., ararneneanens Sob-4138  35th Sacurty Forces Bquadron ......coeieeeis, 236-3387
Amarican Forcas Network .......cocmimmsnens 2003218 35th Services SQUaON ... R0 RI0H
AFM pager ........ P el i TR0 HOUBING: MBMBGET . coimiimmtmrsssistarimtmisiorratre Saf-2a a4
Fraud, waste and abusa hotling ........0.. aee eoB-H  ChADPIAIN .. i EEO-E0

built in theé main base housing area, and it's
been a tough battle. The good news iz that we
ghould have all of this aging housing replaced
over the next several vears.

Regarding vour gquestion on labeling these
places as substandard, unfortunately our hands
are tied on this one. A mandate is established

that prohibits us from classifying homes like
these aB substandard. However, we're checking
with people in the Pacific Air Forces civil engi-
neer directorate to aee if theres anything we
can do to fix this problem.

We will continue to improve our 800 and 200
housing. We are committed to you.

Mentors: They’re everywhere

by LL Col. Chris Hale
3rd Space Surveillance Sguadron
commandear

Recently, | walked into a fast
food restaurant and caught the tail
end of a conversation between one
of the workers behind the sounter
and his shift leader. | heard the
worker aay, "Well, | guess the les-
gon learned hore is don't make fun
of fat people.” The shift leader
reaponded, "Mo, the lesson learned
here should be don't make fun of
anyone,” This was mentoring in its
gimplest form.

When we think of mentors, we
think in terms of Webater's defini-
tion: "a wise advisor; & trusted
teacher and eounselor.” But really,
mentors are all around ws. They're
all ranks, all shapes, ages and sizes
from all walks of life, The restau-
rant shift leader was mentoring the
worker and anyone within earshot.
Was "trusted leader and counselor”
part of his job deacription? Prohably
not. He was simply passing on his
values to the younger member in
hopes he would adopt those values
Bs his own.

We receive lessons like this every
day. What we do with them con-
tributes to our success as mentors.
We spend our whaole life recording
information, and baged upon our
own set of core values, we adopt
pome and reject others - it's sort of
i collection of useful tools. When we
come upon & situation that nesds
repair, we pull oot one of those tools

and go Lo work. When we have the
opportunity to guide others, we
ghare those tools with them so they,
in turn, can add them to their teol
kit for future use.

I've had the opportunity in my
career to be around some really
great mentors, Perhaps I recognized
them as mentors because [ was will-
ing to listen to their ideas, realized
how universal those ideas wers, and
adopted them as my own. ['ve
always been a "B student. That
means at any one time, 20 percent
of the world's population is consis-
tently emarter than L If vouo think
about it, that's a whole lot ol men-
torg. Cerfainly that's a good reason
for me to listen.

One of my mentors once told me,
“never walk part a mistake; if you
do you et a new standard.” T found
this simple phrase can apply in
countless situations, from the moat
ingignificant act, like picking up a
piece of discarded trash, Lo stepping
in and resolving a bureaucratic
gnafu others had continued to
accept as "that's life in the mili-
tary.” Effective mentors don't go
through life accepting "the way it's
ilways been.” They're doers, They
see something wrong, they evaluate
how to right the wrong, then they
gtep in and do the right thing.

Many vears ago, while serving as
g wing exec, | walked into the vice's
office with & dilemma involving a
conflict between two competing fac-
tions at the wing, I laid out some of
the alternatives to him and asked

him what I ought to do. He just
looked at me, smiled and gaid,
"what's the right thing to do?"

It waz some of the best advice
I've ever had. I was being mentored
and didn't know it. He didn't tell me
what to do. He just reminded me to
call up my core values, pit them
against the alternatives and make a
decision. Yes, | did the right thing.

"Doing the right thing" is the
active ingredient in one of the Air
Foree's core values - integrity. It's
how we display integrity to the out-
gide world. It can be ar simple as
following established procedures,
perhaps a checklist or an operating
instruction.

I remember some Army training
| got during jump achoal — 40 years
of experience compressed into 2 4
weeks of "this 15 how you survive
the landing.” My mentors, known as
“black hata" taught me to look
straight ahead once I passed below
the tree line, On my third jump, I
got cocky and decided to look down
as | approached the ground. [ did a
perfect three-point landing — feat,
knees and forehead. T chose not Lo
do the right thing, and it hurt.
Maybe it was the concussion, but
I've been a firm believer in follow-
ing procedures ever gince,

Sometimes doing the nght thing
15 more complex, invelving moral
issues as well. You might have to
examine a difficult problem from all
gides, weigh the pros and cons, eval-
uate the ramifications of the

options, ignore personal bias,

remove subjectivity, seek advice
and finally select & course of action
that will withstand public scrutiny.

The first time I handed out an
Article 16, I agonized over the pun-
ishment. But [ did my homework
and congulted with my first
pergeant, other commanders and
my mentors. Then [ did "the right
thing.” | realized my decision was
going to mentor not only the recipi-
ent but also every member of my
squadron and wing, including other
commanders who might have to
make similar decigions. My decision
would certainly come under kean
sorutiny as everyone weighed the
punishment against the crime and
bounced it off their set of core values,

The Air Force does a pretty good
job of growing mentors, They start
early in basgie training and continue
throughout one's career. | recently
went to an MO0 academy gradua-
tion where I met a whole class full
of mentors, Their motio was, "make
it better." Those are great words to
live by. They were pumped, ready to
go back out into their work centers
and make a difference. It made you
proud to be an American.

As we go through life, we have so
many opportunities to affect the
lives of those around us, | am eon-
stantly amazed at the collective wis-
dom of the people around me,
That's probably why | often ask,
"what do vou think we ought to do."”
I'm looking for the future mentors
of tomorrow, I know they're out
there, but vou have to listen.
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Misawa Air Base's unseasonably high temperatures topple long-standing records

by Staff Sgt. Brian Orban
35th Fighter Wing public affairs

Searing temperatures Sunday and Monday
phattered records that have stood for decades in
the base's weather history.

Sunday’s high temperature of 94 degrees
georched a 93-degree record set in 1966 while a
93 degree high Monday singed a record tempera-
ture of 92 degrees set that day in 19565, said 2nd
Lt. Flaherty, weather officer with the 35th
Operations Support Squadron.

Owver the past two and a half weeks, the heat
wave has flirted with breaking other record
highs bul often fell & degree or two short. A high
temperature of 93 degrees July 28 missed tying a
record of 94 degrees set in 1953 while a 91-
degree high July 26 missed tyving a récord set in
1952 by two degrees, Flaherty added.

The temperatures over the past two weeks are
the hottesi Misawa has seen in more than 40
vears, he added. The highest recorded tempera-
ture for July was aet July 31, 1853, when the
thermometer topped 97 degrees. The highest
recorded temperature in Aogust was also 97
degrees.

Ag the heat continues, high humidity blowing
into the Misawa area [rom the south over the
past several days sent the local heat index to
blistering levels, Flaherty added. The daytime
high July 28, combined with the day's 91 percent
relative humidity, made it feel like it was 130
degrees across the base.

"We were georching,” the lieutenant added.,

According to officials from the 35th Medical
Group, heat-related injuries were minor, mainly
dehydration. Officials stressed the need for peo-
ple to take it easy when the heat index reaches
uncomfortable levels by taking frequent
breaks and drinking plenty of water throughout
the day.

The record-approaching temperatures were
fueled by a mostly stationary weather front hov-
ering north of the island of Hokkaido with a high
pressure system holding position to the east of
northern Japan. This allowed moist air to fow in
from southern Japan while keeping the skies
mostly clear. The unseasonably hot weather
started pumping into the base around July 22

[
i

photr by Staff St Thomas Facher

Seven-year-old Ashleigh Hagadorn takes a dip in her wading pool 1o keep cool as temperatures

soared to record highs earlier this week.

with daytime highs cracking B6 and BB degrees
initially,

Flaherty said thas type of weather is typical of
what people at Misawa may see around this time
of year although August 15 normally the time
when the temperatures will crack the high 80s
and low $s. He added the base has been forlu-
nate up to now since May to July is nsually pune-
tuated with heavy sea fog rolling across the lecal
area from the east,

"We can expect to see more of this hot weath-

er over the next few weeks,” the lisutenant
added.

Misawa received a reprieve from the hot
weather ss the stationary front shifted tem-
porarily o the south the evening of July 20
bringing overnight showers which continued into
July 30.

The base's weather channel, currently located
on basge cable Channel 4, highlights current heat
index levels and what people should do when
these levels reach extreme levels.

Lead: Hospital plans forum to discuss water quality

Conlinued from Page 1

"Since the repeat lead level read-
ings were normal, we feel that it's
highly unlikely that anyone drink-
ing from these fountaing could have
received an excessive amount of
lead. Therefore, we are not current-

ly recommending any blood lead
lewel tests on children who attend
the center,” the colonel said.
Misawa Air Base has always
been in compliance with the EPA's
National Drinking Water Regula-
tions for lead and copper, Rhodea
added. From 19956 to 1997 alone,

lead and copper levels on base were
well within EPA and Japanese
standards.

"The bottom line: Our water is
gafe to drink,” the colonel said.

The Hoespital plans to hold an
open question and answer session
for people who have questions
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regarding base water quality. Dates
and times are still being finalized.

For more information on base
water quality, people may also call
the 36th MDG's bioenvironmental
engineering office at 226-8107.
Information courtesy of the 35th
Medical Group,

| The Northern Light is published

| each Friday for people like Staft
Sgt. Lisa Gunning, 14th Fightar
Sguadron. "Sha's taskad with
tha ensuring the squadron’s
maintainars have tha traineng
nacassary to do thair pobs, and
sha handles il wilh outstanding
professionalism,” said Tech, Sgi
Doug Thomas, 14th FS.

Gunning
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Teen town hall meeting begins

Misawa's teens and voung adults will
addresa their needs, ideas and concerns during
a young adult town hall meeting, which starts
at noon Saturday at the Richard Bong Theater

The meeting gives base teens an open dia-
logue with the base's senior leadership in a
non-biss setting, according to Li. Col. Arthur
Andersom, 35th Support Group deputy com-
mander,

Representatives from different base pro-
grams and facilities, including the Family
Support Center, family advocacy and the
vouth and teen centers, will atiend the meet-
ing to help answer some of the questions and
issues on the spot.

To attend the forum, people must first pick
up tickets at the Lunney Youth Center or Teen
Center. For more information about the forum,
call the Teen Center at 226-2170 or the
Lunney Youth Center at 226-3220.,

610th ACF command Chanﬂes

Maj. Jerry Rose assumed command of the
#10th Air Control Flight from Maj. Randy
Reynolds during a ceremony July 30,

Rose comes to Misawa from the 60Tth
Combat Plans Squadron at Osan Air base,
Republic of Korea, where he was the chisef of
the squadron’s battle staff training office.
Reynolds remains at Misawa to become the
director of operations for the 35th Operationa
Bupport Squadron.

AF ball tickets available

Tickets are now available for the annual
Air Force ball, which starta at 6:30 p.m. Sept.
18 at the Tohoku Enlisted Club. Tickels cost
$12 for members in the E-1 to E-4 pay grades,
%17 for those in the E-5 to E-9 pay grades, and
522 for all officers.

People may buy tickets by calling the fol-
lowing representatives;

m 35th Fighter Wing -- Capt. Barry Cole,
226-3660

m 36th Operations Group -- Master Sgi.
Doug (Maon, 226-1T04

® 36th Support Group -- Stafl Sgt. Glen
Armand, 226-4245

® 35th Logistics Group -- Master Sgt. David
Marlow, 226-1582

m 36th Medical Group -~ Airman 1sat Class
Bhanta Cameron, 2268-6T60

m Security Hill agencies -- Senior Airman
Bobhie Dutko, 228-4186

For more information, call Maj. Doug Frank
at 226-G040.

Recognition program continues

Army and Air Force Exchange Service cus-
tomers may highlight outstanding store
employees for exceptional performance and
customer serviee through the exchange's asso-
clate recognition program.

To recognize an employee, pesple pick up
special tokens from the exchange's branch and
general manager, Customers then hand the
token to the employes, who in turn receives
special recognition from the exchange.

For more information, call the AAFES gen-
eral manager's office at 222-T410,

Clarification

Ronarde Reeves was misidentified in a
photo which appeared on Page B of the July 30
igaue of the Northern Light.

Tanabata time
(Above) Dressed in fra-
ditional Japanese
kimonos, students from
the Misawa City area
mug for the camara dur-
Ing the city's annual
Tanabata Festival, which
ran from July 30 o
Sunday. Thousands of
people from Misawa Air
Base and surrounding
communities packed the
city's streets to take part
in the celebration, which
featurad brightly-colored
decorations suspended
across the sireets near the base.

{Right) Base youngsters go for a cruise around part of the 35th Contracting Squadron's
parking lot. Kiddie cars and other children's attractions rounded out the food, fun and

entertainment available for people of all ages during tha festival. |

Drills stress tower evacution

As a way (o test Misawa Air Base's response
againat possible emergencies or terroriat
threats, regponse forces here recently started the
first in a series of drills to see how fast they conld
evacuate people from the base’s high-rise apart-
ment towers.

People must know how to safely get out of
their homes in these nine-story buildings in the
event of a fire or major earthquake, according to
Chief Master Sgt. Giuliano, base fire chief.

During a evacuation drill July 9, the base
took the next logical step in this plan — how to
get these people out of the towers during a ter-
rorist incident.

Attacks aimed at U.S. service members, like
the Ehobar Towers bombing in 1998, coupled
with the overall inerease in terrorist attacks
pgninst 1.8, government facilities overseas,
prompted base officials to review current securi-
ty plans and make needed changes, according to
Giuliano.

To better protect military members and civil-
ian employees on base, Misawa's senior leaders
tasked the force protection working group fo
develop and test a new tower evacuation plan,
which it would use during the unlikely event of a
terrorist threal directed towards these apart-

ments, Giuliano said.

The plan features two ohjectives. "First and
foremoat, we want to quickly and safely evacuate
tower residents and off-base residents living in
close proximity to a tower from any potential ter-
rorist threat,” the chief added.

Once the residents are safe, reaponse teams
would then move in to eliminate any potential
threats.

The force protection working group, which
includes representatives from the 35th Security
Forces Squadron, 36th Civil Engineer Squadron
and A5th Transportation Squadron, said last
month's exercise was a big success.

Officials added they plan to hold these exer-
cizges ghout once every three months, To ensure
the plan works as expected, officials are unable
to give tower residents prior warning since this
would detract from the realism these drills
giress, according to the chiefl

"During any emergency or training situation,
it's important for members of the base populace
to fully cooperate and show patience and under-
standing while emergency responders take the
necessary and appropriate actions (o mitigate a
gituation,” Giuliano said, Information courtesy of
the 3ath Civil Engineer Sguadron.
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U.S., Japanese students share cultures
during this year’s homestay programs

From staff reporis

Misawa's teens and young adults
are broadening their understanding
of the loeal eulture while making
friends with their Japanese neigh-
bors during
varioons
"homestay”
programs
held over the
past several
days.

A wvariety
of base agen-
cles use the summer season to host
the programs in which Japanese
teens gpend a weekend with
American families on and ofl base.
Meanwhile, Japanese families are
opening their doors for Mizawa
vouth and teens.

Earlier this week, Edgren High
School students left for Aomori City
as part of the achool's Mebuta
Featival homestay  program.
Besides attending the festival,
which draws roughly 3.8 million
people each year, the students will
dance and sing in the evenlt's
parade. As part of the experience,
the teens will stay with Japanese
families in the city.

"It i= important not just to study
and see the Nebuta Festival but to
experience and participate in it first

Teen beat

Edgren's host nation studies
teacher, "It is very important that
the students experience sleeping,
eating and cooking as their hosta do
and not just read about it from a
text book. In order to learn about
Japanese life, you must experience
it. These students are going Lo gain
maore knowledge about the culture
and customs of Japanese homes in
just two days that would equal to a
textbook written on the subject.”
Meanwhile, the Family Support
Center finished its annual homes-
tay program Saturday. Over the
last two weeks, American families
took in 27 Japanese students from

phito couteay ol the Family Suppor Cantar
As part of this year's homestay program festivities, the Family Support
Center hosted a barbecue Saturday 1o give American and Japanese

families a chance to meet for food, fun and games.

staved a weekend with families in
the Misawa City area.

Eleven-yvear-old Dorothy Stern,
one of the homestay participants,
gaid the event was a great cultural
pxperience and something she had
looked forward to getting involved
in.

"It was a once-in-a-lifetime
thing,” she zaid.

Dorothy added its was challeng-
ing at firat in bridging the langnage
barrier, but it got casier and a lot of
fun as the weekend continued.,

Tilfany Thone, who just arrived
at Mirawa with her family June 18,
snid she wanted to take advaniage

She admitted there were some
minor but unigue differences
betwesn American and Japanese
families, like the ways the homes
are arranged and the types of foods
they eat. However, Tiffany added
the adventure was definitely some-
thing she'd try again.

Dorothy added there were other
cultural differences that were a lot
of fun. For example, she had a
chance to zlesp on futons on the
floor, which was a lot like camping
out. Also, she discovered that many
traditional Japanese breakfast
foods differ greatly from the cereal
and tosst that many American chil-
dren are used to,

The reasons why people get
invalved in the homestay program
differ. People like Hidekazu Baba,
who hosted two American students
in his home last month, said he got
intereated because his older daugh-
ter was interested in learning
English. She got her wish to stay
with a family on base, and he wani-
ed to return this act of kindness by
allowing others to vigit his home,

Baba added the homestay pro-
gram is something he'd like to see
expand to allow more U5 and
Japanese children to get inwvolved.
Nichole Finklea, Petty Officer 3rd
Clags Richard Etolen and Airman
Igt Class Stephanie Newhall con-

hand,” said Hirotoshi Mikami,

the local ares while nine hase teena

of this "good learnming experience.”

tributed o this story.

Work remains to integrate women into military

by Staff Sgt. Brian Orban
35th Fighter Wing public affairs

Although the U.5. military has made great
progress in integrating women into jobs omce
held exclusively by men, there is still & lof of
work ahead to ensure the military continues this
pogitive trend, according to the leader of the
group looking at issues regarding women in the
military.

Marv Walmsley, chairwoman for the Defense
Advisory Committee on Women in the Services,
or DACOWITS, said the main obstacle affecting
military women today is changing the attitudes
and "archaic thinking” of some serviee members,

“The thinking that military women in the ser-
vice today face is the attitude ef people who are
unwilling to think that the hest qualified, most
knowledgeable and most skilled perzon for the
job might be a woman,” Walmsley said during
her team's stop here last week, She added the
military must eliminate the "good old boys net-
work” that inhibits women from entering certain
career fialds.

"By and large, it goes back o getting past our
own biss and just recognize the best person for
the job,” she said.

Mizawa was the last stop in the group’s tour
of the Pacifie, which included stops in Korea and
other bases in Japan. During its tours at each
Pacific base, the committee held focus groups to
hear what's on the minds of mililary women and

‘By andlarge, it goes back to
getting past our own bias and
just recognize the best per-

son for the job.’
— Mary Walmsley

men. hscussion lopics covered issues ranging
from equal opportunity, military foree develop-
ment and guality of life,

DACOWITS uses information gained during
these visits to make recommendations to the sec-
retary of defense to help change laws and policies
regarding military women.

For example, the committee iz currently
exploring the difference in promotion ratea for
female Army officers and senior noneommis-
gioned officers, the Mavy's policies to prohibit
women from serving on mine sweepers and sub-
marines, and how to improve the DoDV's Tricare
Prime health care program.,

In talking with military women, Walmsley
said the push (o integrate females into various
career fields stems from the fact these people are
fullv capable of tackling the challenges that come
with the job.

"What we hear is women pilota saying 'I'm a
qualified Blackhawk helicopter pilot. Why can't 1
fly into combat? or T'd really like to he able to
have the prestige and experience that comes

with being with the artillery, " she gaid.

In short, DACOWITS goes to the military ser-
vices and asks them why women can't do these
jobs and tasks the services to provide suitable
explanationa, Walmsley said. If there's no rea-
sonable explanation or rationale for those felds
to be closed to women, the committee recom-
mends changing or eliminating these restric-
tiona.

Dver the past 25 yvears, Walmsley has seen
many similarities between the military and civil-
ian organizations when it came to allowing
women to fill certain roles. When she considered
a military career in 1974, her only option in the
gervice was to do "a woman's job," she said. So
ghe decided to look elsewhere and eventually
found a police department in Lakewood, Colo,,
willing to accept someone who didnt fit the
established height and gender other police
departments demanded.

Being part of DACOWITS gave Walmsley a
unigque opportunity to see the progresa the mili-
tary has made to integrate women into its ranks,

"I've been astonished of the things women
have sccomplished, whether it's being the com-
mander of a shuttle mission, leading a company
in Panama or being the captain of a combatant
vessel. Those things are astonishing.”

Degpite these advances, Walmsley added
there's still a lot of work ahead.

"We cannot continue to exist as the finest soci-
ety ever without the contribution of women.”
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Misawa warrior of the week

Airman 1st Class Micah Clark

Unit and occupation: Mental health
technician with tha 35th Medical
Group's mental health clinic

Hometown: Lufkin, Texas

Time in Air Force: 14 months

Time at Misawa: Two and a half
manths

Hobbles: Travel, camping, reading
and exercising

How does Alrman 15t Class Micah
Clark exemplify the Air Force's core
valuas? “This Airman epitomizes the
term ‘service before sell.’ In less than
three months at the mental health clin-
i, her dedication to duty and tireless
efforts have markedly added to the
quality of our mental health services.®

-~ Maj. Bradley Grinage,
chiel ol mantal health services

photn by 5558 Sgt. Milo Warn
As part of her on-the-job training program, Airman
1st Class Micah Clark practices interview tech-
nigues with co-worker Staff Sgt. John Rhodes.

Peters confirmed as SECAF

WASHINGTON -- F. Whit-
ten Peters wos confirmed by
Congress late last month as the
new secretary of the Air Foree,

During his confirmation
hearings July 21, Peters testi-
fied before the Senate Armed
Servicea Committee on a broad
range of subjects including the
K-22, recruitment, retention
and the expeditionary aero-
space force, He now sheds the
title of acting secretary that
he's carried for the past 20
monthes,

"l greatly appreciate the
confidence and trust the
President, Secretary [William]

Cohen and the Senate have
placed upon me to lead our
nation's Air Force into the 21st
Century,” said Peters,

"The 20 months I've been
part of the Air Force team have
been challenging and extreme-
5 rewarding, General
[Michael] Byan and I have
formed a strong leadership
teamm and will continue to
remain focused on taking care
of our outstanding people and
laying the foundation for the
expeditionary aeroapace foree
that will meet the challenges of
the new millennium. 1 look for-
ward to continuing that effort

in partnership with our Total
Force -- active duty, Guard,
Reserve and civilians.

"T look forwaerd to gerving
pur nation with the same sense
of pride, dedication and com-
mitment demonstrated by our
putstanding Air Force men and
women, They serve proudly,
with greal professionalism and
make enormous sacrifices on
behalf of our great nation. It is
truly a privilege to be a part of
the Air Foree family.”

Peters is the 19th confirmed
gsecretary of the Air Force,
There have been six acting Air
Force secretaries. (AFPN)

Y2K plan on schedule, officials say

Misawa salutes ...

Senior Airman Jesse Childers, 35th
Fighter Wing, for being selected as the wing
command post's superior performar of the
manth.

Misawa Air Base's yard ol the month win-
ners:

Junior enlisted main base category - Petly
Dificer 1st Class Daniel Wedeking, Maval Air
Facility Misawa

Junior enlisted norih area category - Staff
Sgt. Martin Chapman, Detachment 15, 372nd
Training Squadron

Senior noncommissioned officer main base
category — Chief Master Sgt. James Harper,
A5th Supply Squadron

Senior NGO north area category — Senior
Master Sgt. Bryan Brown, 35th Maintenance
Squadron

Officer main basa calagory -- Martina
Smith, Army and Air Force Exchange
Senice

s Dfficer north area calagory Capt.
Anthony Lapoint, 750th Military Intelligence
Detachment

Members from the 35th Operations Support
Squadron who recently received the following
medals:

Meritorious Service Medal - Mal. Gregory
Dzoba

Air Force Commendation Medal - Capt.
Richard Armstrong and Stafl Sgi. Derrick
Clark

Air Force Achievement Medal -- Capl.
Gregory Soukoup and Senior Airman
William Bender Jr.

The following children were recently born at
the Misawa Air Base Hospital.

CURTIS — Chief Petty Officer Dannis and
Babbi Curtis, a son, Jeremiah Robert, June 24.

RUSSIN - Staff Sgt. Dennis and Robin
Russin, a boy, July 17.

For more inlommation about his column, call tha Northam
Light office af 226-3814

by Petty Officer 3rd Class Rich Etolen
Amearican Farces Metwork Misawa

Misawa continues to proceed on schedule to
prepare itsell for the end of the year and for poa-
gible mituations cavsed by the Year 2000 com-
puter problem.

"Right now, the base is doing really well,”
Senior Master Bgl. Michael Hashberger, 35th
Fighter Wing Year 2000, —0 7 o
or YZK, program manag- [T 11
er. "We've taken a look at o AT
just about everything the Y2K bug
that we know to look at L W
and assessed it. For the
most part, the base is
Y2K compliant.”

However, the task 2
force looking at how the computer problem could
affect Mizawa iz still urging people o be pre-
pared, "so they aren't fearful of Y2EK."
Hashberger added. "We don't expect anything to
happen, but we're prepared just in case is does."”

Power logs remaina the primary concern
when it comes to Y2EK, the sergeant said,
However, plans are in place so an extended
power outage won't halt the base's day-to-day
mission,

"Work would still continue although it may be
a bit slower,” he paid. "Base agencies will still be
able to function in & worsi-case scenario,”

When it comes to people’s households, the
serpeant again stressed the need for people to
check their emergency survival kits to ensure
they have enough supplies to keep them com-
fortable for three to five days. Blankets, spare
batteries, Mlashlights, radios and plenty of non-
perishable food and water packed into o emer-
gency kit are already a must at Misawa due to
the posaibility of the base being hit by a major
earthquake or typhoon. Since Y2K problems
may knock utilities off line temporarily, it makes
gense to check these kits again before the end of
the year.

For more information on Y2K at Misaws, call

226-2312.

Time to CERI: B8 days

Evaluators from Headguarters Pacific Air
Forces are scheduled io test the 35th Fighler
Wing's wartime skills during a combat empiloy-
manl readiness inspection starting Nov. 1. To
help people prepare, the 35th FW's inspector
genaral's office reminds people to not be alraid
to refer to their Ability to Survive and Operate
guide just because an evaluator is watching
tham.

"¥ou were given those books for a good rea-
son,” said Senkor Master 3gt. Bruce Harayda,
the wing's deputy inspector general. "On the
other hand, you do need to be familiar enough
with the guide to quickly find the information
you need. A major command inspector isn't
going to be impressed with someona thumbing
through their ATSO guide for 15 minutes look-
ing for correct sell aid and buddy care proce-
dures. By that time, their buddy is probably
already dead.”
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Today

Theater —- "Wild, Wild West" (PG-13) Will Smith
and Kevin Kline, 7 and 2:30 p.m.

Youth Center -- A summer barbecue runs from
5 to B p.m. The cost is $1 per person.

Teen Center -- A teen lock-in staris at 7 p.m.

Saturday

Thaatar -- "Wild, Wikd West" [PG-13), 1:30,
T and 9:30 p.m.

Youth Center — Castle Maze family fun runs
from 1 to 3 p.mi.

Tean Center -- Teans wash cars starting at noon
to help ralse money for the center's August
tours. A teen dance runs from 7 o 11 pom.
Outdoor Recreation -- Outdoor Aacreation’s
new batting cage opans from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
featuring free batting and prizes. A bay fishing
trip runs from 5:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Sunday

Theater -- "Twin Dragons® (PG-13) Jackie Chan
and Maggie Cheung, 7 p.m

QOutdoor Recreation - An equalizer three-per-
son paintball tournament and lunch runs from
8 am. o4 pm

Monday

Theater — "Doug's First Movie" (G} animated,
10 a.m. “Twin Dragons® (PG-13), 7 p.m.
Family Support Center — A Mexican cooking
class begins at 10 a.m.

Youth Center -- An air hockey lournanent
gtarts at 5 p.m

Teen Center -- The center's “Job Ready" pro-
gram begins at 2 p.m. al the Teen Center.
Outdoor Recreation — Outdoor Recreation
holds a beginner's scuba class.

Tuesday

Theater — “Trippin® (R) Deon Richmond and
Maia Campbell, 7 p.m.

Family Support Center — Japanese culture
classes start at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. A simple
sweels cooking class begins at 10 a.m.

Tean Center — Open microphone and pizza
night begins at 5 p.m. The cost is $1 per person.

Wednesday

Theater — "Election” (A) Matthew Broderick and
Resse Witherspoon, 7 p.m.

Family Support Center -- A "Making Ends
Maet and Dreams Come Trug®™ class begins at
B a.m. An Kalian cooking ciass starts at 10 a.m.
Outdoor Recreation -- Outdoor Recreation
hosts a teen hike 1o the Hakkoda Mountains. A
bay fishing trip runs from 5:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Thursday

Theater - "Election” (R), 7 p.m.

Family Support Center — Japanese survival
classaes for beginners starts at 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
The Spouses Together and Ready and
Ombudsman Galaxy groups meet at 6:30 p.m.
Tean Center — The base's Big Brother and Big
Sister group meets at 6 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation - A teen beach day runs
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and features free High-
spead boat and bumper boats rides as well as
volleyball and Frisbee foumamenis.

Fntertainment

m Mebuta festlval — MNebuta festival organizers
nesd base members to dance during the event
Wednesday in Aomori City. The festival Includes
free costumes for all participanis. Applications are
available at the Mokuteki Community Center. For
more information, call the canter at 226-4128.

Teen and youth events

m Youth center events -- The Lunney Youth
Canter offers a variety of activities in August. The
center's "What's Up? I'm Outta Here" workshop for
people In grades four to six who have recently
arrived here or ara preparing to leave the basa runs
from & to 10 p.m. Aug. 13. A dance runs from & to
10 p.m. that evening and costs $2 per person. The
canter also holds a trip to Fucuchl Water Park from
10 a.m. 1o 5 p.m. Aug. 12. The cost is $20 per per-
son. A back-to-school dance for children in grades
one to three runs from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Aug. 20. A
back-to-school dance for children in grades four to
six runs from 6:30 to 10 p.m. Aug. 27. For more
information on these and other events, call the
youth center at 226-3220. '

s Teen center events - Tha Teen Center offers a
variety of avants in August. A club housa party runs
from 7 to 11 p.m. Aug. 13. Admission is free for
members and $1 for non-members. A job ready
workshop starts at 2 p.m. Aug. 16. A "got skillz?”
basketball loumament starts at 6 p.m. Aug. 20. A
trip to Yomiuri Land runs from Aug. 24 to 26. The
cost is $100 per person. For mare information on
these and other events, call the center at 226-2170.

Travel

m FSC fours — The Family Support Center oflers a
tour of Komaki resort at 9 a.m. Auwg. 13 and a train
tour of Hachinohe City at 8 a.m. Aug. 14, For mare
infermation or to sign up, call the center at 226-
4735,

Classes and education

s Upcoming FSC classes -~ The Family Support
Center offers a variety of classes in August. A
back-to-school fransition assistance program work-
shop starts al 8 am. Aug. 17. An adult and chil-
dren's sign language class bagins at 4 p.m. Aug.
18. A kimono dressing class starts at 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 25, The two-day seminar "7 Habits of Highly
Effective Families® starts at 5 p.m. Aug. 20 and 31.
The center also offers its survival language and
Japanese and American culture program for begin-
ners the first and second Thursday of each manth
and an advanced class the third and fourth
Thursday of each month. Japanese culture classes
starl the first and second Tuesday of each month,
while American cullure class for foreign-borm
spousas begin the thind and fourth Tuesday each
month. For more information on these and other
classes, call the center al 226-4735.

= |G posters available — The 35th Fighter Wing
inspector general office has new posters outlining
its policles and who to contact with IG-related
issues. People should replace existing posters with
the new, blua poster dated June 4, 1998. For more
information, call the G office at 226-3602.

s Red Feather cookbooks - The basa's Red
Feather commitiee s accepting recipes for use In
its new cookbaook, which it will sell copies of during
its annual campaign. People may submil recipes
for their favorite appetizers, beverages, dips,

soups, salads, main dishes, Japanesa cuisine,
desserts and more. People may submit recipes via
e-mail to gjmoran@heronat.ne.jp or sathers@
haronel.na.jp. The book will feature 150 to 200
recipes from people across the base. People may
also resarve copies of the book by calling Stalf Sgt.
Birk Stathers at 226-3271 or 222-6461.

= Yosakol Soran festival begins - The local
Yosakoi Soran, which features traditional
Japanese dance and music festival, runs from
Wednesday next to the giant ferris wheel al
Shimoda Mall in nearby Shimoda Gity.
Perlormancas run from 1 to 2 p.m, and again from
3 to 4 p.m. that afternoon. People from the base are
invited to ba a part of the festival or to watch the
activities. For more information In English, call the
mall's information counter at 0178-50-3210.

= Popeye's hours change - Popaye's restaurant
now opens from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m, every day. Far
more information, call the restaurant at 222-77T2.

s Home educators meet -- Misawa's home educa-
tors group meets at 6 p.m. Monday in the
Overstrest Memorial Library conferance room. The
meeting is open to all base families that home
school their children. The group also hosts a wal
come tea at 6 p.m. Aug. 23 in the Tower 118 recre-
ation room. The meeting is geared for familias inter-
ested in educaling their children at home. For more
information, call Terre Zamzow at 222-8024.

m Senior NCO induction ceremony - The Misawa
Top |ll group hosts this year's sanior noncommis-
sioned officer induction ceremony, which stars al
& p.m. today at the Tohoku Enlisted Club. The car-
emony welcomes newly-promoted master
sergeants into the top three enlisied pay grades.
People may sign up in their unit orderly rooms.

= School bus registration - Parants may register
their children for bus transportation for the 1999 o
2000 school year and have their child’s bus pass
printed by stopping at the bus office in Bidg. 1310
weekdays through Aug. 13. For more information,
call Z26-9118.

= Mutsu family barbecue -- The Shimokita Inter-
national Friendship Association hosts a family bar-
becue from noon lo 2:30 p.m. Aug. 22 in Suigenchi
Park in Mutsu City. The event is located north of
Misawa Air Base off Route 338. Maps are available.
The cost is 500 yen for people ages 13 and up and
300 yen for thosa up to age 12. To sign up or for
more Information, call 0175-22-1111, extension
224, or 0175-23-5178.

Chapel

» Fellowship picnic -- The base's Catholic parish
holds an outdoor Mass and fellowship picnic star-
ing at 10:30 am. Aug. 15 at Leftwich Fark. The
avant moves to the Edgren High School cafeteria in
the event of inclameant weather. For more informa-
tion, call Bob Stern at 222-7708 or the Chapel at
226-4830.

Catholic Masses
Monday through Thursday — Moon
Saturday — 5 p.m.
Sunday — 2:30 a.m. and ]2:30 p.m.

Liturgical — & a.m.
General service — 11
Inspirational service
Pralse and worship

From 7 1o 8 p.m. every manth

From 11:30 a.m.
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Keep away

Misawa Jals" Heath Jennings
tangles up with a player from the
Misawa City Yabentos during
city league action July 29. The
Jets improved to 1-1 after they
crushed the city team 5-1. The
Jots look to extend their winning
record as they take on Tamakeri
al 7:20 p.m. today at First Junior
High School.

phiata by Seniar Alrman Mancsl Meross

Navy Ops swats in eleven,
slips past space squad

Thiz column s compied from information
supplied by varsity, intramural, high school and
youth sports coaches and team publiciats. For
more information on how fo submit game
regults, call the Northern Light office af 286-
J814,

Intramural softball

NAF Ops 11, 3rd SPSS 10

Down by #ix going into the sixth inning, the
Mavy Operations squad swatted in seven runs
to slip past the 3rd Space Surveillance
Squadron 11-10 July 26.

"After we geored in the first inning, the 3rd
started hitting and stopped every chance we
had to score another run,” said Navy coach
Shawn Voges.

Chuck Moore scored the Mavy's last run to
clinch its sixth inning comeback.

“(Going into the last inning while we had the
lead, the whole team made some outstanding
plays,” Voges said. "We kept our defense strong
and didn't allow our win to slip from our hands,

"The whole NAF Ops team played an out-
standing game and got a well-deserved win. We
have had a couple of games [over the past
weeks] that we shouldn't have lost, and this win
helped make us feel a lot better.”

Youth baseball and softball

Devil Rays B, Reds B

Trailing by six runs, Sean Austin got the
Devil Hays back into the game while Angel
Jimenez hit a key homerun to allow the Rays to
knot the score at B against the Reds July 24.

"Even though our team was down by six
runs, we still had a positive and winning atti-
tude,” said Rays' assistant coach Robert Stolt.
“Most of all, we had good defense and smart
playing from the whole team.”

Stolt also applauded the parents and fans
who packed the bleachers. “Tt really helped us
keep our spirits us and kept us charging.”

Davil Rays 15, Mets 14
Devil Raye' pitcher Samantha “Ace" Monette
shut out the Mets in their last at bat at the top

of the last inning to set the stage for the Rays
11-run rally to squeak past the Mets 15-14 July
28,

Coming back from a 4-14 deficit, the win
marked the second comeback win for the Hays
in lesa than a week.

"It took the whole team to stay focused to
goore those rums,” said Rays' coach Robert
Cabral. "It also proved to those watching [the
game] that the game isn't lost until the game is
OVER,

Reds 5, White Sox 3

Randy Johnson blasted a grand slam home-
run deep into center field as the Reds beat the
White Sox 5-3 Saturday afternoon,

Despite fielding only eight players, Sox pitch-
er George Fosa held the Reds at bay for three
straight innings.

Reds outfielders Johnathan Johnson, Randy

Johnson, Kyle Moore and J.R. Dunbar combined
in the field to keep the Sox off base, according to
Reds' coach Chuck Moore. "Our defense was
gtellar with two double plays, a pick off at third
base and a tag out in a pickle. The Reds backed
each other up beautifully. Someone was always
there on time and in the nght place.”
" Facing two outs with bases loaded late in the
game, Reds pitcher Andy Crawshaw went the
distance by striking out the last Sox baller to
keep the Reds ahead.

“The game was never out of reach for either
team, and despite the heat, it was a very excit-
ing and enjoyable game,” Moore said.

Marlins 9, Reds 4

Down by seven runs, the Reds rallied in their
last at bat, but fell short as the Marlins stayed
ahead of the Reds 9-4 Monday evening,

“We gave up five runs in the first and played
catch up the whole game,” said Reds' coach
Chuck Moore.

The Marlins pitching crew gave up only two
hits and three walks. Despite the pressure,
Andy Crawshaw and Kyle Moore each drew a
walk then stole their way home as the Reds
manufactured runs with only two hits.

Brad Stieger, Randy Johnson and Johnathan
Johnson pulled together to reinforce the Reds
defense in the field.



